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ENCAMPMENT PROCEEDINGS 


FIRST SESSION 
Tuesday Afternoon, April 13, 1937 


The Fifty-Fifth Annual Encampment was called to order 
by Department Commander Elias R. Sweet at 2:05 p.m. in, 
the Hotel Bradford, Boston. 

Department Commander Elias R. Sweet:—Officers and 
Members of the Fifty-Fifth Annual Encampment of the Massa- 
chusetts Department, we will now come to order to transact 
such business as may legally come before this Encampment. 
Guide, you will take up the pass-word, sted by the Color 
bearer. > 

Guide :—Commander, I find all have the pass-word and are 
in order, 

Commander Elias R. Sweet:—You will assume your station. 

Commander Elias R. Sweet:—At this time, Brothers, [ will 
ask our Chaplain to invoke the divine blessing, 

Chaplain Scott C, Siegle [101]:—Almighty God, thou whe 
art God of all nations and all men, we pause to invoke the 
divine blessing upon us as we have come from all over this 
Commonwealth to this central place to remember our duties to 
this Nation. We wish your blessing upon our deliberations 
during these days and that we may have a deep sense of our 
‘duties as we live as citizens of this great Nation. We pray 
that something may come out of this coming together 
that will show us that we have a duty to perform and a responsi- 
bility which we must face and that we shall do it valiantly and 
well with courage and conviction. We believe it has been 
the providence of God that has been always back of our people. 
We pray that we may be worthy of thy constant help and 
inspiration and that we may have in our hearts a feeling that 
Thou art still the over-ruling power and infinite One to guide 
our steps aright. We pray thy blessing upon all who are in 
places of responsibility throughout our land; that justice may 
go forth on all occasions; that we shall have that kind of a 
government and leadership that shall be a guarantee of justice 
and fair play in all the walks of life. Bless the few remaining 
of our Veterans who are still with us from the days of the Civil 
War and all affiliated associations meeting at this time, Bless 
us this afternoon and lead us by thy infinite power. We ask 
it in the name of Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
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Department Commander Sweet:—Will the Color Bearer 
please present the colors, and we will give the pledge of allegiance 
to the flag. 


Department Commander Sweet :—I hereby declare the Fifty- 
Fifth Annual Encampment of the Massachusetts Department 
of the Sons of Union Veterans of the Civil War duly opened 
for such business as may properly and legally come before it. 


Department Commander Sweet :—First, I will read the list 
of Committees: 


*Encampment Committees 


Convention and Ball—William L. Anderson, P. S. V. C-inC. 
Chairman, Lawrence J. Riley 46, George Wm. Kimball 81, John 
B. Farrell 74, Frank W. Lothrop 24. 

Credentials—Harry E. Reed 30, Chairman, Edwin H. 
Procter 71, William F. Moore 9, William I. Homan 6, Joseph 
B. Doyle 14, Archie T. Whiting 11. Z 

Rituals and Ceremonies—Guy Richardson, P. D. C., Chair- 
man, Herbert H. Marshall 56, H. Harding Hale, P. D.C.. AS 
Brown 37, Rey. Frank G, Potter 89. 


Resolutions—Henry F. Weiler, P. D. C., Chairman, ‘Thomas 
L. Crawford, P. D. C., Harold M. Drown 13, Lester W: Knox 15; 
Paul C. Gassett 69. 


Officers Reports—Charles H. EF. Moran, National Council. 
Chairman, Chester A. White, P. D. C., Lester D. Hobson, P: 
D. C., Horace E. Morse 80, Fred W. Butler 104, George J. Cross 
25% 


Constitution and Regulations—Ernest W. Homan} P. C-in- 
C., F. H. Brock 65, J. G. Wolfe 89, Fred P. Hawes'35, George 
A. Derby 5, 

Restoration of Rank—Arthur C. Drew, P. D. C., Chairman, 
Everett M. Atwood 67, Wilfred H. Libbey 127, Walter W. 
Peckham 133, Charles B. Corliss 24. 


Greetings Committee 

Grand Army of the Republic—Fred FE. Bolton, P. GinsGF 
Chairman, William O. Fuller, P. D. C., George E. Hunt (ey/ 

Woman’s Relief Corps—Rev. A. A. Bronsdon, 12) D. C.; 
Chairman, Harry D. Sisson, P. C-in-C., Ralph L. Smith; 
IDA IDENCo 

Ladies of the G. A. R:—Frank L. Kirchgassner, P. C-in-C;, 
Chairman; Clair T. H. Woodall 1, Glendon W. Chase 109. 

Daughters of Union Veterans—Addison A. Quinn, P. D.C, 
Chairman, Alfred M. Spear, P. D. C.. James P. Shehan 16. 
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Sons of Union Veterans Auxiliary—Dr. Ernest W. Homan, 


te Cin-C., Chairman; Fred E. Warren, D, P.1.; Fred T. Waugh 


Department Commander Sweet :—The G. A. R. wishes their 
delegation tomorrow morning at 10:30, 


__ Department Commander Sweet :—The next order of business 
will be the reading of the Officers Reports. ‘Will the Senior 
Vice Commander assume the chair while I read my report? 


Senior Vice-Commander Charles Bradlee takes the Chair. 


Senior Vice-Commander Bradlee:—You will now listen to 
the report of your Commander. 


Department Commander Sweet reads his report to the En- 
campment. [Applause] 
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Report of Department Commander 
Elias R. Sweet, Camp 24, Gloucester 


To the Officers and Members of the Fifty-Fifth Encampment 
of the Sons of Union Veterans of the Civil War: 
Greetings :- 

One year ago you placed your faith in me, to pilot the 
ship of the Massachusetts Department. I was duly inducted 
into office. At the time of my installation, I pledged myself, 
by the help of God, to serve my order to the extent of my ability. 
As to the extent of my ability, as to what measures of success 
I may have achieved in making good that pledge, I must leave 
to the members of the Massachusetts Department. 


IT do not mean it in the sordid sense, 
not the measure of success, I leave 


When I think of succes 
the result of a man’s work 
the results to time. 


Life is too short to gather the harvest—we can only sow. 
For many years we have sowed the seeds of patriotism, of 
heroic deeds of our noble sires and have tried to implant in 
the hearts of Sons and Grandsons the spirit of service and duty 
and now we see little reward in the hard work of our predecessors. 


Our membership is slowly decreasing each year, and I am 
wondering “who” will carry on. 

During my term of office I have endeavored to give all that 
Thad to help others to carry on. I have answered the call of 
service in the visiting of Camps, Auxiliaries, and other organ- 
izations outside of our own Order in the interest of Patriotism, 
and to place the story of our work more clearly before the 
eyes of the public. ‘ 


For the past fifty years we have depended on our Dads to 
lead the way, and we, fas dutiful sons have followed. The past 
fifty years we have been creeping like a babe under the watchful 
eye of dad. Now the step of manhood must be taken. The 
next fifty years will tell the story. The mantle of responsibility 
has fallen upon our shoulders, the torch is slowly sinking, are 
we men strong enough to catch up this falling torch and to 
carry on? i 


Today we must renew our obligations, we must accept this 
challenge, we must carry on. All that has been done must not 
be lost, all we do must be to our lasting credit. The experience 
of the past fifty years has been a great teacher, let us profit by 
that experience. 
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1 cannot speak too highly of the kindness and consideration 
of my staff officers, of my committee chairmen and of you, my 
brothers of Massachusetts, who placed your confidence in 
me as the one to conduct the affairs of your Department. I trust 
I have merited your confidence, and I assure you of my sincere 
appreciation of the great honor which my Brothers of Service 
conferred upon me in electing me to this high office, 


At this time, | wish to express to Leon H. Palmer, Depart- 
ment Secretary, my appreciation of the support he has given me. 
Without him my work would have been difficult, but his ex- 
periencehas made smooth the rough road and made pleasant 
the year. God Bless you, Leon, and may you have many years 
oi Service. 


The ship is safely back in port and the pilot now submits 
to you an account of the year’s voyage. 


Grand Army of the Republic 

In Department Commander Charles L. Robinson, The Massa- 
chusetts Department has had a fine dad, a loyal friend, and to 
me he has been a pal. Although not able to do the great Work 
he had in mind, I have received from him encouragement and 
advice and always felt the warmth of his friendly smile. My 
pleasant associations with the Comrades of the G. A. R. will 
always be a happy memory with me. 


Woman’s Relief Corps 

In this organization the Vision of Mother, of home, of 
sacrifice. of se e, of loyalty, is clearly pictured in my mind, 
may we ‘be inspired by this vision, inspired with a new determi- 
nation to do our work as well and as faithfully as have the mem- 
bers of the Woman's Relief Corps. I have enjoyed the associa- 
tion of the Department President Mrs. Elizabeth M, Blake. She 
has been proved a leader and a builder. May this organization 
grow stronger, that their splendid work of many years may go 
on until time shall be no more. 


Ladies of the Grand Army of the Republic 

The work this organization has done, and is still doing for 
the remaining Comrades and theirdependents, is worthy of-our 
greatest respect. I have met the Department President, Mrs. 
Ethel C. Ross, on several occasions, and found her always ready 
and willing to help the Sons “Carry on”. May this organization 
continue to be successful in performing their noble work for 
the Grand Army of the Republic. 


Daughters of Union Veterans of the Civil War 


The principles and objects of this organization are the same 
as our own and, I believe, a closer relationship should rise as 
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our noble Sires slowly cross the Great Divide. 
Corps, Camps, Tents, and Auxiliaries are all working for the 
same objects. Let us remember, “In Union there is strength, 
divided we fall”. 


It has been my pleasure, during the past year, to be associated 
with Department President Anna'l’. Robinson, and I am grateiul 
for the greetings given me by her organization. 


To you, Sisters, I extend my best wishes for success and 
hope that the future will bring us still closer together in this 
great work. 


Our Auxiliary 


This year has given me the opportunity to become 
better acquainted with this loyal group of women and it is diffi- 
cult to find words adequate to express my appreciation of their 
untiring efforts in behalf of our order. What the Woman’s. 
Relief Corps has been to the G. A.-R. this group of faithiul 
workers has been to the Sons, ever ready to help share our 
burdens. 


It has been an honor and a privilege to have associated and 
worked with Department President, Mrs. Ada B. Ewell. Sister 
Ada has made light my work by her great ability in arousing 
interest in many of our Camps. May our auxiliary rest assured 
that we appreciate the results of their work and wish them God 
Speed in years to come. 


Department Officers 


The forgotten men, men thai we little realize have been 
the foundation of many a Commanders burdens. Without their 
assistance, I wotld have been cast upon the rocks and lost in 
many tasks that confronted me. 


It is needless for me to teli you brothers of the qualifications 
of the Department Treasurer P. C. in C., Fred E. Bolton. He 
is, and will be, as long as he remains in service, the “Watch 
Dog of our Treasury”. 


-Thank you Brother Fred for your splendid cooperation and 
advice, and may you have many years of service. 


To my staff I am more than grateful. Not one has 
refused a task assigned to him and each has carried out that 
task with credit tc the Department. I feel I have been blessed 
with many friends in the Department and I wish to thank not 
only my Staff, but also the Past Commanders in Chief and Past 
Department Commanders who have helped to make my burdens 
lighter, 
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Woman’s Relief * 


School of Instructions 


The School of Instructions has proved itself an important 
factor in our program work. Under the leadership of Depart- 
ment Instructor, Addison A. Quinn, many Camps have asked’ 
for and received valuable information in regard to the ritual 
and the correct method of procedure. My visitations with. 
Department Instructor Quinn have proved to me the great 
benefit to Camps of this Department and it is regrettable that 
more Camps do not take advantage of this educational branch: 
of our work, 

The knowledge received by attendance at these Schools. 
is not only beneficial to the Camps but to the Department as: 
well. We find during the year many changes that are needed’ 
to keep our work up to date. Thanks, Brother Addison for the 
great interest you have taken in this work. 


John A. Andrew Home Committee 


This committee is the same as last year, and have carried 
out their program as planned for the year. A detailed report 
will appear in the proceedings. 


G. A. R. Highway Committee 

Under the able leadership of Chairman William L. Anderson, 
Sr., and his committee, the dream of the Sons has come true. 
Bill No, 15, signed by Governor Hurley, February 12, 1937. 
designated Massachusetts Highway Route No. 6, as the Grand 
Army of the Republic Highway. I wish personally to thank 
this committee who worked hard to make this great memorial’ 
to our Dads a real fact during my term as Commander. 


Membership 

Awake! Brothers, All barriers must be foreed down.. 
we must build our order to meet the great responsibility that 
has been placed upon our shoulders. ‘There are many that could 
he brought into our Order, if we would only get out and go after 
them. “Seek and Ye shall find them’. Tell them of our 
service for the past fifty years and I know you will win thenr 
to our cause. Get after the stay-at-home and the driftinig-away- 
brothers and awake them to duty and service to “Our Dads” 
I trust this next year will be one of not dropping members but 
of interesting them in our Order. 


Visitations 

J trust you realize that, in a short term as Department 
Commander, it is impossible to visit all Camps. I have tried 
to play the doctor in visiting the sick Camps or those who 
needed the help of the Department. In. doing this, I have had * 
to send Department Officers and Past Department Commanders 
to represent me at social functions and I personally thank these 
Brothers for services rendered. 


a 


‘District Commanders 


The office of District Commander is one of the most im- 
portant offices in the Massachusetts Department and it is 
one of the greatest problems of the Department Commander 
to find one whe is a leader of men and who can create interest 
and enthusiasm in his district. 


I have tried to appoint men who realize the importance 
of this office and, I believe, we have accomplished a great deal 
in this respect during the past year. Under the leadership of 
Glendon W. Chase, Chief District Commander, a closer relation- 
ship has existed and closer contact with Camps has been 
accomplished. ( 


Thanks, Brothers, for your year of real service which has 
been a great benefit to. the Department. 


Radio Broadcast 
T believe the members of our Order have failed to realize 
the importance of these broadcasts. 


‘Under the leadership of Past Department Commander H. 
Harding Hale, the highest type of speakers have been secured 
and the true history has gone out over the air and many. have 
received a lesson in true American History and I believe we 
have, through these broadcasts. helped develop a better under- 
standing and have a part in the building of better citizenship. 


Thanks, Brother Harding, for your interest in this good 
work. 


Grave Marking Committee 

This one of our most important committees and, T 
believe, th ear we have made great headway. Brothers La 
Forest E, Osborn, Roger W. Hanners and George R. Beckman 
have put in a great deal of work and have at least seen a vision of 
success. It is important that all Camps cooperate with this 
committee and realize that this work must be carried through 
to completion. 


I recommend. the continuation of this committee. 


Mid Year Meeting 

The Mid-Year meeting was held at Springfield, October 24, 
1936. As recommended, it consisted of two sessions, a business 
session 2:30 P. M. ta 6:30 P. M., dinner at 6:30 P. M. to 7:00 
Pp. M., and evening session of class initiation by Past Department 


‘Officers. 


Commander in Chief Dyer was our guest at both sessions 
and left a helpful message on membership. 
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I believe much can be accomplished at these meetings if 
Camps will show interest by attending and presenting suggestions 
that will be helpful to the Order. 


I do not believe they should be just a junket or good time 
but should be of a constructive nature. 


Piano Presentation 


On October 18, 1936, at Faneuil Hall, the Massachusetts 
Department of Sons of Union Veterans of the Civil War and 
their auxiliaries presented to the City of Boston, a piaso in 
memory of the G. A. R., who for many years held their conven- 
tions in Historic Faneuil Hall. Appropriate exercises were 
held under the Chairmanship of Past Department Commander, 
Addison A. Quinn, 


Recommendations 


No. 1. That the interest money from the Permanent Fund 
be transferred to the General Fund, as has been done for the 
past four years. 


No. 2. That an appropriation of $25.00 be made which may 
be used to cover necessary expenses of radio broadcasts. 


No. 3. That an appropriation of $10.00 be made to cover 
the telephone expense of the Department Commander. 


In Conclusion 

My slogan for the year has been “Carry On”. T have in my 
humble way tried to carry on this work to the best interest of 
our Order. I have tried to make each day count, to cover as 
many Camps as possible, and to perform the duties of my office 
in a way that | may merit the confidence placed in me by my 
Brothers of Massachusetts. 


To you, my Brothers of Massachusetts, T extend my sincere 
thanks for the great honor you conferred upon me. The past 
year has been a happy year and the memories will live with 
me until time shall be no more. I trust that the great fire- 
side circle of our Orders will be more closely allied in this 
great work of “Carry On”, 


At iast, my Brothers, the ship is in port, and my experience 
as the pilot has assured me that the time has come when 
we are beginning to realize, more than ever, the great réspon- 
sibilities that have been placed upon our shoulders by our Noble 
Sires, and the great work that is ahead of us. Let us strive on, 
that we may ever perpetuate and inculcate the principles for 
which our fathers offered their lives. 
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May God bless our Order and grant that these comrades: 
shall not have made the great sacrifice in vain. 


Again, I thank every Brother for the honor conferred upon 
me and wish you long life in service and hope that God will give 
you strength to “Carry On”. 


Fraternally yours, 


Elias R. Sweet 
Department Commander 


Report of Senior Vice Department 


Commander 
Charles Bradlee, Camp 74, Miiton 


To the Officers and Members of the Fiity-Fifth Annual En- 
campment of the Massachusetts Department, Sons of Union 
Veterans of the Civil War: 


'To begin with, I extend my sincere thanks to my many 
friends who elected me to this honorable position. 


My first honor and pleasure was to represent the Depart- 
ment at the Fiftieth Anniversary of Camp 62, Everett on April 
22nd. : 


to attend the 


On June 13th it was my great privil 1 _ 
LL. Robinson oi 


Reception to Department Commander, Chi 
the Grand Army of the Republic at Melrose. 

On June 23rd I had the honor to represent the Depart- 
ment at a Reception to Department Senior Vice Commander 
John E. Bronson of the G. A. R., given by the Daughters ot 
Union Veterans at Dedham. I am sorry io say that there is 
no camp of Sons of Union Veterans in Dedham. 


T have been happy to serve on degree teams at seven 
camps where candidates were initiated into our order. 

As a member of the Goy. John A. Andrew Home Com- 
mittee I visited the Home on June 20th and January 3rd, the 
Sons’ Days at the Home. I have also attended several meetings 
of the Officers of the Home. 


I was pleased to go to the National Encampment at Wash- 
ington, D. C. in September. It was a great inspiration to see 
the members of the G. A. R. there. G 
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ZT attended the Mid-Year meeting in Springfield, Oct. 24th 
and the Regional Meeting in Worcester, Nov. 7th. Both of 
these meetings were vi inspiring and well worth while. 


The Reception to Commander-in-Chief Dyer by the camp 
at Fall River on Feb. 24th, I was pleased to “attend. Depart- 
ment Commander Sweet and nine Past Department Com- 
manders and many members from various camps were present. 


There was a class initiation by a degree team from the 
Past Commanders Association of Southeastern Mass. The 
work was very weil done. 


This meeting was so well attended that there was hardly 
room enough leit for the degree team to do the work, and I 
was convinced that the members will go to a meeting if they 
feel that there will he something out of the ordinary and worth 
while. 


In closing, | wish to assure the new administration that I 
stand ready to assist in any way I can. 


Respectfully submitted, 


Charles Bradlee, 
Department Senior Vice Commander 


Report of Junior Vice Department 
Commander 


H. Glenn Sumner, Camp 25, Worcester 
To the Officers and Members of the> Fifty-Fifth Annual En- 
campment of th sachusetts Department, Sons of Union 
Veterans of the 1 War: 


The following is! a report of my activities for the past year. 


As is the custom of anyone holding this office, I have made 
many visitations to camps during the year. I have represented 
the Department on various occasions including the Camp Fire 
held by the Woman’s Relief Corps following the close of our 
Encampment last year, and the reception to Mrs. Ross, the 
Department President of the Ladies of the Grand Army of 
the Republic, which was held in Somerville. 


While I have not accomplished as much as I had hoped to, 
I have succeeded in holding together two camps. These camps 
were both going to disband and send in their charters, but they 
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have now taken a renewed interest and it is my opinion that 
they will go ahead rather than backwards, as they were doing. 
One District Commander in my section of the State cod not 
do his work this Spring, due to business conditions. I have 
taken care of his inspections and what other work I could do 
in his district. I have also held in Worcester a School of 
Instruction which covered four districts in Central 
Massachusetts. 


At our last Encampment the recommendation was ma 
that the Department be divided into permanent districts. (This 
was referred to the incoming Department Officers and Com- 
mander Sweet has given much time to the matter, with 
the result that today we have the Department divided as nearly 
perfect as possible. It was the sense of the Encampmeng last 
year that a District Commander should not have his own camp: 
in his own district. In some sections of the State, it, seems to 
me that this causes District Commanders much extra work and 
traveling. I would therefore recommend that where a Depart~ 
ment Commander thinks it advisable, a District Commandet 
be allowed to cover his own camp. 

1 heartily agree with my predecessor, Brother per fh 
his suggestion made in his report of last year that the Depart- 
ment Commander should not be required to travel so much. I 
think that he could accomplish more by giving careful thought 
and consideration to the selection of his Staff and District 
Commanders and then spend his time and effort directing the 
work from Department Headquarters. T sincerely hope that 
the day will come when our Department can be conducted on 
this basis. 


I wish to thank the Brothers for the honor accorded me in 
holding this office for the past year and for the many courtesies 
extended me, and wish to pledge my continued aid and support 
in any way possible. 

Respectfully submitted, 
H. Glenn Sumner 
Department Junior Vice Commander 
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Report of Department Council 
for 1936-1937 


April 13,1937 


Immediately following adjournment of the Encampment, 
April 15, 1936, the Council organized with William T. Tisdale, 
chairman, Newell Benjamin Austin acting chairman as Brother 


‘Tisdale is ill. 
Louis E. Winchell was elected secretary. 
At the following meeting the Surety Bonds of the De- 
partment officers were fixed as follows: 
Department Commander 
Department Secretary ........ 


Wepartment “Treasurer ....2.-+ss0avess A 
Secretary-Treasurer, G. A. R. Fund...... 1,000 


The State Street Trust Co. was approved as depository for 
the general funds of the Department. 


A donation of $100 from the Auxiliary was placed in the 
General Fund. 


The quarterly reports from Camps and the auditing of the 
books have been taken care of and found correct. 


Sufficient money was appropriated to properly prepare a 
concert grand piano that was donated to the Department and 
with a suitable program of exercises the piano was presented 
to the City of Boston and placed in Faneuil Hall, as a memorial 
to the Grand Army of the Republic. 


A representative of the Mayor accepted the Piano. 
These exercises were held October 18, 1936. 


October 24 the Department held a Mid-Year conference 
in G. A. R. Memorial Building, Springfield, Mass. 


A class initiation was held, also a business meeting and an 
entertainment was provided, following a fine supper, served by 
the Auxiliary. 


The Department Council has been seriously crippled 
due to the fact that Chairman Tisdale has been unable to get 
to Headquarters, because of physical disability and acting chair- 
man Brother Austin was stricken with a serious illness in 
December and on February 20 he passed into the Great Beyond 
and the Secretary of the Council was left alone. 
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ESTP PITCSMIOTNTE "SALE, oa... eee sucess aid eine eens 225.00 

Department Commander Sweet appointed Brother Ralph — Incidentals . 25.00 

“Smith to fill the vacancy, March Ist, 1937. y Graves Registration committee .........2e+eereeeeees 50.00 
° : ks took pla ril 10 and found : : 

‘ Final audit of the books took place April and foun PE ced expenditures 2s: dn agen $4,453.00 

-correct. RE TTITLOCCMMCLETECLE: foto esusexs' sw uravers. #2) ere laledoln Ate CHER $318.00 


The proposed budget for 1937-1938 was. drawn up for 
presentation to the Encampment, April 13, 1037. 


Respectiully submitted, 


. William T. Tisdale, Chairman. 
Ralph L, Smith, 
Louis E. Winchell, Secretary. 


Proposed Budget for 1937-1938 as submitted by the Depart- 
ment Council; 


Estimated Receipts 


Per capita tax on 4325 members at 80 cents 


This suggested budget is recommended as a guide 
and for the purpose of comparison. 


William T, Tisdale, Chairman 
Ralph L. Smith 
Louis S. Winchell, Secretary 


Department Council. 


Report of Department Chaplain 
Scott C. Siegle, Camp 101, Westminster 


Membership fees on 150 members ----+-++++++++> a 

Sale of supplies ........------ Pace) 

Interest on Permanent Fund April 1937 
‘ L Memorial Day Report of Massachusetts Department 

Motalwestimated receipts ..--++++errer sett eet 


Estimated Expenditures 


Number of Camps in good standing .........-...+-06+ 
Number of Camps included in this report.......... a 84+ 


¥ Number of Brothers in good standing ...... 3167 

Per capita tax on 4325 members at 40 cents ...-++-- $1,730.00 Number attending Memorial Sunday Service 1202 
1937 Encampment expense : 75.00 Number participating in Memorial Day Exe 1865 
1937 Encampment reception 25.00 Number of Camps furnished [or securing] F 44 
Membership Fees on 150 new members at 50 cents .... 75.00 Number of addresses delivered by Sons of Union Veterans 107 
Salary of Department Secretary .-+++-+ssersrtettcee 750.00 Nuimber of Cemeteries covered by Sons of Union Veterans 573 
Salary of Department Treasurer .--+--+-++-> ‘ Number of FLAGS placed on graves 

Department Commander's traveling expenses oe Givile War Veterans 6 ..c0. seeds ones eee es 38,735 

Dept. Commander’s expenses at National Encampment. 73.0 (Okilngs Wiciient: ta aaa eee ore a rhs fon Salo 2,927 

Pe SiaERe > 5. cael so ee GOURD Seta es ars 125.00 “antéall, jG Ree one eo oc 05 38 ig De sbetie be AED Rpotths Cite eee 41,662 
Printing and Stationery 120.00 Number of Markers placed on graves of Civil War 
Electric lights ...... Ae ne ce enn fed ug 10.00 RUCTCEAUS dé Mersinn f cand Hatdda vitan Shot OMe 1960 
Melephonel mae oe. \: 80.00 Number of graves of Civil War Veterans n 
GOstrOtmNOsters jececet esse hee ss ss He seats 50.00 CPBGIAL “attention ..44.5.52.6. aoe 160 
Printing proceedings of 1937 Encampment ...-- 225.0 Number of deaths in Camp Membership during the year .. 73 
Office rent ...2... cpiee.s 505.00 Number of Funerals attended [or conducted] 

(Department OMS wise ule. b= be - 2 Hoye ee v2 ies Oe eels 10.00 | Civil War Veterans 

Insurance 5.00 | Camp Members Medes 

Badge for Past Department Commander ......-. 8.00 Members of Allied Organizati 
*Telephone service for Department Commander .... 10.00 Fhayeil | eA Ser BSP fe ici en cc is 6 174 
Radio Broadcasting expense ...----++ee seer ere eeeee 25.00 | 

[17] 


Number of Camps Observing Union Defenders Day .... 
Number of Camps having committees for marking 


\Wsigieamis) (CRON GE) ae a a eI) 53 
Remarks—The last report on Memorial Day came in Mar. 
24, 1937. \ 
Respectiully submitted in F.C. & L., 
Scott C. Siegle 
Department Chaplain 
Report of Department Secretary | 
Leon H. Palmer, Camp 79, Melrose 
CAMPS 
Number at close of March 1936 quarter 123 
Lost 
By disbandment, Camp 38, 18 members Ue 
By consolidation of Camp 61 with Camp 56 1 
Total ‘ 2-9 
se 1 
121 
Membership 
Number at close of March 1936 quarter 4527 
Gains 
Init. Vrans. Resin. Total. = 
June quarter 22 1 6 29 } 
Sept. quarter 10 1 Zi 18 > 
Dec. quarter 18 3 5 26 | 
March quarter to Aprill0 48 1 10 59 132; 
4659 
Loss 
Dis. Death H.D. Tr. Dr. Total 
June quarter 18 25 2 63 108 
Sept. quarter 29 1 2) jad 91 
Dec. quarter 32 6 Oy 332, 7 
Mar. Qr. to Apr. 10 31 5 ZY. 63 334 
Number at close of March 1937 quarter 4325 ! 
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SUPPLY ACCOUNT 


On hand March 31, 1937 339,50 
Sales 206.11 
545.61 
Purchases 186.76 
On hand March 31, 1956 354.25 541.01 
Profit 4.60 
General Fund 
Balance 1143.71 
Receipts 
Donation from Auxiliary 100.00 
Per Capita Tax 3,547.26 
Membership Fees » 105.00 
Supplies 206.11 
Prems. Camp Officers’ Bonds 15.00 
From G, A. R. Fund 500.00 
From Organization Fund 25.00 
Sale Encampment Programs 17.00 
From J. A. Andrew Home Com, 5.16 
Donation to Andrew Home Com, 2.00 
Postage ly 
Printing 1.75 
Interest on Perm. Fund 282.59 
Stationery 95 
Dues from H, E. Bryant, disbanded Camp 3.50 
4,814.49 
7 5,958.20 


Disbursements 
Per Capita Tax and fees 1,692.85 
Traveling Expense, Commander 200.00 
Prem. Dept. Officers’ Bonds 10.00 
Prem. Camp Officers’ Bonds 22.50 
Proceedings 1936 Enc. 221.80 
Supplies 186.75 
Sten. Encampment 56.00 
Rent 505.71 
Light and 'Tax 9.54 
Salary Secretary 750.00 
Salary Treasurer 50.00 
Telephone 77.73 
Postage 160.14 
Printing 59.50 
Stationery 56.85 
Reception and Ball 28.74 
Expense Commander Nat’l Enc. 85.30 
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Rosters 48.00 
Donation to Aux. Ways and Means Com. 25.00 
Expense Dept. Camp Instructor 20.15 
Donation to G. A. R. 500,00 
Encampment Badges 11.00 
Ins. Prem. Office Furniture 5.00 
Organization work 5.55 
Past Dept. Commander’s Badge 8.00 
Radio Committee Expense 25.00 
Encampment Programs 22.50 
Encampment Cards 1.00 
Flowers, funerals 8.00 
Donation to W. R. C. Fair Program 17.00 
Expense of Piano presented City, F, H. 70.37 
Expense Grave Registration Com. 15.67 
Hotel Room C-in-C. enc. 12.00 
J. A. Andrew Home SAT 
G. A. R. Highway Letters 1.50 
One half exp. Fan. Hall,Pat. Program 5.00 
Commander’s Telephone Expense 8.38 
Miscellaneous 19.05 
— 5007.50 
Balance 950.70 
PERMANENT FUND 
Balance on hand 1936 Encampment 9,167.50 
Interest 273.76 
9,441.26 
Withdrawal 282.59 
Balance on hand 1937 Encampment 9,158.67 
Account in Detail 
Melrose Savings Bank Book No. 23351 
Balance on hand 1936 Encampment 1,786.48 
Interest 52:23 
1,838.71 
‘Withdrawal 57.73 
Balance on hand 1937 Encampment 1,780,98 


Hudson Savings Bank Book No, 38537 
Balance on hand 1936 Encampment 3,158.46 
Interest 84.83 
3,243.29 
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Withdrawa 94.13 


Balance on hand 1937 Encampment 


3,149.16 


Charlestown Five Cent Savings Bank Book No. 94964 


Balance on hand 1936 Encampment 2,164.82 
Interest 64.37 
2,229.19 


Withdrawa 69.97 


Balance on hand 1937 Encampment 


Boston Penny Savings Bank Book No. 101764 


Balance on hand 1936 Encampment 1,557.74 
Interest 57.95 

' 1,615.69 
Withdrawa 46.38 


Balance on hand 1937 Encampment 
U. S. Government Bond 


Total 
G.A.R. FUND 
Balance on hand 1936 Encampment 1,100.47 
Interest 25.65 
1,126.12 


Withdrawal 500.00 


Balance on hand 1937 Encampment 


Account in Detail 
East Boston Savings Bank Book No. 70856 
Balance on hand 1936 Encampment — 1,064.60 


Interest 25.20 
1,089.80 


Withdrawal 463.68 


Balance on hand 1937 Encampment 


Fitchburg Savings Bank Book No. 56919 
Balance on hand 1936 Encampment 35.87 


Interest 45 
36.32 


Withdrawal to close account 36.32 
No balance 1937 Encampment. 
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2,159.22 


1,569.31 
500.00 


9,158.67 


626.12 


BENJAMIN J. LORING FUND 
Home Savings Bank Book No. 258021 


Balance on hand 1936 Encampment 809.62 
Interest 20.04 
d 829.66 
Withdrawal 25.00 
Balance on hand 1937 Encampment 804.66 


Respectfully submitted, 


Leon H. Palmer, 
Department Secretary, 


Report of Department Treasurer 
Fred E. Bolton, Camp 46, Roxbury 


Amount on hand 1936 Encampment $1,143.71 
Received during balance March 1936 quarter 278.60 
Received during June quarter 2,223.86 
Received during September quarter 1,006.36 
Received during December quarter 1,020.37 
Received in March 1937 quarter to April 10 880.91 

Total Receipts 5,410.10 

ny 6,553.81 
Disbursed during balance March 1936 quarter 595.61 
isbursed during June quarter 2,175.41 
Disbursed during September quarter 1,083.07 
Disbursed during December quarter 937.11 


Disbursed in March 1937 quarter to April 10 811.91 


Total disbursements 5,603.11 


Balance 1937 Encampment 950.70 
Respectfully submitted, 


Fred FE. Bolton, 
Department Treasurer, 
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| have been received making 75 in all. The regulations require 


Report of Department Patriotic 


Instructor 
Fred Ela Warren, Camp 3, Somerville 


To the Department Commander and Members of the Fifty- 
Fifth Annual Encampment: 


F I wish to express my appreciation of being chosen as one 
of the Department Conimander’s staff for the year now closing. 

Whiie | have not traveled much throughout the Depart- 
ment, | have attended some important patriotic gatherings, in- 
cluding the great reception at Melrose to Department Com- 
mander Robinson of the G. A. R., the fiftieth anniversary of 
Camp 14, Cambridge, the annual “open house” of Governor John 
A. Andrew Home in Newton, the annual banquet of the North 
Metropolitian Association, a patriotic meeting given by the 
Auxiliary in Woburn, the meeting for presentation of a piano 
to the City of Boston in Faneuil Hall, also two other splendid 
meetings in said hall--Flag Day in June and birthday and other 
D. P. J. cooperated. These. Faneuil Hali meetings resulted in 
anniversaries in February, these two being in charge of 
Minnie Scott Pike, D. P. [. of our Auxiliary, and in which your 
considerable press publicity for our Order and our Auxiliary. 
Your Patriotic Instructor gave addresses or readings or both 
on several of these occasions. He has given one address on 
the radio, and has cooperated as a member of the Radio Com- 
mittee. 

There was received and forwarded to the National Patriotic 
Instructor the sum of $1.50, from three Camps, toward a bronze 
tablet honoring the G. A. R. in Washington, D. C., at the 
National Encampment, to which was added the sum of $2.75 
brought over from the previous year, making our Department 
total $4.25. 

Up to the time of sending my report to the National Patriotic 
Instructor in August, only 69 of the 123 Camps had reported to 
me. We received credit of 56 per cent. Since then six reports 


that these reports be made out in duplicate, on Memorial Day, 
and that one be sent to the D. P. I. at once, and a copy be 
retained by the Camp. Also, that “failure to comply with this 
will deprive the Camp from participating in the next Depart- 
ment Encampment”. What if this should be strictly enforced 
and those 48 dilatory Camps be barred from the Encampment? 
It would seem that “stirring up” of Camp officers ought not to be 
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necessary. When the blanks are sent to Camps, that ought to 
be “order” enough, A good soldier ought not to have to be “com- 
manded” more than once. Iam grateful to the many who sent im 
their reports properly. 

At the request of the School Committee, I secured speakers 
for the Memorial Day exercises in all the public schools of my 
home city of Somerville. 

In my report to the National Patriotic Instructor I indicated 
that question 8, under the title of “Public Schools”, and question 
3 ,under ‘‘General”, should be made clearer and more specific. 
Tam still of the opinion that this should be done. 

Recently I had occasion to study the life and writings of 
the late Henry Van Dyke, and formed a deep and lasting 
impression of him and his work. Great preacher, author, poet, 
educator, diplomat, lover of Nature, he was also a splendid type 
of manhood and a courageous and loyal patriot of the highest 
sort. In closing this report, | would recommend to all having 
to do with patriotic programs to include his well-known poem, 

‘America for Me”, as being something of grand inspiration for 
the times is which we are living. One stanza of it follows: 

“So it’s home again, and home again, America for me! 

My heart is turning home again, and there I long to be, 

In the land of youth and freedom beyond the ocean bars, 

Where the air is full of sunlight and the Flag is full of stars.” 


CONSOLIDATED REPORT OF CAMP 
PATRIOTIC INSTRUCTORS 


Schools 


Has your attention been called to any discourtesies 
to our FLAG by anyone, and especially by anyone 
in charge of Public Buildings, Schools, Churches, 
or by any Public Officials? .....-++---++sseeeeeee 
Tf so, please explain. Camp 80, Malden, flag left 
flying all night on a large store building. 

Give action taken. Committee saw manager and 
matter was corrected. 
2. Do Schools have Patriotic Programs? 
(ive Grail ee ie 

oh, Days Program held, or special days observed? 
Lincoln’s Birthday, Washington’s Birthday, Patri- 
otics’ Day [April 19], Friday or day before 
Memorial Day, Independence Day, Columbus Day, 
Armistice Day, and Appomattox Day. 

4. Flags presented to Schools 

Flags pre 

Flags presented to other Organizations 


il, 


= 


3 to Girl Scouts: 2 to Boy Scouts: 1 to Junior 


Grange: 1 to a Club. 1 
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5, Do Schools in your Communities participate in 
Memorial Day Programs? ..........,0e+e0 ener es Yes 
6. Number of Schools and Churches, visited by Patriotic 
Instructor, or by those designated by him ......-. 249 
7. What was accomplished by these visits? As one 
Camp reported: “Instructing teachers and pupils in 
patriotic ideals”. 
8 Number of pupils participating in Memorial Day 


(Ofna 4s Re eR nod oF angie voc 9 108,000 

9. Do laws of your State require the display of the U.S. 

lacwineSChOO] LOOMIS? os .see scene Yes 
Do the laws of you 
ieledee of Allegiance? 04.2 snce oeaes ceieee ome ee Yes 
10. Number of Patriotic Programs during year ........ 210 
11. What programs have you sponsored in your own 
Camp é 130 
Type of Program. A wide variety of patriotic and 
miscellaneous. 

12. Special activities closing same. School of instruc- 
tion; national anthem and pledge of allegiance; 
first-aid lessons; community singing; American 
creed; “Taps”; etc. 

13. The number of Camp Members attending Memorial 
Sins? ORG CCr ene aA oie dota dines o's 112 
AndeMemorial Day Program .....s0.-.2 +s eeeee L759) 

14, Number of Sons of Union Veterans Making Memorial 
Dap NCUTESSES .:.» slexnssrsin'> aie 4 helele came ee 72 

Churches 

1. Number of Churches displaying the Flag regularly 
[PersidemorOUt)) 2s .cecso.0 ches 2 scum e ee sie 677 

2. Number of Flags presented to Churches or Sunday 
SGHOGIS) Dy GAT PS' « .)s ss secavapauaye O wieinre este tease mere 1 

3. Number of Churches or Sunday Schools visited by 
Patriotic Instructor, or other under his direction. . 63 

General 

1. Number of SPECIAL PROGRAMS for the GRAND 

ARMY MEMBERS 46 


2. Number of Patriotic Programs to which the Public 
PV SMIINVAILEG! usta e cptons: Seager, « sundae ge tae meek Ceara ote 121 
3. Number of Monuments. Memorial Tablets, ete., for 
CIVIL WAR VETERANS in the Department.... 3700 
4. Number of New Memorials, Tablets, ete., erected 
during the year 


Respectfully submitted, 


Fred Ela Warren 
Department Patriotic Instructor 


Report of Department Inspector 
Parker B. Chandler, Camp 115, Duxbury 


To Department Commander, Elias R. Sweet and members of 
the Fitty-Fifth Annual Encampment of the Sons of Union 
Veterans of the Civil War. 


Mie Camps throughout the state were inspected this year 
with the assistance of the District Commanders and_ their 
Appointees. 


On December 15, 1936 I sent out a circular letter to all 
Camp Commanders urging them to prepare for inspection and 
instructing them as to what to do and how to prepare to 
receive 100 points at inspection. These letters were also sent 
to all District Commanders. 


On January 20, 1937 I sent a circular letter to all District 
Commanders urging them to get in touch with their camps 
immediately, 


Inspections were to be held during the months of January 
and February but owing to the fact that some of the District 
Commanders could not get their camps to hold inspections, 
until March, the time was extended. 


é One District Commander informed the Jr. Vice Department 
jclrnntendlas A. Glenn Sumner, in March that he could not 
nspect his camps and after getting in touch with me, Brother 


Sumner took up the work himself and got good results in a 
very short time, 


fy eee pene the District Commanders and their aides 
taeneileal ee ine work and I know that many of them have 
Beane ree miles and written many communications in an 
heat set some of the camps to hold meetings for inspections. 
¥ report will show the results. 

My personal 
Rey. Scott C. Sieo: 
Sumner S 


appreciation is extended to Dept. Chaplain, 
le, Jr. Vice Department Commander, H, Glenn 
Are and Past District Commander, William H. Thomas 
of New Bedford, all of whom took over inspections in March 
and obtained results, also to the Department Secretary, Leon 
A. Palmer who was of a_ great sistance in “sending 
out inspection blanks and letters and giving valued council. 


1 This year [20] twenty more camps were reported than 
ast year which shows that the District Commanders were on 
the job. 
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The ratings of the camps are as follows: 


Total number of camps inspected 95 
Total number of camps not inspected 16 
Total number of camps reported 111 
Total number of camps not reported 11 


Camps Receiving 100 points: 5, 6, 13, 24, 30, 48. 52, 60, 
74,79, 86, 100, 107, 116, 

Camps Receiving 99 points: 25, 101, 125. 

Camps Receiving 98 points: 26, 55, 80, 88, 90,112. 124. 

Camps Receiving 97 points: 35, 44, 60, 67, 81, 115, 133, 
ays alsty 

Camps Receiving 96 points: » 50,71, S65 Soe oenalses 

Camps Receiving 95 points: . 46, 53, 68, 76, 114. 

Camps Receiving 94 points: 6, 69, 117. 

Camps Receiving 93 poin 

Camps R i 92 poin 8. 

Camps 91 points: 5, 118. 

Camps Receiving 90 points: 

Camps Receiving 89 points: 104. 

Camps Receiving 88 poin 142, 

Camps Receiving 87 poin 

Camps yi 86 points Bs 

Camps I 85 poin hy 

Camps Receiving 84 points: 102, 109. 

Camps Receiving 82 points: 11, 54, 58, 144, 146. 

Camps Receiving 80 points: 14,61, 122, Camp 61 consoli- 
dated with 56 inspection night. 

Camps Receiving 78 points: 28, 82, 120. 

Camps Receiving 76 points: 77, 84. 

Camps 74 points: 22, 51, 89. 

Camps 72 points: 136. 

Cainps Receiving 70 points: 72. 

Cainps Receiving less than 70 points: 39, 143, 4, 36, 32. 
34, 66. 

Camps not inspected but reported: 10, 12, 31, 33,37, 41,47, 


87,99, 103, 108, 121, 129, 132, 141, 161—Total 16. 


Camps not reported: 21, 45, 49, 63, 105, 106, 129, 145, 
149—Total 11. 


This year I have visited several camps and attended several 
receptions and enjoyed a pleasant year with my brother Dept. 
Officers. 


I would at this time like to recommend that the incoming 
Dept. Commander study the report blanks and T am sure that 
he will obtain a great deal of knowledge regarding the condition 
of the camps in this Department, especially from the general 
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remarks of the Dist. Commanders. 
and other supplies. Several 
gether to hold a meeting. 


Many need books, iituals 
camps cannot get a quorum to- 


I would also recommiend that the next Dept. Inspector request 
all Dist. Commanders to send in reports on their camps whether 
they hold an inspection or not. This would eliminate “Camps 
not reported” in the annual report. 


Respectfully submitted in F.C. & L., 


Parker B. Chandler, 
Department Inspector. 


‘Report of Department Publicity Secretary 
Wilfred H. Libbey, Camp 127, Westboro 


iB Department Commander, Elias R. Sweet and the members 
of the Vifty-Pifth Encampment of the Massachusetts Depart- 
ment of the Sons of Union Veterans of the Civil War: - 


Items to be published in the Banner have been forwarded 
for each issue. I wish to thank Brother Hoibrook for the 
manner in which these have been published. I realize that 
by the time the paper is published some of the items are rather 
ancient history but it seems best to have an item about a camp 
even if it is rather old, rather than to leave a camp out oi 
the paper entirely, I wish the cainp correspondent would send 
more news to me and give the Publicity Secretary more oppor- 
tunity te cut down the news. 


ee little more news to be published in the Sunday Globe 
uitary Column has come in this year, but much more could 


Fe used if it was available. Brothers, try to think of the value 
i your camp of more publicity and be sure to send your items 
along in time to get them into the paper. 


__ I thank all the Brothers who have been so helpful in furnish- 
ing me the news and in aiding me in varioug other ways. 


I wish to thank you, too, Commander Sweet, for your assist- 
ance and to hope for vou many more years of service to aur 
_ beloved Order, 
Respectfully submitted, 


Wilfred H. Libbey, 
Department Publicity Secretary. 
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Report of Department Camp Instructor 
Addison A. Quinn, Camp 81, Chelsea 


To the Officers and Members of the Fifty-Fifth Annual En- 
campment of the Massachusetts Department, Sons of Union 
Veterans of the Civil War; 


T submit the report of the Department Camp Instructor 
for the year ending April 14, 1937. 


Five Schools of Instruction have been held as follows: 


May 16, Pembroke; February 12, Beverly. February 13, 
Holyoke; March 15, Lynn; March 20, Worcester. 


At all of these schools keen interest was manifest in the 
proper rendition of ottr Ritual and it was gratifying to have 
those in attendance take an active part. Many questions 
were asked signifying a desire for better work in our Camp 
rooms. 


We must remember, brethren, that candidates joining our 
Order receive their first and lasting impression of our Organiza- 
tion from the manner in whichthe e initiated. How essential 
it is, therefore, that our ritualis work be done in an A-1 
manner so that our new member may be imbued with the noble 
principles of our Order, creating in them a desire to live those 
principles, thereby aiding us in making our influence of value 
to the community. 


The opportunity today for real service to our Country and 
to Humanity is great. Brothers, we, as Sons of Union 
Veterans of the Civil Wat, are soon to be tried. We must 
be ready and not found wanting. 


Officers attention: The lesson in Patriotism given by our 
Patriotic Instructors should be given in an impressive manner. 
Instruction in Fraternity by our Junior Vice Commander; 
Instruction in Charity by our Senior Vice Commanders; Instruc- 
tion in Loyalty by our Camp Commanders; all of these 
splendid lessons, written for the benefit of candidates, demand 
of you your very best, that they may be conveyed to the 
person you are making a member of your camp in an under- 
standing manner, impressing upon them the fact that our 
Organization stands for these things that are worth while. 
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A good ritual well done means a steady, permanent growth 
for our Order, while a poorly rendered ritual or perhaps none 
at all spells ruin to the Camps so operating and eventually will 
have its effect on our entire Organization. To this end I want 
to see more interest taken in periecting our Ritual. May I 
recommend, right here, that Massachusetts go on record as being 
opposed to Article 3, Section + in the Constitution and Regula- 
tions and that our next Department Commander be instructed 
to use his influence at our next National Encampment te 
have this section declared null and void. 


It is with regret, Department Commander, that I have to 
report that 30 Camps receiving notice of the above schools being 
held, for some reason sent no representative. iN cannot help 
but feel that we will never progress properly until a more sin- 
cere interest is manifest among Camp Officers elected to carry 
on the work of our Organization. It is my earnest hope that 
during the coming year Camp Officers will exemplity a 
renewed interest in the Opening and Closing ceremonies as 
well as the Initiatory work in their respective Camps. Officers, 
the attractiveness of your Camps and the suce of our Order 
depends largely upon you. 


May I at this time express my sincere thanks to Past 
Commander, George W. Kimball of Camp SIF Chelsea, who 
served as Assistant Instructor with me again this year. His 
same splendid assistance was rendered and greatly appreciated. 


Much credit for the last four schools being held is due 
Brother Glendon W. Chase, Chief District Commander and a 
appreciate his hearty cooperation. I want also to thank at this 
time Department Commander Elias R. Sweet and other Diepart- 


ment as well as Past National and Department _ Officers 
who attended any of these schools and aided in their 
success. My especial thanks to those District Com- 


manders who helped in arranging the same. ‘To those Camps 
that furnished their quarters for -the meetings’ I extend my 
sincere thanks as well as that of the Department for the 
courtesy extended, 


Only sections of the State that signified they wanted schools 
of instruction were visited this year as I did not feel it advi 
able to travel any distance unless the interest was there and 
a favorable meeting was assured. Only $20.15 has been ex- 
pended this year for traveling expenses. 


Department Commander Sweet, I most heartily recommend 

the continuation of these schools and hope they will be in greater 
‘demand during the coming year. IT congratulate you wpon 
the splendid service you have given to the Organization the past 
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year, The efforts you have made are worthy of commendation 
and I know the response of your brethern will always be pleas- 
ant memories in your life. 


I wish to thank you for the opportunity that has been mine 
to serve with you. 


Massachusetts Department has every reason to be proud of 
you as its Department Commander. 


Respectfully submitted, 


Addison A. Quinn, 
Department Camp Instructor. 


Report of the Governor John A. Andrew 
Home Committee 


To the Officers and Members of the Fifty-Fifth Annual En- 
tampment of the Massachusetts Department, Sons of Union 
Veterans of the Civil War: 


Your Gov, John A. Andrew Home Committee desires to 
submit the following report: 


Shortly after the Encampment, 
Sweet requested all the members 
to serve on the same committee duri 


Department Commander 
st year’s committee 
administration, 


The request was granted and a joint meeting with the 
committee of our Auxiliary was held, at which plans were made 
for the Visitation and Field Day at the Home. Through the 
persona! efforts of Past Dept. S. V. C., Theodore C. Leutz, a 
43-piece band was secured for entertainment at the Home on 


June 20th. 


The weather was fine and a large number of visitors were 
present to enjoy the music and box lunches on the lawn. 


A feature of the programme was a visit to Sister Wads- 
worth’s collection of nearly 2,000 pitchers—no two alike. 


Department and National Officers were present and aided 
materially in adding to the interest of the programme. 

Following the Visitation and Field Day, a letter of appeal 
for donations to the general fund of the Home was mailed to the 
camps in the Department—which to date has resulted in a 
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response from the following camps: 5, 6, 14, 15, 16, 31, 39, 40, 50, 
52, 61, 62, 65, 72, 74, 79, 81, 82, 87, 89, 100, 104, 116, 127; 
143 to the tune of $70.20—of this amount, Camps 5, 6, 52 and 116 
gave $5.00 each. The average amount per camp being slightly 
less than $3.00. 


On Sunday, January 3rd, 1937, the New Year and Visitation 
Day was held at the Home. On account of the very stormy 
weather, the attendance was very small, however, an impromptu 
programme was carried out and gifts of remembrances were 
distributed among the members of the family circle. 


We extend our sincere thanks to each and everyone, who 
have in any way assisted us in bringing rays of sunshine into 
the lives of those who form the family circle at the Home in 
Washington Park, Newtonville. 


Financial Statement of Treasurer follows: 
April 14 1936—Balance on hand ...-.-+++++++e0: $10.00 
May-—Donations from Camps: 62, 50, 116, 40, 31; 89. 16.00 


June 20—Donation from members of S. WU. V..at 
Outing at the “Home” ..--.-.-+e+ seer reese 1,97 


Paid for 


May .5—Money order to “Home” 
May 7—Money order to “Home” 
May 7—Money order fee and postage ...---.+-- 22 
May 9—Mimeographing 125 


May 9—Postal cards and printing 
June 20—Extra car fares for 45 members of Ives 


SMP d ay fii cilia neice nas Stals wae vig ea oe 9.00 


27.97 


To the “Home” in Newtonville from Boston the carfare 1s 
twenty cents. The services and ten cents carfare each way 
of the band members were free, the extra fares we had to pay. 


Donations from Camps: 52, 5, 74, 16, 82, 39, 72; 
15. 143, 104, 100, 79, 50, 14, 61, 116, 40, 65; 
LO ZPOOMMOM SIM: inyAd cig o's Bdtsvi- are dls ase oles ove ie OAD 
From the cooperative efforts of William H. Reagan, 
Camp 1 and Henry A. Mayne, Camp 104 ....... 14,12 
68.32 
132] 


4 
letters sent out i 
DMiarGM ZOE: <i. ie bicienen oe 1.75 


——— , ONO ren 


aie 


Dec. 19, 1936—Paid for circulars and postage ...... 3.41 
1937—Money orders, checks and cash to “Home”.... 60.00 
Paid for money order fees and postage 


Balance on hand 


68.32 


Respectfully submitted, 


Charles Bradlee, 
Treasurer 


Yours in patriotic endeavor, 


Frank F, Johnson, Chairman 
Henry A. Mayne, Secretary 
Charles Bradlee, Treasurer 

Theodore C, Leutz 

Louis E, Winchell 


Report of Reception and Ball Committee 


The reception and ball committee consisting of five members, 
held a joint committee meeting with a like committee from the 
Auxiliary, on Friday, Feb, 26, 1937. William L. Anderson, Sr. 
was clected general chairman, and Maude Warren of the 
Auxiliary as secretary. Various sub-committees were appointed 
to carry out the program as outlined by the committee. It was 
yoted to hold the reception and ball in the main ball room of the 
Hotel Bradford where the convention was held. The ball was 
the largest ever held by the Sons and Auxiliary. Invitations 
were sent to all Veteran Organizations and their Auxiliaries, 
and many of them were present. Mabelle M, Ham, chairman 
of the Auxiliary had charge of the reception. William L. 
Anderson, Sr. had charge of the Trooping of the Colors, 
Waldron’s Orchestra of seven pieces furnished the music. In 
the Trooping of the Colors there were 243 colors and as escort 
to the colors forty members of various military groups took part. 
Bouquets of flowers were presented to the National President, 
Department President of the Auxiliary, and the Department 
Commander’s wife, by the committee. Mrs. Mary Maxwell had 
charge of all floral decorations. At 11:30 p. m. “Stunts” were 
conducted by Dr. E. W. Homan. 
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Expenses 

Music $35.00 
Printing 8.50 
Postage 13.16 
Flowers z 6.80 
$63.46 

Received at door 3.00 
‘Total Expenses : $60.46 
Auxiliary share, $30.23; Sons share, $30.23 $60.46 


Respectfully submitted, 


W.L. Anderson, Sr., Chairman 79 


Lawrence Riley 

George W. Kimball 81 

john B. Farrell 74 

Frank W. Lothrop 24 
Reception and Ball Committee. 


Report of Grave Marking Committee 


; March 28, 1937 
Elias R. Sweet, Commander 
Mass. Dept, S. U. V. C. W. 


Dear Sir and Brother: 
The Grave Marking Committee wishes to render the follow- 


ing as their report of activities during your year as commander, 
for your approval: 


Itemized reports are attached to this letter. 
Total expenditure, $15.67. 


‘ Number of Camps complying with our requests to furnisit 
a little data regarding their work on grave care, etc., 


Number of Camps not paying any heed to our letters, 63. 
[The camps in question are herein enumerated.| 
_ Total number of Towns reported with grave lists, 18, of 
which I furnished 1 city and 4 towns, total of 1625 graves. 
Total number of graves reported in these 18 towns, 5780. 
_A total of 159 pages listing these graves has been type- 
written, which are ready to turn over to my successor upon the 
call of the Department. 


I fully appreciate the honor that you conferred upon me as 
the Chairman of this Committee, and ‘hope that my efforts meet 
with your approval. It has been a pleasure to work for you, 
and I offer myself to your successor as one willing to do all 
in my power to complete what has so far been the success 
that it has. 

T would be ungrateful in closing this message without 
mentioning the GREAT fact that Brother Leon H. Palmer has 
assisted this Committee in no small way, and has done so with 
unbounded willingness and promptness. The Department is 
to be congratulated in this respect. In closing may I be per- 
mitted to diverge a little from strict business to quote the 
following that I read in a book entitled “Company M in the 
Spanish War” by Capt. Herbert O. Hicks and Fred A. Simmons 
published in 1899. He was relating sights that he viewed while 
in Cuba during the Spanish War. He states: 

“One of the peculiar hts to us was the Cemetery. It 
was built up in three tiers of cells or places for coffins. ‘The 
front was of marble and the vaults were of brick and cement. 
The coffin would be placed in the receptacle and cemented in, 
in front of which would be space for flowers and other things 
that iriends of the deceased might be pleased to place therein. 
This was enclosed in gl They pay so much per year for the 
use of the tomb, and when the parties hiring them fail to pay 
rent, the bones are taken out and dumped in a pile at one end 
of the cemetery. There was a pile of human bones of all kinds 
as big as a good sized house. Not a particularly pleasant 
sight to see.” 

I wish to make the following comment on the above. 

Let US review the situation as related. WE haven’t any 
such conditions here. OUR Veterans are BURIED, and the 
Commonwealth has made provision in its laws whereby, if the 
relatives of the deceased veteran cannot pay for the care of the 
lot wherein the veteran lies buried THE CITY or TOWN 
MUST. Now that alone does not suffice. Common decency 
demands that WE as their SONS should have enough respect 
for their sacrifices, so that we should carefully make a record 
of their last resting place ving all available data, such as, 
date. of death, age, service ord,ete., and keep same on file ina 
proper manner. In justice to the Chairman of the Grave 
Marking Committee and his assistants, I feel that those whose 
duty it is to make these records should co-operate with the 
Committee and thus help the Department in securing the 
records requested. Of course there is no chance that the 
bones of our Fathers will be “dumped into a pile for non- 
payment of rental charges” as happens to Cubans, YET IT: IS 
OUR DUTY to do all that we possibly can to see that the 
graves are registered and it can he done in no better way than 
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‘the way the Department has chosen. Perhaps my letter has 
been lengthy, but it, I hope, will show what I think of Camps 
that ignore the requests of a Committee appointed by the Com- 
mander of the Department. These reports CAN be secured. 
It only remains for the next committee to follow along in the 
work thus started, making progress on proven methods and 
instituting methods not heretofore used. TRY them out. If 
wone fails, substitute it with another, until ALL. CAMPS send 
in their reports. It cannot be done in one year, nor two, It 
will take time, but the longer that it is put off, the harder it will 
be to get the facts wanted. 

In closing may I refer to the splendid work that Brother 
Roger Hanners has performed on this Committee, especially 
in regard to a town [or CITY] in his part of the state where 
he really forced the authorities to obey the law regarding the 
‘care of Veterans’ graves. He went at the matter single handed, 
‘and with no encouragement from anyone, and succeeded in 
getting the authorities to appropriate money for the care of 
these graves, with a promise that now that they know what they 
were supposed to do, they would do it. A good piece of work, 
though no publicity came to him for it. If all SONS were as 
faithful to their duties as Brother Hanners this work would 
go on by leaps and bounds. © 

This Committee wishes you the greatest possible success 
in your future endeavors, and wish to re-state their thanks for 
being chosen to serve on this Grave Marking Committee. 

LaForest E. Osborne, Chairman, 
Grave Marking Committee, 
Mass. Dept, Sons of Union 
Veterans of the Civil War for 
the year, 1936-7. 


Total number of pages in report of Grave Locations 159 
Total number of towns reported with grave locations 18 


Towns teporting with number of graves in each: 


Acushnet 18 
Andover 309 
Beverly 585 
Boston, ete. 742 
Bridgewater 187 
Brockton 867 
Dartmouth 87 
Duxbury 246 
Easton 189 
Falmouth 83 
Freetown 6 
Hudson 213 
New Bedford 1,407 
Norwell” 94 
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Stow 36 
Waltham 518 
Wenham 66 
Westport 127 
Total 5,780 
Total number of graves reported 5,780) 
EXPENSE ACCOUNT OF GRAVE MARKING 
COMMITTEE ENDING APRIL 1, 1937 
1936 
May 12 Questionnaires LP AD) 
May 25 Postage 1.97 
Jun 12 State Law Copies 175 
Jun 20 Postage 3:7) 
May 25 Letters NS) 
Aug 12 Stationery [Hanners] 195 
Oct 6 Postage 1.5 
1937 
Feb 11 Postage 75, 
Stationery 50 
March Repairs to typewriter 1.00 
Total expenditure $15.67 


‘The following camps have answered in one way or another 
to the letters of this committee: 

2—5—6—7—9— 11—14—15—16 
37—40—41 +13 44454849. 
69—72—74—77—79—80—82—85—86—89—90—97—100— 101 
102—104—105—108—111—115—116—11\7—-118—134—141 
144 146—150. A total of 60 camps. 

(The following camps have not 
appeals for co-operation in this work: 


17. 24—26—29—30—34 
50—52—59—61—66—67— 68 


143 


made any reply to our 


Lynn — Somerville — Plymouth — Marshfield Hills — 
Hingham — Stoughton — Colrain — Lawrence —- Worcester 
[camp 25] — Fitchburg — Newtonville — So. Braintree — 


Amesbury — E. Weymouth — N. Adams — Roxbury [camp 46] 
Norwood — Jamaica Plain — Orange — Medford__Southbridge- 
_— Cambridge [camp 56] — East Hampton —Hyde Park 
Holyoke — Everett —- Holliston — Athol — Northboro 
Amherst —_ Lowell —_ Chelsea — Belchertown — Randolph 
Peabody — Scituate — Millbury — Danvers —Marlboro — 
Shelburne Falls — West Newbury — Charlestown — Upton 
Newburyport — Oxford — Marion __Agawam —_Northfield 
Holden __ East Templeton —_ Fiskdale —_ Westboro — Haver- 
hill —_ Carver __ Attleboro — Palmer — Rockport — Roxbury 
[camp 145] — Shrewsbury — Milford — Manchester — and 
Holbrook. A total of 63 Camps NOT reporting at all. 
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Report of the Grand Army of the Republic 
Highway Committee 


To the Officers and Members: 


_ Accepting the Chairmanship of the G, A. R. Highway Com- 
mittee, with the power to appoint my own committee, I selected 
the following members to serve; Fred E. Bolton, Past C. in C,, 
Hon. Thomas H. Buckley, State Auditor, and Past Commander 
of Camp 67, Hon. Edward H. Nutting, State Senator, and a 
member of camp 52, Leon H. Palmer, Department Secretary. 


Having had correspondence with the Commissioner of the 
State Public Works Department without success, the committee 
solicited the co-operation of the Governor, and received word 
that the state did not name highways, that same was routed by 
number only. Not being satisfied with this report your chairman 
Sy a letter to the Department of Public Roads, Washington, 
a G: requesting that this department authorize the naming of 
re tae No. 6 as “Grand Army of the Republic Highway” 
follov ses pie proper procedure for such action. I quote the 
ae ane tom the Bureau of Public Roads, through Congress- 
eCor mack, quote: “The only way in which this might be 
accomplished would be by appropriate legislation by the States 
involved or by Congress of the U. S.” " 


his peurene Senator Newland H. Holmes of Weymouth and 
aa Aan in the Grand Army Veterans, I immediately got 
ai peaeenith him and after several conferences he drew up a 
eae a ed as Senate Bill, No. 15. Notices were sent at once 
allied Penene individuals, as well as general orders to all the 
Peehia, requesting that they urge their Senators and 
iabate SS es to support this bill. A public hearing was held 
iMetiose Si eae before the committee on Highways and 
eee ies es under the direction of your chairman. The 
Saas hy Sine January 19, 1937, and representatives from the 
atessted nee organizations, Veterans of Foreign Wars, and 
sore pes filled the hearing room and voiced their 
Cane Oe naming of this highway. A week later the 
pierre nar Tighways reported favorable on the bill and it 
Fas a ee e Senate on January 26th, engrossed January 27th, 
tt was received in the House of Representatives, Jan. 28th and 
engrossed Feb. 2nd. Then it went to the Governor for his 
signature on Feb. 10th and upon request of the chairman the 
Governor did not sign it until Feb. 12th [Lincoln’s Birthday] 
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1937, Comrade Frederick H. Bishop of the G, A. R., William 
L. Anderson, Sr. and William L. Anderson, Jr., originator of 
the naming of the highway witnessed the Governor signing 
the bill. 


The committee is now planning to dedicate this highway 
in the city of New Bedford, Sunday May 16th at 3 p.m. with 
a parade, dedicatory exercises and banquet. 


A Resolution was adopted at the National Encampment to 
continue this highway from coast to coast, and Commander-in- 
Chief Dyer appointed Chairman Anderson as National Chair- 
man who with the aid of a committee of 45 members will en- 
deavor to carry out this project. 


The committee expresses sincere thanks to Senator Holmes, 
and to all who sent endorsements or assisted at the hearing. 


William L. Anderson, Sr., Chairman 
Fred E, Bolton, 

Thomas H. Buckley, ¢ 

Leon H. Palmer, 

Edward H. Nutting. 


Report of the Radio Committee 


To the Officers and Members of the Fifty-Fifth Department 
Encampment: 


Twelve months of radio responsibilities and satisfactions, 
it all were told, would occupy too much space in the Encamp- 
ment Proceedings to be proportionate with other Department 
activities. Here we are endeavoring to give our Brothers some 
of the more important and significant happenings of the past 
year. First we remind you of the programs’ that went on the 
air. Our speakers broadcasted on the following subjects. [April 
4, to July 28, inclusive, 1936] ‘The Camera Among Civil War 
Scenes, Encampment Pr am, WBZ, guest speakers, Com- 
manders-in-Chief, Oley Nelson, G. A. R., and Richard F. Locke, 
S, U. V., North Anna River Battle Experiences by 
P.S.V.C. in C. [G. A. R.] William H. Wormstead, WEEL., 
Stoughton Memorial Building Project. Origin of “John Brown’s 
Body’ and other Civil War Songs, The Mighty Who Fell, Walt 
Whitman and the Civil War, Memories, Recollections of ’61, 
Adjutant’s Locomotive Scouting Story, A Youth of 61, The 
Inspiring Boys in Blue [Governor James M. Curley the speaker, 
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unavoidably detained but who sent Mrs. Agnes H. Parker], 
The Perilous Inaugural Journey of President Lincoln, Birthday 
Party Honoring P. S. V .C. in C. [G. A. R.] William H: 
Wormstead who spoke, with P. C. in C. Frank L. Kirchgassner, 
Je}, 10), Past Instructor William F. Homan and your chairman; 
substantial gifts presented, ‘As God Was With Our Father So 
May He Be With Us’ [Boston’s Motto], ‘Prisoner of Shark 
Island’ [motion picture] and Its Hero, Mr. Mudd reviewed by 
Col. F. G. Bauer, Speakers, in addition to those above mentioned, 
FB. R. Graprie, Editor American Photography Magazine, Com- 
rade Charles A. Miles and Harold M, Drown, ‘both of Stoughton, 
Past Department Chaplain, Dr. David L. Martin, P. D. C. Guy 
Richardson, Joe Mitchell Chapple, Past C. in C, Dr. E, W. 
Floman, Past National President [W. R. C.] Agnes H, Parker 
[2 appearances], Historian Albert Bushnell Hart, Department 
Patriotic Instructor Fred Ela Warren and H. Harding Hale, 
P. D.C. The above programs, except as specified, issued from 
the studio of WMEX, 


During August and September our activities were suspended. 
A prospective Fall series through the same studio remained “on 
the waiting list” during that period and has since continued. 
Network contract programs, and during the strenuous campaign, 
political committees and candidates, greatly curtailed the station's 
available time. Such competitors for radio time as were just 
fons are important factors in making broadcasting sta- 
ee ee: y As for our use of the microphone, from which 

station has received no compensaticn other than our words 


a gratitude, it has been very difficult to meet the competition 
above mentioned, 


paras cmbers of this Department and elsewhere have been kept 
Meets in Rie radio efforts in articles we inserted in the year's 
developing ee ganner”. This enterprise which has been 
iby Sits uae for over four years, has been watched 
Conan the “Banner”, in near and distant parts of the 
otvittar eat fe: Many of them are concerned over loss 
PSs ae bie He members and declining power of Camp officers 
ibinkters ea bers to their meetings. Another concern of these 
of the Civil ete is the growing unfamiliarity with the story 
Be BeSGohe ie among the younger people. That story cannot 

ér fee ue to the youth of today by the few surviving 
cy hudped rs-old veterans who once were telling the story 
site ents eats strong. These interested members tell 
Bre eS ee . the largest opportunity ever to get the history 
pane: s deeds of Lincoln’s volunteers directly to the 
Pars Many thousand families of New England. They know 
how priceless are the lessons these reminders of our fathers” 
suffering and sacrifice to save the Union convey. 
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Finally, your Committee, after much study to provide the 
most effective radio programs, concluded that the best form in 
which to present these stories to produce real and enduring 
results is that of dramatization. Despite difficulties, too ex- 
tended to be told here, your Committee has arranged for the 
preparation and presentation of several dramatic programs from 
the studio of WHDH. The stories these programs will tell, 
the episodes they will include, struck us as unusually interesting 
and revealing. 

We recommend that the sum of twenty-five [25] dollars 
be appropriated by this Encampment for the work of this com- 
mittee for the ensuing year. 

H. Harding Hale 

Fred E, Warren 

David L, Martin, M.D. 
Department Radio Committee 


Report of the Committee on Junior 
Organization 
William L. Anderson, Jr., Camp 79, Melrose 


To the Officers and Members of the Fifty-Fifth Annual En- 
campment of the Massachusetts Department, Sons of Union 
Veterans of the Civil War: 

I suggested to the Program and Policy Committee of the 
department that a junior organization of men up to 25 years of 
age, divided into divisions in different parts of the state to hold 
meetings quarterly might be the means of holding the interest 
of the young men. The suggestion was incorporated into the 
report of the committee and was acted on favorably at the 54th 
Department Encampment without debate. 


A meeting of organization for such a group was held at Head- 
quarters in Boston. Whether it was lack of interest or faulty 
notice, I do not know, but the meeting was so poorly attended 
that the idea in my mind had completely collapsed. I wanted 
to send out a special letter notifying the camps of the meeting 
but I was advised to put the notice in, tha General Orders. Per- 
haps the camps fail'to read the Orders, at’ any rate the response 
was very poor. 


The subject up to its being mentioned in the General Orders 
was almost entirely overlooked. There was little discussion as 
to its possible merit. Thereafter, however, in travelling around 
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April 8, 1937. 


the department, I heard criticism that convinced me that the 
project should for the present at least, be dropped. “The con- 
sensus of opinion was that the camps to a large extent are relying 
upon the youthful members for enthusiasm and progressive sug- 
gestions and to redirect their efforts to an organization of 
young men would probably lessen their camp activities rather 
than increase it. This one argument convinced me that the 
project might take all the life out of many camps and the pro- 
posed project would work an unintended hardship. 

I therefore respectively suggest that the subject for the 
present be permitted to rest. 


Fraternally yours, 


William L, Anderson, Jr., 
For the Committee. 


Report of the Department Organizer 
Ralph L. Smith, Camp 79, Melrose 


Department Co Lae ees 2 
= ommander and Members BY Chae Th 
Encampment: i embers of the Fifty-Fifth 


ees, the year, an attempt has been made, in several 

satay les, to arouse interest and organize new camps. How- 
, very little real progress has been made. 

ena Quincy, Assistant Department Organizer, Frank H. 
ond has made an attempt to get eligibles together but 


ies BE es 
ae Bpcoun tered the same obstacles as those who have made 
empt in previous years. 


local 


es Brookline, our late brother Ball, also an Assistant 
g 


anizer Oriaa - 
a er worked zealously for a new camp but without 


success. 


There has 
as also been at arouse intere t y 
anne Maghitiesd, n attempts to arouse interest at Andover 


Per . d 
ersonally [ nave been physically unable to give the atten- 


tion, or $ 

‘be! able Co ee el about our department as the Organizer should 

thane y i eal success is to be obtained. 

aethiss health has so handicapped me in this important work 
§ critical time in our Department. 


Respectfully submitted, 


Ralph L. Smith, 
Department Organizer. 
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I regret very much. 


‘aa 
| Report of the Chief of District 


a St — 


Commanders 


Glendon W. Chase, Camp 109, Newburyport 


To the Officers and Brothers of the Fifty-Fifth Encampment: 


I hereby submit my report as Chief of District Commanders 
covering the activities of twenty-four District Commanders 
throughout the Department for the past year. While the 
majority of these men showed keen interest and ability in the 
thoroughness of their work, still a few left much to be desired 
and so I shall endeavor to summarize as briefly as possible 
the general condition of camps throughout the state as report- 
ed to me. 


In addition tu compiling these reports from District Com- 
manders, I have tried to the best of my ability to assist other 
staff officers wherever and whenever I -could, such as notifying 
camps of a School of Instruction, checking on questionnaires for 
the grave registration committee, and whatever other services I 
could give. 


Brother LaForest Osborne, one of the outstanding District 
Commanders, reports many visits to all camps. Taunton, Fall 
River, Marion and Falmouth all in good condition and all in- 
spected. Somerest unable to hold inspection. 


Brother Hanners reports entire district in good condition 
with inspections at Beverly Farms, Gloucester and Rockport; 
Manchester coming back, but unable to hold inspection. 

Brother Hawley reports district comprising Camps 7, 20; 
53, 65, 99, 121 as very good. Several visits made and majority 
inspected. 

Brother Procter forwards a fine report: Six camps all 
visited several times and all inspected by him. All in good 
condition, including Camps 2, 25, 92, 107, 127, 148. 

Brother Howlett reports Camps 146, 122, 71 visited and 
inspected, all in good condition. Camp 147 is trying to stage 
a comeback. 

Brother Howland reports district in fair condition, with 
Lawton Camp going strong, having produced a new auxiliary of 
twenty-five members. 
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_ Brother Marshall reports general condition of district as 
satisfactory, with Camps 54 and 106 as two exceptions; Chelsea 
and Everett going strong. ; 


Brother Richardson reports on the Merrimac Valley all 
Camps visited and in fair condition. 


Brother Foley reports general condition of Camps 28, 40, 68, 
82 as good; requests school of instruction be combined with 
District Commander Frost in Fitchburg, 


Brother Southwick reports much work put into district 
comprising 13, 16, 84, 133, 161 with apparent results, 


Brother Rule reports a very active year with many visits 
to all camps, each camp inspected and in good condition, includ- 
ing Camps 60, 120, 76,57, 15,44 and 48. In addition to his duties. 
as District Commander, Brother Rule was active on the 
Western Massachusetts Committee for the midyear meeting. 
He also requests that Amherst No. 76 be changed from this 
district to that now covered by Brother Lemon. 


Brother Kimball’s reports show many visits to all camps 
and inspections of Camps 3, 14, 29, 56, 61. Camps 56 and él 
have consolidated with apparent success. Also Camps 105 and 

are considering doing likewise. 
_ Brother King reports Camps 125, 55, 112 and 85 visited and all 
mspected. Al] are in fine condition with the exception of 85. 


oe Teport from Brother King from a hard district to cover. 
al camps being widely separated. 


Brother Lothrop reports visits to all camps and inspection 
of Danvers and Beverly; Salem and Peabody unable to hold 
Inspections, “ 

Pee cesien I sincerely hope that this office of Chief of 
eats ommanders has been of some benefit to the Order, 
funiey ae i uthfully say that I more than appreciate this oppor- 
ais having served our Order. My hearty thanks to my 

Ww workers for their kind cooperation. 


Respectfully submitted in F. C. & L., 


Glendon W. Chase, 
Chief of District Commanders. 
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Guide:—Commander, The Commander-in-Chief of the Sons 
‘of Union Veterans and his aide are waiting for admittance to 
this Encampment. 


Brother F. L. Kirchgassner [P. C-in-C.] :—1 move the report 
of the Department Commander be recieved and referred to the 
Committee on Officers Reports. 


Senior Vice Commander Bradlee:—Is there any objection? 
Tt is a vote and I do so declare it. [Senior Vice Commander 
resumes his station]. [Commander Sweet resumes his Chair.] 


Commander Sweet:—You will escort to this station the 
Commander-in-Chief of the Sons of Union Veterans, 

Guide:—li is my pleasure to introduce to you the Com- 
mander-in-Chief of the Sons of Union Veterans, William Allen 
Dyer. 


Department Commander Sweet:—Brothers, salute. Guide, 
you will present the Commander-in-Chiei to this station. 


[Applause | 


Guide :—Commander, it gives me great pleasure to introduce 
to you Past Commander Fred C. Barnard of New York. 


Department Commander Sweet:—You will present Past 
Commander Barnard to this station, |Applause] 


Department Commander Sweet:—At this time, Brothers, 
we will listen to the roll-call of Officers. 


. Department Secretary Leon H. Palmeer:—[Calls the roll] 
Sir, the roll is called. 

Brother Henry F. Weiler [P. D. C.]:—I wish to make my 
usual motion, which is that the balance of the reports of the 
Department Officers and Committees be read by title only, 
unless especially called for, except that all recommendations 
contained in them be read in full; that figures showing the net 
gain or loss in membership, net gain or | in the General Fund, 
Permanent Fund, G. A. R. Fund and Benjamin J. Loring Fund; 
be reported. 


[This motion seconded by several Brothers.] 

Department Commander Sweet:—It is a vote and I do so 
declare it. ; 

Secretary Palmer :—The Officers’ Reports have gone to your 
Committee on Officers’ Reports. Some have just been handed 
in and I had no chance to go through them. Perhaps the Chair- 
men can tell whether they have any recommendations contained 
in them. The Commander had three in his report which you 
have heard. 
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Brother Frank L. Kirchgassner:—As the roll of Officers 
was called it brought to my mind the fact that we have a member 
with us today who, twenty-five years ago was presiding at the 
meeting. He has made a great sacrifice to be with us today and 
that member is James T. Wellington. |Applause] 

Secretary Palmer:—I can give you the information regard- 
ing the net gain or loss in membership, also regarding funds. 
The 1936 Encampment had 123 Camps represented, with a 
membership of 4527. We have lost.two Camps this year; one 
on account of disbandment with a loss of 17 members and the 
other due to consolidation with another Camp, with loss of 
none. In 1936 we had 4527 members; Up to April 10, 1937, with 
30 Camps not reporting we had 4325, with a net loss of 202. 
In regard to the Funds; I the'Permanent Fund, for 1936 we had 
$9167.50; at the present time for 1937 we have $9158.67, which 
shows a shrinkage of $8.83. In the G. A. R. Fund, for 1936 we 
had $1100.47 and in 1937 we have $626.12, a shrinkage of $474.35. 
In the Organization Fund, in 1936 we had $809.62. it is now 
$804.66 which shows a shrinkage of $4.96. 

Department Commander Sweet:—I am sure we are happy 
this afternoon that we have our Chief with us. This year it has 
been my pleasure on three occasions to be with him and associ- 
ated with him and we have beer pals, and at this time I have 
the honor and privilege of presenting to you Commander-in- 
Chief of the Sons of Union Veterans of the Civil War, William 
A. Dyer of Syracuse, N. Y. 

Commander-in-Chief William A. Dyer:—Depariment Com 
mander, Past Commanders-in-Chief, all of whom are an orna- 
ment to the Sons of Union Veterans and the State of Massachu- 
setts, and Brothers: I have listened with interest to a part of 
your Department Commander’s report. These reports are 
extremely important. They should be treated by your Committee 
on Officers’ Reports with very deep care and every recom- 
mendation carefully considered in every way and added to if in 
any way they can be supplemented. It is a great pleasure to 
be here and come home to my own native State. I was born 
in this state and my father was one of the first Volunteers to 
the Civil War. Last September I was chosen your Commander 
in-Chief. For the last four or five years | have been urging 
our Order to make itself a power in this Nation for patriotic 
SETVICE- I thought there was no better time to present 
the picture of this Organization. I thoroughly approved the 
report at the National Encampment. It was not a pretty report 
to have presented to it but it was a just report. There were 
some things in that report of which I would like to speak; one 
was that the amount allotted to the Commander-in-Chief should 
be cut and that I approved. I then asked every man present. 
if he was willing to accept a remedy which I proposed if he 
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would stand on his feet to signify his willingness. One way 
was to go into his own pocket and the other way was to increase 
our membership and thus increase our financial resources. 


That was what I recommended and it was accepted. I asked if 
the 318 men were willing to do their utmost to bring in more 
members and every man rose to his feet. I have, therefore, felt 
that I had 318 good men back of me. This meeting in Washing- 
ton was a distinctive meeting of your Organization. There 
were present Commanders-in-Chief, Past Commanders, past and 
present Camp Officers and a géneral sprinkling of the rank 
and file. Now, having reached that point, the next step was 
to get in touch with our Department Commanders and Officers. 
There were twenty-five Department Commanders and 300 
Officers. Beyond that were 750 Camp Commanders and 8000 
Camp Officers throughout the United States and that was our 
Next point of attack. We have a glorious object; we are a good 
organization. We need to rouse ourselves to our own standing. 
Itcan be done. It takes about three months to organize an ordin- 
ary Campaign. When you come to deal with 24,000 men 
situated all over the United States it takes more than that time 
to start a Campaign and I would not expect much results from 
October 31st to December 31st. We had on December 31st the 
smallest loss we have had in fifteen years. What more could 
we do? We had four allied organizations; the Woman’s Reliei 
Corps, the Ladies of the G. A. R., the Daughters and our own 
Auxiliary. 1 saw each officer of these organizations and I spoke 
pretty plainly to them. I said, “Ladies, we would be appreciative 
of course of your visits, but we would rather not have you take 
our time up at the next National Encampment with greetings, 
pleasant words and flowers. We are out for business this year.” 
T got from everyone a pledge to exert themselves to help the 
Song this year. I have corresponded with those 318 men and 
[ am going to report the results to their work. There were 
271 members produced by the 318 delegates at Washington. 
Since then 44 men have come in and this morning I got a report 
of 4 more. This group has already produced 316 new members 
for this organization.’ Applications are out for 121, most of 
which will be members this month, This organization ot dele- 
gates will produce 500 new members before this year is over. 
Tam not proud of this month’s Banner. This issue has been 
crowded; much has had to be omitted and we are all sorry 
for it. I am hoping finances will be in shape so that we can 
get back to a Banner once a month. This is the financial return 
up to April lst. We were $1369 better off on March 30th than 
on September 30th. ‘That is an achievement. They have only 
begun to feel the effect of the increased membership. T shall 
continue to praise you and I hope you will take it and I hope 
you will like it. [Applause] 


PZ 


_ _Guide:—Commander, there are three members of the G. 
A. R. in the rear of the hall. 


Department Commander Sweet:—You will please present 
them. 


Guide:—Commander, I present to you and this Encampment | 
a delegation from the G. A. R. 

Guide :—I have the honor to introduce to you Dennis Driscoll, 
‘Commander of Post 15 of the G, A. R., Boston. 

Escort:—Commander, I have the pleasure of introducing 
to you E. George Biddle, Chaplain-Elect of the G. A. R. 

Escort:—I have the pleasure to present Comrade Gay, Past 
Commander of the G. A. R. 


Department Commander Sweet:—Brothers, salute. Atten- 
tion. Guide, you will present the Comrades to this platform. 


Department Commander Sweet:—I am sure, Brothers, we 
are mighty happy to have these Comrades with us this after- 
noon and I am going to ask Comrade Driscoll to say Just a few 
words. 


Comrade Dennis Driscoll:—Sons of Union Veterans, I feel 
very pleased to be with you and am delighted to be here. It 
reminds me of all of our own meetings in the past when we 
would have 250 to a meeting. Now I am the only one left 
at Post 15. We have no meetings at all. I will not take up 
your time further. [Applause] 


Department Commander Sweet:—Brothers, I present to 
‘you Chaplain-Elect of the G, A. R., E. George Biddle. 


Chaplain-Elect E, George Biddle:—I am certainly glad to 
be here. I love Boston. I enlisted in the Army from this city, 
in 62. I am glad to see this large body of splendid looking 
young men. I have been attending large numbers of the | 
Woman’s Relief Corps meetings in Connecticut. I am glad 
to meet with you and glad to see you. I feel more at home 
among Army men than I do with ministers. Stand true to the 
flag, boys. I believe you do that. Be loyal to the Country. 
Stand by the flag, as you do. That flag does not know any 
color line. My race is ostracized in many respects but it is not 
in the flag. The flag treats every man the same regardless of 
creed or color and I hope you boys measure up to it. [Applause] | 


¢ Department Commander Sweet:—I know the next Comrade 
is well known to us all and I take pleasure in introducing 
Comrade Gay. 

Comrade George E. Gay:—Commander and Sons of Union 
Veterans of the Civil War. First, I am going to bring to you 


the greetings of the G: A. R. If it were not for you we would 
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not have any Department today. You have been most generous 
and most kind to the Comrades of the G. A. R. and through your 
efforts you have made us what we are. Sons of Union Veterans 
of the Civil War, I am glad to be with you this afternoon. 
You are a fine looking bunch of men. It will not be long before 
there will not be any of us on the firing line. Boys, | am going 
to see you in just a year from today. We are going to meet 
again. God bless you and goodbye. [Applause] 


Department Commander Sweet:—I am going to ask Rev. 
A. A. Bronsdon to respond. 


[Rev. A. A. Bronsdon responded. ] 


Guide:—There are three Past Department Commanders of 
Rhode Island and also the son of Commander Driscoll awaiting 
entrance to this Encampment. 


Department Commander Sweet:—Guides, you will please 
escort the Comrades from this meeting. [G. A. R. delegation 
retires. | 


Department Commander Sweet:—Before we have the other 
delegations I will ask Past Commander-in-Chief Fred E, Bolton 
to respond to our Commander-in-Chief, Brother Dyer. 


Brother Fred E. Bolton:—Department Commander, Com- 
mander-in-Chief and Brothers, it is a customary thing to select 
somebody to tell the Commander-in-Chief that the delegation 
is very glad he is here and to welcome him and tell him as pretty 
as he can that they are glad to see him and usually they do not 
ask me to do that.- I have listened to what you have to say and 
T have learned a great deal from you. You have the vision to do 
things. The trouble is, no matter how well you do, the man 
who succeeds you will not do it half as well. [ like the thought 
you have about organizing men and the results you are getting. 
You are using your head and I hope we are using our heads. 
T am not so sure what the future means. If they just keep on 
electing your type of Commander-in-Chief I would be sure. I 
thank you. [Applause] 


Guide:—Commander, the delegation from Rhode Island is 
awaiting entrance. 


Department Commander Sweet:—Guide, you will present 
the delegation to this station. 


.Guide:—Commander, IT have the pleasure to present a 
delegation of the Sons of Union Veterans from the Department 
of Rhode Island. 


Escort No, 1:—Commander, I have the honor to present F. 
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O. Arnold, Past Department Commander of Rhode Island. 


Escort No. 2:—Commander I have the pleasure of introduc- 
ing F. S. Reavey, Past Department Commander of Rhode Island. 


Escort No. 3:—Commander, it is my pleasure to introduce to 
this Encampment James W. Richard, Past Department Com- 
mander of Rhode Island. 


Department Commander Sweet:—Guide, you will please 
present them to this rostrum. 


Department Commander Sweet:—Brothers. at this time I 
am sure you will want just a few words from, the personal aide 
to our Commander-in-Chief, Brother Frank Barnard. 


Personal Aide Barnard:—Department Commander, Com- 
mander-in-Chief, Past National Commanders and Brothers ot 
this Massachusetts Convention: there may be more or less ot 
an air of mystery in regard to this personal aide. I do not re- 
call any other personal aides except last year. when Commander 
Locke had his personal aide. At Washington, Brother Dyer and 
I were down to lunch in the hotel dining room and he asked 
me if I knew someone he could appoint as an aide to himself. 
I suggested two or three men that I knew were close to him and 
he said no, they would not accept anywa » after his election he 
came to me and said he was going to visit the Auxiliary and 
Daughters and the other allied organizations and wanted to 
know if | wanted to go along’ and had it announced that I was 
his personal aide. ‘To date } have been unable to have him 
define my duties. I am glad to be with you and wish you 2 
most successful Convention. Thank you. [Applause] 


Commander-in-Chief Dyer:—Commander, I have to leave 
now for a consultation elsewhere but I want to say it has been 
a great joy to have been here. We have some very fine Depart 
ment Commanders and all are doing a remarkable work. I want 
to thank you for the attention you have given me and I hope 
Massachusetts wiil lead this Campaign. Connecticut and 
Pennsylvania are running neck and neck and Massachusetts 1S 
pretty closely following. Thank you very much. [Applause] 
[Commander-in-Chief Dyer and personal aide withdraw.] 


Department Commander Sweet:—Brothers. we are behind 
our schedule, We are due upstairs for the Memorial Services. 
At this time we are going to hear from Rhode Island. Brothers. 
I present to you Brother F. O. Arnold of Rhode Island. 


Past Department Commander F. G. Arnold:—Members of 
the Massachusetts Department Sons of Union Veterans, your 
Commander has said you are running behind schedule and i 
will not delay the train very long. We in Rhode Island think 
you cannot run your Encampment unless we come up here. 
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want to take this opportunity to bring you greetings from your 
sister Department of Rhode Island and assure you we are root- 
ing for you fellows and wish you a very successful department. 


[Applause | 


Department Commander Sweet:—Brothers, we will now 
have a word from Brother Richard of Rhode Island. 


Past Departmant Commander James W. Richard:—Com- 
mander, | am new at this and will not take up much time but I 
came up here with good intentions and want to help you all 
T can. [Applause] 


Department Commander Sweet:—Brothers 1 now present 
to you Brother Reavey of Rhode Island. 


Past Department Commander F. S. Reavey :—Commander, 
I know you are running behind time but just want to, say this. 
Iam mighty glad to have this opportunity of coming up to 
Massachusetts and renewing acquaintances and I bring the greet- 
ings of the Rhode Island and my own greetings and the hope that 
you will have a successful Encampment. The boys of Rhode 
Island are with you. I hope Massachusetts leads Connecticut 
in the Membership Drive. | \pplause| [Delegation withdraws] 


Department Commander Sweet:—Brothers, if there is no 


objection we will jump to the nomination of Officers with no 
speeches. 


Secretary Leon H. Palmer:—Brothers, the Chairman of 
your Officers’ Reports Committee has found two recommenda- 
tions, one from our Junior Vice Department Com., which I will 
read . 


Junicr Vice Commander H. Glenn Sumner :—That resolu- 
tion was made as a result of a talk with Commander Sweet. 
He said that when appointing District Commanders they should 
not have their own Camp in their district. For the general 
goed of the work of the year there are cases where a man should 
have his own Camp in his own district. 


Secretary Palmer :—The other is from Brother Quinn, which 
IT will read. 

That is all. 

Brother Henry F. Weiler [P. D. C.]:—There is just one 


thing that has been overlooked; that is the net gain or loss in 
the General Fund. That was not mentioned. 


Secretary Palmer :—In 1936 we had $1143.71 and the balance 


this year is $950.70, but it is really larger due to the figures which 
will appear on reports from 30 camps which have not yet been 
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received. There was an increase of the per capita tax for half 
of the year from 9c. to 10c. per member, which made a difference 
to us in the six months of about $90.00. 


Brother C. H. E. Moran [P. D. C.] :—May I ask the members 
of the Committee on Officers’ Reports to meet me immediately 
after the session. 


Secretary Palmer:—May I read a communication from the 
Chairman of the Department Council? 


Newton, April 12, 1937 


To the Members of the Fifty-Fifth Encampment Sons of Union 
Veterans of the Civil War: 

Brothers: 

Tt is with deep regret that, circumstances beyond my con- 
trol, compel me to resign my position on the Department Council. 

Realizing that in all probability I will not be able to visit 
Headquarters again or perform any of the duties of the office 
makes me feel that resignation is the only fair and just way to 
both the Department and myself. 


I am truly sorry that sickness has compelled me to take 
this action, 
Trusting that the Encampment may be both harmonious 
and productive of good sound legislation. 
Fraternally, 
William T. Tisdale 


That leaves the whole Department Council open. You will 
have to elect three members this year. Brother Tisdale has 
resigned, Brother Austin has died and Brother Louis E. 
Winchell’s term expires, 


Brother Fred E, Bolton [P. C-in-C.]:—! am going to move 
you that Brother Tisdale’s resignation be accepted and that 
Secretary Palmer write in behalf of this Encampment, express- 
ing to Brother Tisdale our appreciation of his long.and_ useful 
service to this organization and our deep regret that his sickness 
makes this advisable. [Seconded by several] 

Department Commander Sweet:—It is a vote and I so 
declare it. 


Brother Louis E, Winchell:—Brother Tisdale regrets ex- 
ceedingly that he is compelled to send in this resignation, 
Brother ‘Tisdale has signed all the reports up to the present 
time and everything is clear. He regrets that more of the 
Brothers do not communicate with him or go to see him. He 
is not able to walk but his mind is clear. 
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Department Commander Sweet:—Brothers, we will now 
proceed to the nomination of Officers. 


Brother Doherty [26] :—I make a motion - - - - - 


Brother Henry F. Weiler [P. D. C.]:—Il call ior a point of 
order. The Resolutions and Communications have not been 
read, 


Department Commander Sweet:—The point of order is well 
taken. 


Secretary Palmer:—I have here another recommendation 
which was found and is from Brother Frank Kirchgassner in 
regard to uniforms. 


Elias R. Sweet, Commander 
Mass. Dept. S. U. V.C. W. 
Boston. Mass. 


Dear Commander: 


Some time ago you appointed me to be chairman of a com- 
mittee to present a report on the matter of a uniform for our 
Department as directed by the 54th Encampment. 

I did not feel that I should accept the responsibility of 
appointing other members of the committee, as no others were 
appointed by you. JT submit this report and recommendations. 
based on my opinion and those of several other members with 
whom I have discussed this matter, and if you desire so to do. 
you can submit this to the Encampment for action theron. 

This reference of the question of uniforms to a committee 
was recommended by the committee on resolutions, as reported 
on pp. 86-87 of the proceedings of the 54th Encampment, in liew 
of accepting the uniform as suggested by Camp 58 of Hyde 
-Park. 

I found that in all cases where members were interviewed, 
they have objected to the hat proposed as part of the uniform 
because it too closely resembled the G, A, R. hat. In some 
instances the Brothers of Camp 58 have been mistaken for G. A. 
R. Comrades, and this was true at the Washington Encampment 
when newspapers reported several young looking veterans march- 
ing with the Massachusetts Department G. A. R. While the 
Comrades still remain with us, this mistake must not be tolerated. 
T would therefore recommend that this Encampment disapprove 
the hat now worn by Camp 58 and request them to discontinue 
the wearing of same. 


Our organization is a civic body, but has the right to 
maintain a Military Department or units of same, as described 
in the Constitution and Regulations, pages 39-40 under Sons of 
Veterans Reserves, special reference being called to Section III. 
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The hope for the future of our organization lies in securing 
of young men, grandsons and great grandsons of veterans, and 
to them the uniform will appeal as it did to many of our members 
years ago. An effort to establish military units along such lines 
as provided by the Reserves of the Pennsylvania Dept. should 
be encouraged and fostered. 


_ To make a start, however, in complying with our Regula- 
tions, I would suggest that the Encampment go on record as 
recommending that our members discontinue the use of the 
braided blouse as now generally worn, and substituting therefor 
the blouse with five buttons similar to the one worn by the 
soldiers during the Civil War, and providing for the wearing of 
the cap of that period as provided for the Reserves or else 
the cap of the regulations of 1898, as now, generally worn. 


Even with the adoption of these provisions the men who 
equip themselves with a uniform should be willing to meet 
occasionally to perfect themselves in military bearing, tacties 
and discipline. 


A very drastic change would have to be made to bring this 
about, and obedience thereto would have to be required to 
make it effective. As this does not seem possible to accomplish 
at this time, T believe that if a goodly number of members, 
interested in the movement to change our style of dress. would 
equip themselves as suggested, and give time to military instruc- 
tion, they could by example soon bring all into line. 


x Respectfully submitted in F, C. & L., 


Frank L. Kirchgassner, 
Past Department Commander 


Department Commander Sweet:—Brother Kirchgassner, 
what is your pleasure? 


Brother Frank L, Kirchgassner [P. C-in-C.]:—It is in the 
hands of the Committee. 


Department Commander Sweet:—Are there any more 
recommendations? 


Secretary Palmer:—Not that I know of. 


Brother Henry F, Weiler [P- D. C.]:—There are a lot of 
recommendations. My point of order is that the Encampment 
comes here at this time to hear what has been done through 
the year. I think the Encampment is entitled to know what is 
before them. How are you fellows going to know the recom- 
mendations or know what has been put before this Encampment 
for action? I ani trying my best to put before the Encampment 
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in proper form matters you are going to act upon tomorrow. 
The Secretary said he had them but I do not know anything 
about them. My point of order is that these things should be 
read now and referred to the Committees. 


Brother C. W. Goldthwaite [31:—I came here at 1:30 to 
draw up a resolution to send Governor Hurley in regard to his 
vetoing of the repeal of the Teachers Oath Bill. I drew it up mn 
rough shape. I presented them to the Commander He told 
me to present them to Brother Weiler; someone said, Give it to 
Quinn” and the first thing it came back to the Commander and 
Weiler said “I do not know where I am at”. It is important that 
this resolution should be presented to Governor Hurley in 
appreciation of his action. There is something under cover that 
the majority of the members of this Convention know nothing 
about and we cannot find out what is going on. 


Secretary Palmer:—I would like to answer both Brothers, 
Weiler and Goldthwaite. ‘There is nothing to hide in this Con- 
vention, so far as this desk is concerned. That letter is right 
here that Brother Goldthwaite wrote but I do not consider it is 
a resolution. T will read the letter and see if the Convention is 
in agreement with me: 


Boston, April 13, 1937 

Hotel Bradford, 
Honorable Charles F. Hurley, 
Governor of Massachusetts. 
Dear Governor: ; 

The Massachusetts Department of the Sons of Union 
Veterans of the Civil War, in Encampment, assembled desire 
to express publicly our grateful appreciation on your stand 
jn vetoing the Repeal of the Teachers Oath Bill that some of 
our Educators of this Commonwealth were not willing, and do 
not now believe in, is the best Legislation for Massachusetts. 


The great number of Patriotic Societies of our State are 
with you heart and soul in your vetoing such a measure. 


Yours very truly, 


C. W.Goldthwaite, 3 
Junior Vice Commander 


1! would not consider that a resolution. There is no reason 
why it should not be read and there is nothing to hide about 
it. I would be glad to see the Convention here endorse it and 
send such a letter to Governor Hurley but when you talk about 
under-cover stuff, you belittle your Convention and I do not 
see the advantage of it. If you have any complaint to make 
say so and just let us meet it as we can, but, do not talk about 
this under-cover stuff. 
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Department Commander Sweet:—In regard to this, 1 wish 
to say that the day Governor Hurley vetoed that Bill we sent 
a telegram congratulating him and Brother Anderson personally 
saw his secretary and has his letter stating ‘he had received it. 


Brother Louis E. Winchell [80]:—I move that the commu- 


nication be accepted and a copy sent to the Governor. [Seconded 
by several] 


Department Commander Sweet:—It is a vote and‘I so 
declare it. 


Brother F, P. Hawes:—There is a resolution from Camp: 
No, 35 and that I expect to hear at the proper time. 


Brother Henry F. Weiler [P. D. C.]:—I am trying to make 
this Encampment understand what it is doing. ! know some 
Brother will go home and find things have been adopted that 
they did not know had happened. You have not the way | have 
of getting information as to what is going on. Here it. says 
[Reads from Ritual re. reading of Resolutions]. Let’s read 
them and find out what the writer has on his mind, then the 
Department Commander will refer it to the committee and to- 
morrow you can vote, knowing what it is all about. Our Com- 
mittees are all working for the interest of the Order and our 
officers. This is our Encampment. We come here to find out 
what js for the good of our Department and as your program 
calls for it, let's read these communications. 1] not showing 
much gratitude to the officers to not observe ut they have 
to say. he Camps bring in resolutions seriously. Ali I am 
insisting upon is that you should know of these resolutions 
and the communications should be read to you. 


Brother E. A. Smith [36] :—! want to agree with the previous 
speaker. I also want to say. without a motion, that we had 
better proceed to business, read every communication we have 
and refer it to the Encampment without debate. 


Brother E. W. Homan [P. C-in-C.]:—I think I have the 
Paper under discussion. T have been performing my duties as 
Chairman of the Greetings Committee to the Sons of Union 

eterans Auxiliary, Sister Mabel thanks you for the gifts and 
wishes to send greetings to you all. This paper is from John 
A. Hawes Camp; I will now read it. 


Brother Henry F. Weiler [P. D. C.]:—It should be read by 
the Secretary. ‘ 


Department Commander Sweet:—The Secretary. will read. 


Department Secretary Palmer :—I will now read the recom- 


mendation as contained in the letter from the John A. Hawes 
Camp. ‘ 
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New Bedford, Mass. 
January 12, 1937 


To the Officers and Delegates to the Annual Convention of 1937 
Massachusetts Department, Sons of Union Veterans of the Civil 
War. 


Greetings : 


The John A. Hawes Camp, No. 35, Sons of Union Veterans 
of the Civil War, Depariment, of Massachusetts, an organization 
regularly chartered in 1883, respectfully submits the following 
resolution :- 


“Whereas the Constitution and Regulations governing the Sons 
of Veterans [1920] is, in our opinion, not for the best interests 
of the organization as a whole, especially Article 3, pages 3 and 
4, issue of 1920 :- 


Therefore, be it resolved, that Article 3, of the Constitution 

and Regulations of the Sons of Veterans be stricken out, and im 
its place a new article be written as follows :- 
“Eligibility to Membership. All male descendants, whether 
through the paternal or maternal line, not less than sixteen years 
of age, of Soldiers and Sailors of the United State rmy, Navy, 
Marine Corps and Revenue Cutter service, who served between 
April 12, 1861, and April 9, 1865, in the war for the suppression 
of the Rebellion, and of such State regiments as were called into 
active service and subject to the orders of the United States 
General Offices, between the dates mentioned, and have been 
honorably discharged therefrom, after such service shall be 
eligible to membership in the Sons of Union Veterans of the 
Civil War. No person shall be eligible to membership, who 
has borne arms against the United States of America, nor whose 
relative, through whom he claims eligibility, has ever borne 
arms against the United States of America, either willingly, or by 
force.” 


We feel that the present article [Article 3] is not in agree- 
ment with the eligibility clause of the Grand Army of the Re- 
public, in that it does not allow a lineal decendant of all Grand 
Army members, as it does not include descendants of certain 
Union Veterans who are, by the Laws governing the Grand 
Army of the Republic entitled to membership in the Grand Army 
of the Republic. The absence of the words, “Revenue Cutter 
service, and such other State Regiments as were called into active 
service and subject to the orders of the United States General 
Officers”, works a hardship on sons and grandsons of men, wae 
by their service and the requirements of the Grand Army of the 
Republic [as amended at the 44th National Encampment, 1910] 
are entitled to membership in the Grand Army of the Republic. 
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We feel that if a man’s father was eligible to membership in 
the Grand Army of the Republic, his son should be eligible to 
membership in the Sons of Union Veterans. We feel that the 
article as it now stands is discriminatory, and not for the best 
interests of the Grand Army of the Republic and the Sons of 
Union Veterans of the Civil War. 


We most respectfully implore this Convention take the 
matter up for action, and if passed, be placed in the proper 
Committee for presentation at the next National Convention 
of the Sons of Union Veterans of the Civil War. 


Whereof, we cause the signature of the Commander and 
other members to be affixed, together with the Seal of the Camp. 


Millard F. Brown, Commander 
Attest: Walter E. Fuller, Secretary 
SEAL 


Approved by Committee: 1. E, Osborne, Henry W. 
Hammond and Frederick P. Hawes. 


Department Secretary Palmer:—There is one here from 
‘Camp 89 of Brighton. 


Brighton, Mass., April 8, 1937 


To the Officers and members of the Annual Encampment of the 
Sons of Union Veterans of the Civil War, Department of 
Massachusetts: ® i 


Greetings: 


_ At the last meeting of Joel D. Dudley Camp, No. 89, of 
Brighton, it was unanimously voted to request the Encampment 
to endorse the following bill and urge the present State legisla- 
ture to enact it into law: 


AN ACT To authorize cities and towns to provide _ suitable 


headquarters for a local camp of the Sons of Union Veterans 
of the Civil War: 


Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in 


General Court assembled, and by authority of the same, as 
follows: 


fhe Section 1. A city or town may, for the purpose of pro- 
viding suitable headquarters for a camp of the Sons of Union 
Veterans of the Civil War, lease for a period not exceeding five 
years a building, or part'of a building, which shall be under the 
‘direction and control of such camp subject to regulations made 
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in cities by the mayor with the approval of the Council and in 
towns by vote of the town, and for such purpose may annually 
appropriate a sum, not exceeding, in any one year, one-fiftieth of 
one per cent of its valuation. 


Yours in F.C. and L.’ 
Edward C. Webster, Jr., Secretary 
Commander, Edward C. Webster 
James G. Wolff, Past Commander 


Report of Committee on Resolutions: 


Recommend concurrence, and appointment of a committee 
to carry out its provisions. 


There is also one from Camp 81, Chelsea. 


To the Officers and delegates of this Encampment of Massachu- 
setts Sons of Union Veterans of the Civil War. 


The 30th of May was set apart by the Union survivors: of 
the Civil War as their own special, sacred day for decorating 
the graves of beloved and departed comrades. They named the 
day “Decoration Day” but later day faddists changed the title to 
Memorial Day. Be that as it may, on Decoration or Memorial 
Day, the Grand Army of the Republic always was permitted to 
call that Day its very own. The G, A. R. headed the Parades to 
the various cemeteries of our Nation, the Sons of Union Veterans 
and the various Auxiliaries followed. Now the Civil War 
Veterans have, nearly every one, passed away. Ag loyal Sons 
and Grandsons and Great-Grandsons, we Sons of Union Veterans, 
so-called should head all Parades on May 30th, but do we? 
No. we have weakly submitted to allowing our Camps to be 
relegated to the foot of the line on Memorial Day, which belonged 
to. our fathers, and allowed the American Legion and other 
Vetcran organizations to claim the Day as their own and to head 
the line in all Memorial Day Parades. Are we Sons of Union 
Veterans or are We not? Are we showing proper respect and 
loyalty to the memory of our Civil War fathers, in passi vely sub- 
mitting to a continuance of this humiliation in regarding us as, 
of no account and usurping our right to head the line of march 
to tha graves of the dead of the Civil War? The Civil War and 
the Spanish War produced their corps of heroes; but the World 
War has been almost lacking in monuments. There is no pride 
in the events that took place on the Western Front. Nothing 
of glory resulted from that war: nothing but evil: Needless 
sacrifice of Youth; a Depression that is apt to return in another 
tailspin worse than before; The World War was not won at 
all, but was lost by all concerned! Nothing has turned out well 
since. On the other hand, the members of the Grand Army 
of the Republic were honored—all through their lives! They 
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fought for the Honor and the Unity of our Nation, and preserved 
both. And the few heroes of the Civil War who still survive 
are honored and are conscious of having shared in a real Victory 
to benefit our Nation. And so what? I ask you to answer 
my question, reflecting deep down in your hearts, why should 
we, as loyal Sons of Union Veterans of the Civil War, any longer 
give up the head of the line in Memorial Day Parades to the 
Cemeteries containing our Civil War fathers’ graves, to any 
organization that fought, right or wrong, in the wars that came 
long after the Civil War, and that failed to honor our Nation 
as did the victory of the Civil War? I make the motion, as a 
Delegate to this Encampment of Massachusetts Sons of Union 
Veterans of the Civil War, and I ask to have my motion seconded, 
that our Commander-in-Chief be urged by this Encampment in 
assembly to use all the influence he may be able to enlist to put 
in force a Regulation that, beginning May 30th 1937, none but 
Sons of Union Veterans of the Civil War, and their Auxiliaries, 
be permitted by the various cities and towns of our Nation to head 


the Parades to the Cemeteries of the dead of the Civil War 
Union Veterans. 


Fraternally yours, in F. C. and L., 


George Edward Fitz, 
Delegate and Junior Vice-Commander, 
Camp 81, Chelsea, Massachusetts. 


* Department Commander Sweet :—Is that all, Brother Secre- 
ary? 


, Department Secretary Palmer:—That is all I can get my 
hands on now; there may be something under cover. 


Department Commander Sweet.—We will refer them to the 
proper committees, 


ee Department Commander Sweet:—We will proceed to the 
omination of officers, which is now in order. 


Ces Beene L. Kirchgassner [P. C-inC.]:—Department 
Birt ander, understand we are to omit all nomination speeches 
at this time. I nominate Brother Elias R. Sweet of Camp 24 
to carry on for another year. [Applause| 


2 Senige Vice Commander Bradlee:—I take pleasure in 
seconding that motion, and ask for the vote of the Encampment. 


Brother Frank L. Kirchgassner :—It does not need any vote. 


: re oan Doherty [26]:—I think it would be a fine thing 
or the Senior Vice Commander to take this job. 1 think one 
year is enough for any Commander and I think the Senior Vice 
Commander should take this job and nominate him. 
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Several Brothers:—There are to be no speeches. 


Brother Doherty:—Charles Bradlee has been nominated for 
Commander. 


Senior Vice Commander Charles Bradlee:—I decline to 


serve. 


Brother Marshall [56]:—I move you the nominations for 
Commander cease. [Seconded by several brothers] 


Department Commander Sweet:—It is a vote and I so 
declare it. 


Department Commander Sweet: —The nomination for Senior 
Vice Commander is now in order. 


Brother M. F. Brown [35]:—I wish to nominate at this 
time Past Commander Osborne as Senior Vice Commander. 
{Seconded by several | ; 

Brother C. W. Goldwaite [3].—I move the list be closed. 
{Seconded hy many brothers] 


Department Commander Sweet:—It is a vote and I so 
declare it. 


Department Commander Sweet:—We are now ready to 
nominate a Junior Vice Commander. 


Brother H. Glenn Sumner [251:—I would like to nominate 
Brother Russell C. Trask of Camp 43 for Junior Vice Com- 
mander. {Seconded by a brother] 

Brother H. E. Morse [80]:—I wish to nominate Brother 
Sidney L. Drown of Camp 80 for the office of Junior Vice 
Commander. 


Brother Wm. J. Barnes [901]:—I should like to place the 


name of P. C. Walter R. Crowther in nomination for Junior 
Vice Commander. [Seconded by several brothers] 


Brother L, E. Csborne [35]:—I wish to place the name of 


Glendon W. Chase [109] for Junior Vice Commander. [Seconded 
by several brothers] 


Department Commander Sweet:—Are 


there any further 
nominations ? 


Brother L. W. Knox [15]:—I move you the nominations for 
Junior Vice Commander cease. So voted. : 

Department Commander Sweet: —Nominations are now in 
order for Department Council. You are to vote for three this 
year. 

Brother Henry F. Weiler [P. D. C.]:—I should like to make 
a motion. You have before you the task of electing three 
members to the Department Council instead of one. Sinte 
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last year the term of one has expired, another has died and 
today you have received and accepted the resignation of the 
third. You have before you the task of electing a man for a 
term of three years, one for a term of two years and one for a 
term of one year; and my motion is that the vote be made without 
specifying the term but the man receiving the greater number 
of votes serves for a 3 year term, the one receiving the second 
greatest number serves the 2 year term and the third one serves 
the one year term. 


[Seconded by one or two brothers] 


Department Commander Sweet:—Are there any objections- 
It is a vote and I so declare it. 


Brother W. S. Henry [81]:—I wish to place the name of 
George W. Kimball of Camp 81 for Department Council. 


Brother T. C. Lentz [56]:—I wish to nominate H. H. 
Marshall of Camp 56 for Department Council. 

Brother C. H. E. Moran [P. D. C:]:--I should like io place 
the name of Lester \W. Knox of Camp 15 for Department 
Council. 

Brother Henry F. Weiler [P. D. C.1.—I wish to place the 
name of Louis E, Winchell of Camp 80 for Department Council. | 


Brether Frank L. Kirchgassner [P, C-in-C:]:—I wish to 
Nominate Parker B, Chandler for Department Council. 


Department Commander Sweet —Are there any further 


nominations for Department Council? 


Brother E, W. Homan [P. C-in-C.] :—I would like to nomin- 
ate Albert Wolfe of Camp 89 to the Council, 


Brether Goldthwaite [3]:—I move you the list be closed, 
Seconded by several brothers. 


Department Commander Sweet:—It is a vote and I so 
declare it. 


Department Commander Sweet:—We have one member 
for the Trustees for the G. A. R, Fund; the retiring member 
is Brother Bolton, whose term expires this year. 

Brother Guy Richardson [p. D, C.]:—I nominate Fred E. 
Bolton of Camp 46 as Trustee of the G.A.R. Fund. [Seconded 
by many brothers] } 

Department Commander Sweet.—Are there any further 
nominations for the Trustee of the G. A, R. Fund? 

Brother H, G. Sumner [25]:—I move you the nomination 
for ‘Trustee of the G. A. R. Fund cease. 
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Department Commander Sweet:—it is a vote and I so 
declare it. 


Brother Henry F. Weiler [P. D. C:]:—I move you we pro- 
ceed to the nomination of the members of the Permanent Fund. 


Department Commander Sweet:—Who retires? 
Brother Henry F.Weiler:—Brother Secretary, who goes out? 


Department Secretary Palmer:—I do not know. We can 
find out before tomorrow. 


Brother Henry F, Weiler.—I would be glad to nominate 
him if he is alive. 

Department Secretary Palmer:—I do not think there are 
any Trustees of the Permanent Fund to elect. 


Brother Henry F, Weiler:—If | am wrong I will apologize 
tomorrow, 


Department Commander:—PBrothers, we are entitled to 46 
delegates to the National Convention. Will the brothers 
present their names to the Secretary as soon as possible so that 
they might be put on the ballot. 

Department Commander Sweet :—Is there anything furthet 
to come before the Encampment? 

Brother A, C. Drew [P. D. C.]:—I would like to meet the 
Committee on Restoration of Rank at 7 o’clock in Room 627. 
Please meet as promptly as possible. 


Brother H. E. Read [301:—As Chairman of the Credentials 


Committee I should like to report at this time. There are 
present 

Past Commanders in Chief 4 

Past Department Commanders 8 

Camp Commanders 17 

Past Camp Commanders 54 

Delegates 38 

Alternates 6—127 


Brother Henry F, Weiler [P. D. C.]:—Will the Resolutions 
Committee members meet in Room 1238 shortly after the close 
of this session of the Encampment? I want to partially retract 
that matter about the Permanent Fund. I am not sure but I 
find in last year’s report there is no reference to it and I think 
the Fund is now in the hands of the officers rather than the 
trustees. 


Brother L. E. Osborne [35]:—I would like to ask if the 
members of the Grave Marking Committee will meet in Room 
716 at 8 o'clock tonight, 
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Department Commander Sweet:—Is there anything further 
to come before the Encampment. 


Brother Frank L, Kirchgassner [P. C-in-C.]:—Do we not 
have a Memorial Service today? 


Department Commander Sweet:—We were to have but 
the reports were being read and we could not be present. I 
hope another year the Convention will open up at 9.30 on the 
morning of Tuesday and give us time to transact our business. 


Brother Frank L. Kirchgassner:—I move we take recess 
until 9 o’clock tomorrow morning, 


[Adjourned at 4:50.] 


SECOND SESSION 
Wednesday Morning, April 14, 1937 


The Second Session of the Encampment was called to 
order by Department Commander Elias R. Sweet at 9:20 A, M. 


Department Commander Sweet:—Will the brothers please 
come to order? The officers will assume their respective 
stations. At this time I will ask Rev. John E. Berry to 
invoke the divine blessing. 


Rev. John E, Berry:—Oh, Lord, our heavenly Father, we 
thank thee that thou art God over all; that thou dost rule in 
heaven and on the earth. We thank thee that thou hast watched 
over us as a nation from the beginning when the nation was 
first settled and thank thee that in trying times thou hast 
watched over us. We thank thee that in the dark days of the 
Civil War thou didst bring victory and that we became a 
united nation. We thank thee for the heroic men who went forth 
to fight for this nation and that through all the years thou hast 
blessed the Grand Army of the Republic. May we remember 
with grateful hearts what they did and for what they stand. 
Bless the Sons of Union Veterans as we organize in the various 
states and as a united body. May we truly be patriotic. Our 
nation needs our support. In the business of this Massachusetts 
Department session wilt thou guide, direct and bless us and may 
We truly recognize thee, and be true to our nation, Amen. 

Department Commander Sweet:—Will the color bearer 
present the colors. I now declare this second session of the 
55th Annual Encampment duly open for such business as may 
legally and properly come before it. 

Department Commander Sweet :—Are there any Committees 
to report at this time. Will the Secretary read any com- 
munications or resolutions? 


There is a communication here from Henry F. Chamber- 
lain regarding dues and furlough, 
To the Department of Massachusetts, S, of U. V. of C. W: 
Resolution 


Whereas: The Committee appointed by the Capt. R. B. Grov- 
er Camp, No. 17, S. of U. V. C, W. as resolution Committee 
present to the Massachusetts Department Convention in Boston, 
April 13-14. The following resolution to be presented to the 
National Convention: 
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Be it resolved: That this Convention go on record as favoring 
a Furlough for all members who are not able to pay their dues 
on account of Sickness or Disability be granted a Furlough. 
Be it resolved that the Dept. and National Headquarters shall 
exempt the Camps on the Per Capita Tax on proof of their 
condition. 
Be it further resolved that this convention go on record favoring 
this resolution. 
Signed by Conimittee, 

Henry F. Chamberlain, P. C. 

Edward W. Jordan, P. C, 

Arthur M, White, 

John McGlone, Commander. 


I have also a notice that the Fourteenth Annual Outing of the 
Ancient Order of Buttons will be held June 26, 1937, at Duxbury, 
Mass. 

Department Commander Sweet :—li there are no objections 
these communications will be referred to the Committees. 


Department Commander Sweet:—I will now ask the guide 
to assist the color bearer in taking up the pass-word. While 
the guide is taking up the pass-word I will just say that the 
Daughters of Union’ Veterans would like their greetings com- 
mittee to call on them after 10 o’clock Wednesday morning. 
The G. A. R. wish to receive their delegation about 10:15 
Wednesday. 


Senior Vice Commander Bradlee:—Commander, our Com- 
mander-in-Chief is present. 

Department Commander Sweet:—Brother Anderson, will 
you escort the Commander-in Chief to this station. 


Guide:—Commander, I find all the brothers in order and 
entitled to remain. 


Department Commander Sweet:—Guide, will you please 
bring Albert DeHaven, Past Department Commander of the 
State of Maine to this station. 

Department Commander Sweet:—Brother Dyer, won't you 
come up to this platform for a while? [ Commander-in-Chief 
Dyer comes to platform] 


Department Commander Sweet:—At this time are there 
any Committees to report? 


Department Commander Sweet:—We will now listen to 
Brother Henry F, Weiler. 
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Brother Henry F. Weiler [P. D. C.]:—On page 102 of the 
1936 proceedings there is a resolution in regard to the portrait 
of General Robert E, Lee which was given to the Massachusetts 
Institute of Technology. This was introduced at the 1936 En- 
campment and ordered referred to the Resolutigns Committee 
of 1937 and we are reporting now. This Committee recommends 
as follows: We have just communicated with the office of 
the President of the Massachusetts Institute of Technology 
and find that the portrait is now on the walls of the library of 
the Walker Memorial faculty building. Only a few of the 
instructors therefore, view this portrait and it is thus given little 
if any prominence. We concur heartily in the spirit of the 
Resolution but believe it good policy at the present time to allow 
the matter to rest and not advertise this distasteful incident, 
and so recommend. 


Department Commander Sweet:—You have heard the rec- 
ommendation of the Committee. What is the pleasure of the 
Encampment? 

Brother Guy Richardson [P. D. C. 
of the recommendation. [Seconded by 


IT move the adoption 
veral brothers] 


Department Commander Sweet:—It is a vote and I do so 
declare it. ‘ 


Brother Weiler :—Here is a resolution from Joel D, Dudley 
Camp 89 of Brighton, Your Committee recommends concut- 
rence and the appointment of a Committee to carry out its 
provisions. Although the legislature is now in s n it will 
be necessary to get a special committee and we think it can be 
done. 


Department Commander Sweet:—Brothers, what is your 
pleasure? 


Brother Sill:—I move it be adopted. [Seconded by two or 
three brothers] 


Department Commander Sweet:—It is a vote and I do so 
declare it. 


Brother Weiler:-—This resolution is from Camp 8&1, “of 
Chelsea. Your Committee reports and recommends ag follow 
This proposition is one that would involve considerable e¢ 
pense to carry out, and no provision: is made to meet this ¢x- 
pense. We do not believe that it would be practicable to 
carry out this recommendation at the present time, so recommend 
non-concurrence. It might cost $500 or $1000 to issue a nice 
commission but we consider it too expensive and made the 
statement that no provision should be made to meet the expense. 


_ Department Commander Sweet:—What is your pleasure 
with this report? 
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Brother Goldwaithe [3]:—Il move the adoption of the 
report, 


Brother Smith [6]:—I can recall that in 1913 when I first 
came in command of my Camp that I received a diploma which 
stated that I was Commander of that Camp. I still have it framed 
and prize it. I think the point of the Committee is well taken. I 
think an engrossed diploma is too expensive but I still do think 
that in place of the engrossed diploma, in every case where a man 
-is elected to command, that the State should recognize him in 
the form of a Certificate. We elect officers to our Camps and 
it means nothing to them at all. A little perking up from 
Department headquarters would help them along the line and 
so I would amend, or rather make a substitute motion, that 
we do send to every officer elected to the Massachusetts Camps, 
some form of Certificate at such time as they are elected. 


Brother Chandler [115]:—1 will second that amendment 
or substitute motion. I have a Certificate issued by the De 
partment in 1916 saying that I was Commander of the Camp, 
also another in 1925. A great many young fellows that are 
going through today have seen those as I have them framed 
and have asked why they do not give them now and have really 
wanted one of those, and I think that as the previous maker 
of the motion has just said, it is a little incentive to want to 
be a Commander. When you send an article to a newspaper 
for them to print, when the reporter makes his report he is 
instructed to get all the names of everyone who is in a party or 
has anything to do with ‘the article they are writing, from the 
mere fact that most everybody likes to see his name in print. 
The Brothers speaking to me the way they have that they would 
like to have one of these certificates, bears this out and I most 
respectfully second that substitute motion. 


Department Commander Sweet:—Is there any action on 
the amendment that we have a certificate for the three officers? 
All in favor signify in the usual manner. All those in favor 
please stand. This is an amendment to have officers have a 
certificate at the expense of the Department. Will Secretary 
Palmer make the count? 76 in favor of the substitute motion, 
making the majority vote. 


Department Commander Sweet:—It is a vote and I do so 
declare it. 


y Department Commander Sweet :—Our Commander-in-Chief 
is due to go to the Conventions in Connecticut and New Hamp- 
shire and I am sure the new members here this morning would 
like to hear from him, if only a few words. 
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Commander-in-Chief Dyer:—I am just here this morning: 
to say good-bye and thank you for the beautiful time I have 
had in Boston and ask you just to please remember as you 
read the Banner that the Campaign is still on and will continue 
until September Ist when we meet at our National Encampment 
and we will fight it out on this line if it takes all summer. 
Thank you. [Applause] 


Department Commander Sweet:—Will Brother Anderson 
take care of the Commander-in-Chief. [Commander-in-Chief 
Dyer retires] 


Department Commander Sweet:—On these reports of the 
Committees please be very careful, 


Brother Smith:—It seems to me that by putting up a sub- 
stitute motion we have also substituted the motion which was 
the original motion. 


Brother Henry F. Weiler:—The old price was around $1200. 
The price has gone up since then. 


Brother Smith:—I think you will find no such thing, I 
favor some simple form being issued. I know we have not 
much money but | think we could print them. I move you 
that the sum of $25.00 be made available to a Committee of 
three to put this in operation. 


Brother West:—I second that motion. 


Brother Homan:—Do I understand that $25.00 is to be 
appropriated to engrave certificates? ° 


Department Commander Sweet:—No, just a simple form 
of certificate. 


Brother Homan:—I have been talking with some of the 
Brothers who have the budget in charge and you exceeded your 
receipts by $190 and then you have used the interest on your 
Permanent Fund. Every year there are incidentals which come 
up that have to be taken care of. Now, you fellows sit here 
and vote to spend $25.00 on some kind of inexpensive certificate 
and after you get it, what do you do with it? I do not see what 
your idea is about it in any way. We used to have a big one 
and I haven't seen one for a good many years. 


Brother Smith:—I suppose you have all heard of the “for- 
gotten man”, The officers in the smaller Camps are forgotten. 
My idea is not to make expense for the Department but just 
that a common receipt or a common piece of paper with a little 
printing saying that the Department recognizes that a man has 
served the Camp be issued that man; just a common statement 
from the Department saying that that man has been recognized 
as a legal officer of the Division, 
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Brother Coombs [80]:—Why cannot we have the whole 
business rubber-stamped ? 


Brother Osborne [35] :—I approve of some sort of recogni- 
tion from the Department. I think that can be done on regular 
Department stationery and a multigraph letter drawn up and 
the Department Commander’s signature affixed to it. I do not 
approve of rubber stamps. I think this idea would be a fair 
recognition if up-to-date stationery is used and would be suffi- 
cient and I think any officer would value it. If he wishes he 
could cut it down'to include the reading matter and go into the 
five and ten cent store and get a frame and it could all be done 
without appropriating any sum whatsoever. 


Brother Phipps [81]:—I move you that the motion be 
passed to appropriate the sum of $25.00 for a proper form of 
certificate. [Seconded by two or three brothers] 


Department Commander Sweet:—It is a vote and I do so 
declare it. 


Brother Henry F, Weiler:—The Grave Marking Committee 
report will now be read. Your Resolutions Committee cannot 
concur in the committee’s proposition. 


Senior Vice Commander Bradlee:—There is a delegation of 
three Daughters of Union Veterans awaiting admittance. 


Brother Henry F, Weiler:—This is a communication from 
Camp 81. The subject matter is of such a delicate nature and so 
charged with potential misunderstandings with other patriotic 
organizations that we believe that nothing would be gained 
by forcing such a bit of legislation. JEvery community has 
different problems to face in the carrying out of Memorial Day 
observances, and we are not in a strong enough position to take 
the position suggested. We must retain the good-will and 
respect of our patriotic associates and look to them to help us 
carry out the purposes of “Decoration Day” in the future. We 
cannot concur in the above proposal. 


axe Brother Phillips [74]:—I have belonged to this Camp 
29 years and have wondered why they put the Sons of Veterans 
behind in the parades. The Sons of Union Veterans should go 
as an escort. It does not seem right that the Legion should be 
there. If the Sons of Veterans have got to take the background, 
what interest is there and what does it amount to? They should 


go ahead and I hope it will go through. We should be at the 
head of the line. 


i Brother Chandler: —I move you that the report of the Reso- 
lutions Committee be accepted. [Seconded by several brethern] 
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Department Commander Sweet:—You have heard _the 
motion made and seconded that the report of the Resolutions 
Committee be accepted. All those in favor - - - 


Brother Osborne:—I think I am a good Son of a Veteran, 
If the various Camps in the various towns will do as we have 
done in New Bedford, you will have no trouble: we composed a 
Committee consisting of three members of Veterans of Foreign 
Wars, three members of the G. A. R., and three members of 
the Legion and invited them to come in with us and each year 
rotate the honor. The Legion does not want any trouble about 
this; they want to cooperate. I happen to have been the maker 
of that motion in New Bedford and it is working good. 1 offer 
it as a suggestion here to take that up with your Camp and 
take it up with your G. A, R. and form that Committee and 
we will not have to discuss it next year. 


Brother Grant:—We have just formed a Committee of ten 
to do this same thing. 


Brother Chandler :—I made that motion and I think I should 
have a right to say a few more words. 


Department Commander Sweet:—You have. 


Brother Chandler :—There has been more or less controversy 
about this; the G.A.R said we should head the line with them. 
We have a lot of other patriotic organizations ; we are all working 
for the United States and why not keep in harmony with them? 
The worst thing we can do is to fight and hold out for the place 
in line. In our town we have never had trouble because we 
have had meetings with the Legion and we are running a Ball 
on the 19th of April and the Legion have helped us in every 
way. For the last fifteen years I have been Chairman of the 
Memorial Day Committee and if I wanted to put either the 
Legion or the Sons of Veterans at the head it was my privilege 
to do as I’ saw fit: | have always put the Legion at the head. 
T told the Brothers the American Legion is the escort to the 
Sons of Veterans. 


Questions by several Brothers. 


Department Commander Sweet:—AIl those in favor of the 
report of the Resolutions Committee signify in the usual manner. 
It is a vote and I do so declare it. 

Guide:—Commander, I have the pleasure to present the 
delegation from the Daughters of Union Veterans of the Civil 
War. 

Guide:—-I have the honor to present to this Encampment 
Past Department President of the Daughters of Veterans, Sadie 
B, Wilcox. * 
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Escort No, 1:—Commander, it is a pleasure for me to present 
to you and this Encampment Kate E. Bray, Past Department 
President of the Daughters of Union Veterans of the Civil War. 


Escort No, 2:—Commander, it is my pleasure to introduce 
to you Mrs. Dora A. McCue, Past Department President of the 
Daughters of Union Veterans. 


Department “Commander Sweet: —Guide, you will present 
the daughters to this station. 


Senior Vice Commander Bradlee :—Commander, the Govern- 
or of Massachusetts and three members of his staff are waiting 
in the ante-room. 


Department Commander Sweet:—Guide, will you escort the 
Governor and his staff to this station. 


Guide:—Commander and Brothers, I have the pleasure of 
presenting the Governor of Massachusetts, Charles Hurley and 
the members of his staff. 


Department Commander Sweet:—Guide, you will present 
our distinguished guests to this station. 


Department Commander Sweet:—Brothers, on account of 
the press of business the Governor has to get away and I am 
sure we are honored with the presence of His Excellency at 
this Convention and I am happy and honored, as Department 


Commander, to present to you His Excellency, Governor 
Hurley. 


Governor Hurley :—Commander and Members, I wished to 
take this opportunity to come here and personally greet you as 
Governor of Massachusetts. I appreciate the fact that this morn- 
ing is set aside for business. Like us you have a busy morning. 
Vhis is the morning that the Governor and his Council meets 
for official business. I am elected by the people and am de 
lighted to represent them but beside them I have nine men of 
the Governor’s Council and this morning I must report to them. 
I believe this year Massachusetts has a very able Governor's 
Council, We are trying to give to you and the people of 
Massachusetts an administration first, that you ‘are entitled too, 
and secondly an administration that will place Massachusetts 
in a place that is equal to any other State in the Union. There- 
fore, we are trying to do our work to give you a business admin- 
istration. We have had many important Bills before us and 
many problems. The Teachers Oath is one. I have been in 
school service for twelve years and when this Bill was being 
debated I talked with many teachers and the teachers stated they 
are pleased at the opportunity to take an oath and pledge alle- 
giance to the flag because they have jurisdiction over the future 
citizens of America and anything we can do to protect the 
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classroom from any “isms” they are very glad to welcome. Of 
course you know that after that Bill was progressing and advanc- 
ing I have been also saying that we must do things after that and 
enforce the laws of Massachusetts and as Governor that is what 
Iam doing. Some of the people who did not like the entorce- 
ment of some of the laws of Massachusetts, who paraded around 
stating that they were working for the love of our State and 
the laws said, “We will send this to the Governor, it is a task to 
embarass him”. It was not on my desk one hour when it went 
back to the Legislature with a veto and that is the end of it. Ng 
wish to emphasize, in fairness to the teaching profession of 
Massachusetts, and I want you to know, that the larger per- 
centage of teachers of Massachusetts are good American citizens. 
Just because we have a few who wish to represent this group and 
speak for them, I say they do not speak for them, for they as. 
yourselves, are good American citizens and welcomed the 
opportunity to take this oath the same as you and I. In coming 
here I bring you the greetings of the Commonwealth. I trust 
you will have a pleasant Convention. I have here a great 
soldier, Adjutant General, Charles H. Cole, who will serve you 
if we can be of any service to you. [Applause] 


Department Commander Sweet:—I am going to ask Past 
Department Commander Bolton to respond. 


Past Commander Belton:—Your Excellency and General 
Cole I know you are busy. Let me just say that you do us: 
a proud distincticn and honor in coming here. We admire you; 
we think you are carving a fine record as the Chief Justice of 
Massachusetts and may I assure you that you have the co- 
operation of this organization. [Governor and General Cole 
retire] 


Department Commander Sweet:—We have with us the 
Greetings Committee of the Daughters of Union Veterans, our 
sister organization. I know the boys in Massachusetts are 
happy they are with us this morning. First, I have the honor 
of introducing to you Sister Dora A. McCue. 


Past Department President Mrs. Dora A. McCue:—National 
and Department Officers, Sons: I was highly honored when 
our President allowed me this privilege. I love all the Brothers 
and it is a great pleasure to be here as a family party, i bring 
the greetings of our Department President, Sister Robinson 
and my own personal greetings and I wish for this Convention 
the greatest success. [Applause] 


Department Commander Sweet:—Will you express to 
Sister Anna my sincere appreciation. I now have the pleasure 
to present to the Brothers Past Department President Kate E. 
Bray. 


Past Department President Kate E. Bray:—Commander 
and Brothers, I cannot tell you how pleased [ was when appoint- 
ed to serve on this Committee. I am always pleased to do 
anything I can for the Sons of Union Veterans. I try to be 
just as true to the Sons as I am to the Daughters. I wish 
for you a very lovely Convention and success in all you under- 
take. [Applause] ; 


Senior Vice Commander Bradlee:—Commander, the Com- 
mander-in-Chief of the G. A: R: and one member of his staff 
are awaiting admittance’. 


Department Commander Sweet:—I take great pleasure in 
introducing: Sister Sadie B. Wilcox, Past Department President 
of the Daughters of Union Veterans. 


Past Department President Sadie B. Wilcox:—You are 
busy andsoam I. I do not need to tell vou I am happy to come 
to this Convention and say “hello” to you all. Your organization 
is very close to my heart. I wish for ycu, Commander Sweet, 
every success. Thank you. [Applause] 


Department Commander Sweet:—Will Brother H. Harding 
Hale respond to our Sisters? 


Brother H: Harding Hale:—Responded, 
[Applause] [Delegation withdraws] 


(5 Brother Fuller:—Commander, may I report that your Greet- 
ings Committee to the Department of the G. A. R. have done 
their work and so report here. 


Brother Henry F: Weilex:-——This communication you heard 
tead this morning, regarding the uniform of the Order - - - - 


Senior Vice Commander Bradlee :—Commander, the Com- 
mander-in-Chief of the G, A. R. is awaiting admittance. 


Department Commander Sweet :—Brothers, it is my pleasure 
to present the Commander-in-Chief of the G. A. R. and members 
of his staff. Brothers, salute; attention. Guide, you will 
present the delegation to this station. 

Department Commander Sweet :—My 3rothers of the 
Massachusetts Department, we are indeed honored that we have 
with us at this Convention the Commander-in-Chief, C, A. 
William Ruhe of the G. A. R. 

Commander-in-Chief C. H. William Ruhe:—Comrades of 
the Department of the Sons of Union Veterans of the Civil 
War of Massachusetts, and Commander of the Department: T 
thank you most cordially for this warm reception that you haye 
given to may colleague and myself upon entering your meeting 
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here. One of the purposes of my visit to this Department is 
to appear, if possibic, before all the organizations associated 
with my Comrades at this Department Encampment, Naturally, 
one feels drawn to your organization which is composed in 
membership of the Sons of Union Veterans and you take an 
occasional pride in a visit of this kind when you have a son of 
your own who belongs to that organization and takes an active 
part in it and at the same time lives up socially, personally to 
the traditions you should expect from a real Son. We few 
who are left of the G. A. R. have a great principle upon which 
the citizenship of the Country is based that cannot he shaken. 
That principle must be installed into the minds and hearts of 
all the citizens and most especially to those who come from 
elsewhere to enjoy the benefits of this great Country; they must 
be taught that when you want to enjoy the privileges you must 
help to make those privileges. Tt is with personal pride that 
I stand before you and admonish you to have good citizenship ; 
to do your duty and you can expect the proper reward. You 
can take great pride in your fathers’ for they did one of the 
most gigantic tasks that ever fell to the lot of mortal man but 
the result justified the sacrifice. What we want is a free 
‘Country and above all, a free people. [Applause] 


Department Commander Sweet:—We want to hear a few 
words from Commander Edward H, Lincoln. 


Commander Edward H. Lincoln:—Commander and Com- 
rades: Commander Lincoln is acting today as an assistant to 
the Commander-in-Chief. Three times this morning I heard 
him speak, each time on a totally different subject and other than 
to keep the Commander-in-Chief in order for this day, Command- 
er Lincoln has no other work. [Applause] 


Department Commander Sweet:—We will now hear from 
Comrade W. G. Hanscom of Vermont. 


Comrade W. G. Hanscom:—I would like to say this is @ 
surprise to me. I have never talked to this organization before. 
Tam a Veteran and live near St. Johnsbury. I am thankful to 
have had the honor of hearing the addresses. I don’t want to 
take up your time any further. [Applause] 


Department Commander Sweet:—Will Brother Homan re- 
spond to the Comrades? 


z Brother Homan [P.C-in-C,]:—Responded. 
[Applause] [Delegation withdraws] 


Senior Vice Commander Bradlee:—There are four members 
of the Ladies of the G, A. R. and three members of the Society 
of the War of 1812 awaiting admittance. 
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Department Commander Sweet:—\Vill the Guide bring in 


the delegations waiting? 


Guide:—Commander, I have the great pleasure to present 


Col. F. G. Bauer, President of the Society of the War of 1812. 


Department Commander Sweet:—Guide, will you present 
the guests to this station? 


* Guide:—Commander, | have the pleasure to present Nation- 
al President of the Ladies of the G.A.R. and members of her 


staff, and the National President of the Sons of Veterans 
Auxiliary, E 


Department Commander Sweet:—You will present the 


guests to the platform. 


Department Commander Sweet:—Inasimuch as the National 
President of the Auxiliary has to travel to the states of Connecti- 
cut and New Hampshire with our Commander-in-Chief to com- 
plete the tour of inspection, she wants to get away at once 
and we will call upon her at this time. lt gives me great 
pleasure to introduce to you Mrs. Ida L. Lewis, National Presi- 
dent of the Auxiliary to the Sons of Union Veterans. 


National President Mrs. Ida L. Lewis:—Department Com- 
mander, other guests and my Brothers, I am in an awful rush. 
All Iam going to say is to bring you the greetings from the 
National organization of the Auxiliary, I want to pledge to 
you boys that we will further the cause of the Sons of Veterans. 

€ are trying to be a part of a very happy family. With these 
few words I will ask to retire at this time and thank you for 
the privilege of bringing! my greetings. [Applause] 

Department Commander Sweet:—Will Brother Bronsdon 
tespond? 


Brother Bronsdon :—Responded. 


[Applause] [Mrs, Lewis withdraws] 


Department Commander Sweet:—lI now have the honor of 


calling upon Col. F. G. Bauer, President of the Society of the 
War of 1812. 


_Col, F. G. Bauer:—Department Commander and Sons of 
Union Veterans, it has always been my pleasure to come to these 
Conventions the past few years in my present capacity. Tt 
Rives me pleasure to bring to you the cordial greetings of the 
Society of the War of 1812. [Applause] 


Department Commander -Sweet:—Brothers. I have the 
pleasure of introducing the National President of the Ladies 
of the G.A.R., Mrs, Frances M. Kuhns. 
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LOOP. ETE eases AO a 


Mrs. Frances M. Kuhns:— Department Commander, mem- 
ibers of my Staff, visiting gentlemen and members of the Sons 


of Union Veterans of the Civil War: I have visited many En- 


campments of the Sons of Union Veterans but never have been 
more inspired than at this meeting. 1 am the President of the 
Ladies of the G.A.R., the mother organization of the G.A.R. 
I not only have that honor but I have the honor of being the Su- 
perintendent of the Home in Pennsylvania where I am taking care 


‘of the mothers, wives. sisters and daughters of the G.A.R. I 


have 71 old ladies over sixty-five years of age under my care. 
Tama mother and a grandmother so I am plenty old enough to 
be your mother. Commander Ruhe is superintendent of the 
finest Memorial Hall of Allegheny County, Pennsylvania. I 
am happy to be with you and bring greetings of 35,000 members 
of my organization, all splendid women. I trust you may 
have a most enjoyable Convention. [Applause] 


Department Commander Sweet: —I will now ask Miss Theo 


C. Redfern, National Registrar of the G.A.R., to speak to us. 


Miss Theo. C. Redfern:—Commander and Sons, you are 
busy and we are busy. Jam just a neighbor of yours and want 
to bring you the greetings of the Ladies of the G. A. R. of your 
neighboring state of Rhode Island. I thank you. [Applause] 


Department Commander Sweet:—It is now my pleasure to 
present Mrs. Ruth Taylor, newly-elected Senior Vice President 
of the Ladies of the G. A. R. 


Mrs, Ruth Taylor:—Commander, Sons of Union Veterans 
IT want to say I am more than happy to be here. I have never 
been chosen to represent the Department of Massachusetts: of 
the G.A.R. at any function and when I was asked to bring greet- 
ings to this Convention 1 was more than pleased. I want to 
extend to you the greetings of the Massachusetts Ladies of the 
G. A. R. and hope I may bring my greetings again. Thank 
you. [Applause] 


Department Commander Sweet:—I will now call on Sister 
Anna M, Young, Conductor of Circle 35 of the Ladies of the 
G. A. R., to speak to us. 


Miss Anna M. Young:—I bring my own personal greetings 
to all the Brothers and wish you a very happy Convention. I 
thank you. [Applause] 


Department Commander Sweet:~Will Brother Arthur C. 


Drew please make the response. 


Brother Arthur C. Drew [P. D. C.]:—Responded. 


[Applause] [Delegation withdraws] 
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Department Commander Sweet:—We will now take up the 
business before us. 


Brother Henry F. Weiler:—We will now take up _ this 
recommendation which is in reference to the uniforms. Your 
committee concurs in the recommendation contained therein, 


Department Commander Sweet:—You have heard the 
recommendation. What is your pleasure? 

Brother Smith:—I move it be accepted, 
several ‘brothers| 


[Seconded by 


Department Commander Sweet:—It is a vote and I do so 
declare it. ry 


Brother Henry F. Weiler:—This is in reference to the Con- 
stitution of the United States. 


Resolution 


Whereas, one of the basic objects of our Order is the up- 
holding of the Constitution, and respect for law, 


And whereas, we believe that our Union of States under 
our present Constitution, with its Bill of Rights and Amend- 
ments, has given to the world an example of individual freedom 
and self-government not equalled in history. 


And whereas, the question has been seriously raised whether 
to continue along the lines of the word and spirit of the document 
under which this Nation has grown great, 


We emphatically resolve, that we oppose any and all moye- 
ments to circumvent or nullify the Constitution of the United 
States, and insist that any changes be made only by the proper 
and adequate method provided by that document. 

Henry F. Weiler, 
H. M. Drown, 
Paul C. Gassett, 
Lester W, Knox, 
Committee on Resolutions 


Your committee moves the adoption of that resolution, 
Brother Rule [60] :—I move that be accepted. 


Brother Richardson :—I should like to propose an amendment 
to that recommendation, that a copy should he sent to every 
Senator and Congressman in Massachusetts. [Seconded by 
several | 


Department Commander Sweet:—It is a vote and I do so 
declare it. 
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Brother Henry F. Weiler:—This resolution is with regards 
to the postage stamp. 


Resolution 


Whereas, the Post Office Department has seen fit to issue a 
series of postage stamps depicting outstanding men in the army, 


And whereas, the newly issued stamps of the 4-cent de- 
nomination contain portraits of Generals Robert E. Lee and 
“Stonewall” Jackson, of the Confederate forces in the War of 
the Rebellion of 1861-1865, 


And whereas, the issue is printed in “confederate gray” in- 
stead of the brown customarilly used for the 4-cent denomination, 


And whereas, the cachets, or commemorative envelopes, con- 
tain the same portraits with the title “Heroes of the American 
Army”, 


And whereas, these men were outstanding only in an armed 
rebellion against the constituted government of the United States,. 
and used their military skill toward the disruption of the 
Union. 


And. whereas, allowance of some degree or respect might 
properly be made in their respective States for their espousal of 
a mistaken cause, 

We hereby resolve that this act of recognition is an affrout 
to the men who gave of themselves to suppress the armed 
rebellion led by these men; 


That it tends to teach false history and to raise doubts as 
to the rightness of the Union cause at a time when the Union 
Veterans are no longer numerous enough to defend their own 
patriotic service; 

And that the whole matter is in very bad taste and should 
not be allowed to pass without vigorous protest to those who 
ane responsible for such ‘a misconception of patriotic military 
service. . 

Henry F. Weiler 
Harold M, Drown 
Paul C. Gassett 
Lester W. Knox 
Committee on Resolutions. 


Your committee moves its adoption. 


Department Commander Sweet:—You have heard the 
report of the Committee. What is your pleasure? 


Brother Smith:—I move its acceptance and that it be 
adopted. 
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Brother Wolfe [89]:—I suggest the same amendment as 
was proposed to the preceding resolution, namely, that copies 
‘be sent to the United States Senators and Congressmen from 
Massachusetts and the Postmaster General. 


Department Commander Sweet:—AIl those in favor signify 
‘in the usual manner. It is a vote and I do so declare it. We 
will now adjourn until 1 o’clock this afternoon. 

Brother Reed: —Your Credential Committee is ready to 
report: 


Delegates 57 
By Goin) Chief 4 
P. D. Commanders 9 
P. Camp Commanders 93 
Camp Commanders 31 
Alternates 10 

204 
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THIRD SESSION 
Wednesday, April 14, 1937, 1.30 P. M. 


Department Commander Sweet:—Will the Brothers please 
be seated. Will the guide close the door. I will now ask the 
‘guide and color bearer to take up the pass-word. r 


Guide:—Commander, I find all entitled to remain. 


Department Commander Sweet:—You may assume your 
station. I would like to ask Brother Moran for his report. 


_ Brother C. H. E. Moran [P.D.C.]:—I move the adoption 
of the recommendations of the Committee, if there are no 
objections. 


To the officers and members of the Mass. Dept. - 


Your Committee to whom was referred the report of the 
various offices have given careful consideration to the reports 
and the recommendations therein, 


Our Department Commander has rendered a fine report on 
the state of the Order. He hag generously given of his time 
and energy to the upbuilding of the, Order, and has proven to us 
that we made no mistake in selecting him as our leader. He 
makes the following recommendations, upon which your com- 
mittee makes the following recommendations: 


1. Committee reports ought to pass. 

2. Committee reports ought to pass. 

3. Committee reports ought to pass. 

The Senior and Junior Vice Commanders have performed 
in an efficient manner the various duties assigned to them. 


The Junior Vice Commander makes the following recommenda- 
tion: 


“That where a Dept. Commander thinks it advisable, a 
District Commander be allowed to cover his own camp”. 


We recommend referring this to the incoming Dept. Com- 
mander. 


The Department Secretary shows in detail the numerical 
standing of the Department. Our Department still shows a loss 
of members. During the year we took into the Order 132 
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members, while our losses for the year were 334, showing a: 
decrease in membership of 202 members. What are we going 
to do to stop this loss. There is only one remedy and that is 
for each of us to secure new members, if we don’t, the Mass. 
Dept. will pass out of existence in a very few years. 


Likewise our Financial report shows a very unhealthful- 
condition. In spite of the fact that the interest from the Per- 
manent Fund amounting to $282.59 was used for general ex~ 
pense, our disbursements exceeded the receipts, by $193.01. 


These figures, my Brothers, should make each of us realize 
our condition. No organization can expect to remain in exist- 
ence for any great length of time, if they cannot live within 
their income, 


The Dept. Camp Instructor has again performed his duties 
in an efficient manner. His work taken in the right spirit by 
our Camps will make for better and more interesting Camp 
meetings. He makes two recommendations, 


The first having to do with a change in our Constitution 
and Laws was referred by us to the Committee on C. R. and R- 


His second recommendation is for the continuation of these 
Schools of Instruction, in which recommendation your com- 
mittee heartily concurs. 


In our Dept. Chaplain’s report, the general disinterest of 
our members is again displayed. 38 camps failing to render 
their Chaplain reports, and of the camps reporting, only 1865 
members participated in the observance of Memorial Day, 
The instruction given and the obligation taken by our members 
failed to leave any impression on our members. 


Dept. Patriotic Instructor has performed his duties in a 
careful manner, and renders a report which should be carefully 
analysed by our members, 


Dept. Organizer reports attempts have been made in several 
localities to form Camps, without success. 


The Dept. Inspector has performed his duties in a very 
efficient manner; THe reports that 20 camps more than last year 
were reported on. 

He makes the following recommendations: the first of which 
suggests that the incoming Commander peruse the Inspector's 
Reports of this year, for the general information contained in 
them, Your committee concurs. 


The second: He recommends that the District Commander 
sends in a report for each Camp in his district, whether Inspected 
or not. Your committee concurs: 
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The Dept. Commander has been quite fortunate in having 
been able to secure a large number of good District Commanders. 
The work performed by the Chief District Commander and his 
associates, has been helpful in holding our losses down. 


The Publicity Secretary has, as in previous years, handled 
the duties of this office in an efficient manner, 


The Committees on Grave Marking are accomplishing good 
work, but must have the assistance of the 63 Camps who failed 
to respond to any correspondence from the Committee if the 
real purposes of this committee are to be accomplished. 


We congratulate the Grand Army Highway Committee for 
its accomplishment in having that part of route 6 within the 
Commonwealth named as the G. A. R. Highway. 


The John A, Andrew Home Committee have handled their 
work in an efficient manner. 


The report of Brother Kirchgassner as chairman of the 
Committee on Uniforms has been carefully considered, and we 
believe that this important question has need of more careful con- 
sideration, and your committee recommends that a full com- 
mittee be at once appointed to investigate all its phases and 
to render a report at the 56th Encampment. 


Fraternally submitted, 


Cc. H. Ei Morans 
Lester D. Hobson, 
Chester A, White, 
Horace E. Morse, 
Officer’s Reports Committee 


I move the adoption of the recommendations of the Com- 
mittee if there are no objections, 


Department Commander Sweet:—\Vhat is the pleasure of 
the Encampment? Signify in the usual manner. It has been 
moved and seconded that the recommendations of your Com- 
mittee be accepted. It is a vote and Ii do so declare it. 


Brether C. H. E. Moran :—In our Commander's report there 
are several recommendations; first, that the interest money from 
the Permanent Fund be transferred to the General Fund, Your 
committee recommends its adoption. 


A Brother:—I move its acceptance. [Seconded by a 
brother | G 


Department Commander Sweet:—It is a vote and I do so 
declare it. 
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Brother C. H. E. Moran:—Second, that an appropriation 
of $25.00 be made, to cover necessary expenses of radio broad- 
casts. Your Committee recommends its adoption. 


A Brother:—I move it be accepted. [Seconded by one or 
two] 


Department Commander Sweet:—lIt is a vote and I do'so 
declare it. 


Brother C. H. E. Moran:—Third, that an appropriation of 
$10.00 be made to cover telephone expenses of the Department 
Commander. Your Committee recommends concurrence. 


A Brother:—I move it be accepted. [Seconded by 
a Brother] 


Department Commander Sweet:—lIt is a vote and I do so 
declare it. 


Brother C. H. E. Moran:—Fourth, that where a Depart- 
ment Commander thinks it advisable, a District Commander be 


allowed to cover his own camp. Your Committee recommends | 


referring this to the incoming Department Commander. 


A Brother:—I move it be adopted. [Seconded by two or 
three Brothers] 


Department Commander Sweet:—It is a vote and I do so 
declare it. 


Brother C. H. E. Moran:—The Department Camp Instruct- 
or has again performed his duties in an efficient manner. He 
makes two recommendations, the first having to do with a 
change in our Constitution and Laws was referred by us to 
the Committee on Constitution and Laws; his second recommend- 
ation is for the continuation of these schools of instruction in 
which recommendation your Committee heartily concurs. 


Brother Rule [60]:—I move it be accepted. [Seconded 
by several] 


Department Commander Sweet:—It is a vote and I do so 
declare it, 


Brother C. H. E. Moran:—The Department Inspector has 
performed his duties in a very efficient manner and makes the 
following recommendations, the first of which suggests that 
the incoming Commander peruse the inspection reports of this 
year, for the general information contained there. Your Com- 
mittee concurs, as we find there is some good information for 
Department Commanders. t 


Brother Rule [60]:—I move it be accepted. [Seconded by 
several Brothers] 
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Department Commander Sweet:—It is a vote and I do so 
declare it. 


Brother C: H: E. Moran:—Second, he recommends that 
the District Commander sends in a report for each Camp in his 
District, whether inspected or not. Your Committee concurs. 


A Brother:—I move it be adopted. [Seconded by one or 
two] 


. Department Commander Sweet:—It is a vote and I do so 
declare it. 


Brother C. H. E. Moran:—The report of-Brother Kirch- 
gassner as Chairman of the Committee on Uniforms, has been 
carefully considered and we believe that this important question 
has need of more careful consideration, and your Committee 
recommends that a full Committee be at once appointed to 


investigate all the phases and to render a report at the 56th 
Encampment. 


Brother Perkins [6]:—I move the recommendation be ac- 
cepted. [Seconded by a Brother] 


Department Commander Sweet:—It is a vote and I do so 
declare it. 


Senior Vice Commander Bradlee:—Commander, the De- 
partment Commander of Maine is awaiting admittance. 


Department Commander Sweet :—We will now have Brother 
Drew's report on the Restoration of Rank Committee. 


Brother Arthur C. Drew [P.D. C.]:—Reads the follow- 
ing letters: 


To the Officers and Brothers of the 55th Annual Encmpment 
SeaWemvs G. Wi..: 


Dear Brothers: 


Your Committee on Restoration of Rank beg leaye to 
report that we have met and considered the applications of 


brothers . 
Henry L. Higgins: A 
R. B. Grover Camp, 17, Brockton, Mass. 
Application endorsed. by, 
Henry F. Chamberlain, P.C. 
Edward W. Jordan, P. C- 


Arthur M. White 
Commander John McGlone 


Your Committee have carefully investigated and find the 
brother on account of sickness and unemployment was’ sus- 
pended by Camp 17. But has since paid ail back dues and 
working for his camp and our order. Your Committee 
recommends that the petition be granted. 


On the application of Brother 
Frederick E. Richardson 


Richard Borden Camp 90, Fall River, Mass. 
Application endorsed by, . 
W. R. Crowther, P.C. 
Harold E. Britton 
Edward H. Quinn 


On the above application your committee finds that the 
Brother Richardson joined our order Nov, 27, 1906. He was 
discharged on March 31, 1922 and rejoined on April 8, 1936. 
Camp Commander 1915-1916. 

Brother Richardson moved from Fall River to the western 
part of our country but upon his return again joined his camp 
and at present holds the office of Junior Vice Commander. After 
interviewing several members of Camp 90, your committee 
recommends that his petition be granted. 


Respectfully submitted, 


Arthur C. Drew, P. D. C. 
Milton B. Ryder 

W. H. Libbey, D. P. Sec: 

W. W. Tilson 

Committee on Restoration of Rank 


Fall River, Mass., Feb. 1937 


Brother Palmer, Dept. Secretary: 

Enclosed you will find a request of Bro. Richardson for 
Restoration of Past Commander's rank. We refer this applica- 
tion [through you] to the Dept. Past rank Committee. Bro. 
Richardson was and still is a true loyal son of a veteran. He 
Was one of the mainstays of Camp 90 up-to the time of his 
removal to the Mid-west having secured employment there. 
He has now retarned home and has promptly rejoined the 
Camp. We, the undersigned Past Commanders fully endorse his 
application and trust the Committee on Past Rank will report 
favorably on it. 

Signed, 
Edward H. Quinn, Sec. 
W. R. Crowther 
Harold I. Britton 
Edward H. Quinn 
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“To the Dept. of Massachusetts S. 


Fall River, Mass., Feb. 10, 1937 


To the Officers and Members of Richard Borden Camp 
90, Sons of Union Veterans of the Civil War, ’61-'65: 
Thereby apply for the restoration of rank as a Past Command- 
er of this Camp, and hope the same be granted at the next State 
‘Convention. I withdrew as a member of this camp and Mass. 
Dept. S.U.V.C.W. owing to my seeking employment away from 
the State of Massachusetts several years ago. My past record 
in your Camp and Dept. is clean. I held the rank of District 
Aide to the Dept. Commander at one time, and received the 
same for my faithfulness to the Camp and Dept. If you see fit 
‘to grant my request at this time I will be very thankful. 
Yours in F.C. &L. 
Frederick E. Richardson 
Junior Vice Commander, Camp No. 90 
of V. of the C. W.: 
Resolved: That the rating of Past Commander be restored to 
Brother Harrison L. Higgins who lost it by suspension on 
account of sickness and unemployment and was unable to 
pay his dues, 


Be it further resolved: That he is a member in good standing 
and has paid all back dues, and the Camp R. B. Grover Camp 
No. 17S. of V.C. W. request his Past Commander rating’ be 
restored. 

Signed by Committee, 
Commander John McGlone 


Henry F. Chamberlain, P. C. 
Edward W. Jordan, P. C. 
Arthur M. White 


Brother H. H. Marshall [56]: —I move it be accepted. 
{Seconded by a brother] 


Department Commander Sweet:—It is a vote and I do s0 
declare it: 

Department Commander Sweet:—I have the pleasure of 
introducing to you Junior Vice Commander of the Department 
of Maine, Henry Towle. 

Junior Vice Commander Towle:—May I sit on the side- 
lines. f 

Department Commander Sweet:—Suit yourself. Are there 
any reports at this time. 

Brother H. Harding Hale [P.D.C.]:—Your Committee 


on Radio desires to make its report. 
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Department Commander Sweet:—The recommendation has. 
already been acted upon. What is your pleasure? 


Brother Valentine [30]:—I move you it be accepted. 
[Seconded by Brother Robinson | - 


Department Commander Sweet:—It is a vote and I do so 
declare it. 


Department Commander Sweet:—Are there any other 
reports to come before the Encampment? Or any other 
letters, or communications? 


Secretary Leon H. Palmer:—This is just a letter of in- 
formation. That is all I have. 


New England Regional Association S.U.V.C.W. 
To the Officers and Members of the Massachusetts Department 
Sons of Union Veterans: 
Greetings: 
The New England Regional Association of the Sons of 
Union Veterans of the Civil War has 1 quested me to present 
to you some brief facts relative to th ociation in order 


to solicit a greater interest and more active cooperation in our 
endeavors. 


This Association is the outcome of the adoption of the 
Regulation which established the appointment of the Com- 
mittee on Program and Policy in the Commandery in Chief and 
in Departments as defined in the C. and R. In order to carry 
out the plans the organization was divided into regions, the 
New England Departments being called the New Engiand 
Region. Several meetings of officers, past officers and mem- 
bers of the committee on Program and Policy of each Depart- 
ment had severai fine meetings, thus creating a greater fraternal 
Spirit and awakening a greater interest in our work, 


As a result of these meetings a permanent organization 
was formed with the following purposes as stated in our By- 
Laws: “To foster social and fraternal relations between 
the New England Departments of our organization and to help 
carry out the purposes of the Program and Policy Committee 
and to increase activity and interest in our work.” 


Meetings have been held in each of the Departments and 
has awakened new interest and enthusiasm in our purposes. 
While still in a formative stage, we look forward with high 
hopes of increasing our usefulness Therefore we solicit the 
active cooperation of all Departments in our efforts not only 
by the officers but by any interested members. 
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We hope that this Encampment will endorse the New Eng- 
land Regional Association, and that it will instruct the Depart- 
ment Commander to publish the purposes of the association and 
the time and place of mectings through General Orders and 
special notices. We also suggest that five members be elected 
or that the Commander appoint same, to attend the Regional 
meetings , 

The association has through a committee sponsored a com- 
petitive drive for new members to end on June 30. Your De- 
partment should become actively interested in this much need- 
ed increase in membership. 


The next meeting is planned to take place in Maine, on* 
Saturday, June 5, followed by one at The Weirs, N. H, in July, 
full details of which will be sent out soon. 


May your Encampment be most successful, your new officers 
enter upon an active and progressive administration and may 
we have your hearty cooperation. 

Cordially and fraternally, 
Frank L. Kirchgassner, 


Report Adopted 
Department Commander Sweet:—What is the pleasure 
of the Encampment? 


Brother Murphy [32]:—I make a motion that it be 
accepted. [Seconded by a brother] 


Department Commander Sweet :—It is a vote and I do so 
declare it. 

Department Commander Sweet:—Are all the Committee 
Reports in? There is one more on Constitution and Laws and 
Dr. Homan will be here later. 


Department Commander Sweet’—I am going to appoint 
Brothers H. Harding Hale, Guy Richardson and Thomas ! 
Crawford to present to the Camps the banners in their respective 
order of first, second and third places for the net gain of the 
year. Will these brothers please come to the platform. 


Secretary Palmer:—First place goes to Camp 59 of Fram- 
ingham with a net gain of 7; Camp 15 of Springfield with a 
net gain of 6 and South Braintree, Camp 32 also a net of 6, 
making a tie for the second banner. 

Brother Murphy [32]:—South Braintree Camp took in ae 


Department Commander Sweet:—These reports are up to 


March 3lst and 6 were reported in March for Braintree and” 


Springfield. 
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Regional Commander ~ 


Brother Murphy [32]:—4 were taken in in October and 
3 at the last meeting. 


Secretary Palmer:—You lost one by death. 


Department Commander Sweet:—Springfield and South 
Braintree will exchange banners at the end of six months. 


Department Commander Sweet:—At this time I am going 
‘to ask H. Harding Hale to present the banner to Camp 59 of 
Framingham, having a net gain of 7. 

Brother H. Harding Hale: —Brother Hosmer, we greet 
you as a neighbor but we greet you under the name of our good 
Department and now it seems to be, so far as the gains in mem- 
bership are concerned, = matter of sixes and sevens, but 
in your case and that of Camp 59 you have gained that perfect 
number of 7 and we take pride in handing this banner to Camp 
59 for its notable gain this past year under our most efficient 
leader, Elias R. Sweet. Take this to your Camp and may 
it inspire you to go on from 7 to 14 and from 14 ’to 21 and so 
on up the line. [Applause | 


Department Commander Sweet:—Camp 15 of Springfield, 
Brother Bogue, is entitled to the second banner. Will Past 
Department Richardson present this banner to Brother Bogue? 


Brother Guy Richardson:—Brother Bogue, it gives me 
very great pleasure to present to you this banner and you are 
to hold it for the first six months and then exchange it with 
Camp 32 of South Braintree. Take the congratulations of our 
brothers and the best wishes that you go on. Go on from 6 to 

if possible. We congratulate you. [Applause] 

Brother Bogue:— Thank vou; we are doing all we can. 


Department Commander Sweet:—Will Brother Thomas 


Crawford now present the third banner to Brother Murphy of 
South Braintree? 


Brother Thomas Crawford :—Commander Murphy, you have 
worked hard for your Camp. If the rest of the boys in your 
Camp will take hold and work the same as you have last year, 
We will have the pleasure of giving you the red banner. 

Brother Murphy:—I thank you. 

Department Commander Sweet:—Are there any others to 
report? 

Brother Homan [P.C-in-C.]:—I have the report from the 
Committee on Constitution and Regulations with a recommenda 
tion. Your Committee thinks it ought to pass. 

Department Commander Sweet:—You 


heard the 
recommendation; what is your pleasure? 


have 
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Brother ‘Osborne [35]:—I move it be adopted. 


Department Commander Sweet:—It is a vote and I do so 
declare it. if 

Brother Homan [P. C-in-C.]:—In the Report of Depart- 
ment Camp Instructor, Addison A. Quinn, there is a any 
dation that Massachusetts go on record as being opposed to ual 
cle 3, Section + in the Constitution and Regulations and that our 
next Department Commander be instructed to use his pean: 
at our next National Encampment to have this section declare¢ 
null and void. Brother Quinn recommends that Massachusetts 
goes on record as opposed and wishes to have that section 
deleted from the regulations. I can see his idea in the matter, 
but I think it should be adopted for the reason that it should 
not be a matter of choice but of necessity and the Ritual be 
used at installation of candidates. 


Brother Addison A. Quinn [P.D.C]:—l believe the 
brothers will see the point. It is rather embarrassing to go to 
Camps to inspect them and have them tell me they do not have 
to do it if they do not want to. I believe the best members 
are those who go in that way. I think it should come out. 

Brother Marshall:—I move you that it be so done. [Sec= 
onded by several] 


Department Commander Sweet:—It is a vote and I do Re) 
declare it. 


Brother Homan [P.C-inC.]:—This resolution is regarding 
the matter of furlough for members who are unable to pay their 
dues on account of sickness or disability. Your Committee rec- 
mmends it ought not to pass. You may remember that the 
National Convention started something of this kind that would 
remit the tax for those who were not employed: Your Com- 
mittee recommend this be not adopted. 


Department Commander Sweet:—What is the pleasure 


of this Encampment? 


Brother Perry [94]:—I would like to say a word es 
this. Where we have brothers who are sick we should do ge 
we can to save the Camp but not in case of unemployment. 
move you we do not concur. 


Brother Homan:—I feel sick members should be exempt 
but that it should be up to the Camp. That is not for fon 
Department or the National organization to say. It ought 
not to pass, In my opinion. 


ro] 


Brother Perry [94]:—I do not think we should exempt any 
Camp from paying taxes of members who are out of employ- 
ment but when the member is sick we should do that. In that 
case the Camps should be exempt from paying pér capita tax. 


Brother Guy Richardson:—I think the brother is out of 
order. JI make a motion we adopt the report of the Committee, 


Brother Daugherty [36] :—I think the brother is right. T 
second the Perry vote. 


Brother Phillips [34]:—I agree with the gentleman who 
spoke back here. I belonged to a Camp for thirty-four years and 
they disbanded. We had a Camp of 36 members and there 
eighteen carrying eighteen and the consequence was that they 
disbanded. 


Brother Homan:—I arise to a point of order. 
talking about the adoption of this motion. 


We are 


Department Commander Sweet:—The 
adoption of this motion. 


question is the 


Senior Vice Commander Bradlee:—There are three mem- 
bers of the Womans Relief Corps outside. 


Brother Perkins [6]:—-May I make a few remarks on this 
motion? I agree heartily with the thought behind bringing this 
matter before the Convention, but I do not think it is the Tight 
way to go about it. We should help these Camps but there is 
another way io do it. Tf we do this we are going to lose the 
per capita tax. I think we should do something to help mem- 
bers and I believe if a man cannot pay his dues the Camp 
should remit the dues for a year rather than keep him on for 
two, three, four or five years. 


> Brother White [17]:—I was on that Resolutions Com- 
mittee and also treasurer of Camp 17 and last year we dropped 
17 or 18 members because they could not pay their dues. J 
find the Spanish War Veterans have the same thing but no 
member can get exemption without a sworn statement and that 
is the reason for that motion. Many ‘Camps are hard hit. 7] 
have spent the last four months collecting dues. 


Department Commander Sweet:—What is the 
of this Encampment on the adoption of this report? 


« Brother Fred E. Bolton [P.C-in-C.]:—There is a ‘pep 
capita tax assessed on each Camp and every member. We 
have to get that in order to function, as this has to be paid 
to the National Encampment. You can say you think we ought 
to be permitted to remit dues for any member who has any 


pleasure 
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difficulty on account of sickness or unemployment, but that 
takes it from the Department, then we are obliged to increase 
the per capita tax and you have to pay the money out before 
you can get your organization to function. 


Brother Osborne [35]:—I am now in my fourth year as 
treasurer of my Camp. We live in New Bedford. My last 
quarter report showed that I collected 84% of the dues col- 
lectable. I do not think the per capita tax should be with- 
held. 


Bepartment Commander Sweet:—What is the pleasure 
‘Question by several. 

Department Commander Sweet:—It is a vote and I do so 
declare it. 


Department Commander Sweet:—Guide, you will please 
bring the waiting delegation into this Encampment. 


Guide: —I have the pleasure of presenting the delegation 
from the Massachusetts Department of the Womans Relief 
‘Corps. 


Escort No, 1:—I ‘have the very great honor of introducing to 
this Encampment Mrs. R. May Guyot, Junior Vice President- 
Elect of the Womans Relief Corps. 


Escort No. 2:—I have the honor of introducing Mrs. Minnie 
A, Emery, Member of the Executive Board of the Womans 
Relief Corps. 

Escort No. 3:—-I have the great pleasure to introduce to this 
Encampment Mrs. Florence Knight, President of Corps 72, 
of Milford, Mass. 


Department Commander Sweet:—Guide, you will present 
this delegation to this station. 


Department Commander Sweet—I am sure we are indeed 
happy that our Womans Relief Corps at this time has the op- 
portunity to bring their greetings to us. I am happy to 
introduce to you Mrs. R. May Guyot, Junior Vice President- 
Elect of the Womans Relief Corps. : 


Mrs. R. May Guyot:—Commander and Brothers of this 
Convention, I am very pleased to be here and that I have the 
opportunity to visit this Convention today. It is the first 
chance I have had to bring greetings to you. On behalf of 
the Convention it gives me great pleasure togive you this as 
a token of love. [Applause] 

Department Commander Sweet:—Sister Guyot, please ac- 
cept my sincere appreciation of this gift and our pleasant 
associations of the past year. 
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Department Commander Sweet:—Brothers, I have now 
the great pleasure to introduce to you Mrs. Minnie A. Emery, 
of the Executive Board of the Woman’s Relief Corps. 


Mrs. Minnie A. -Emery:—Commander and Officers; I 
have been most anxious to come here for years. They waited 
until I was an old lady to let me come. 1 am pleased to come 
over with my Chairman and extend the greetings of our organ- 
ization. I have this for your Commander and wish you a very 
harmonious Convention. Thank you. [Applause] 


Department Commander Sweet :—Mrs. I thank 


you. 


Emery, 


Department Commander Sweet:—We will now hear irom 


Mrs. Florence Knight, President of Corps 72 of Milford, Mas 


Mrs. Florence Knight:—Commander and Brothers of the 
Convention, it is a great pleasure for me to be here as I have 
never been on a greetings committee before. I am glad to 
bring the greetings of the Womans Relief Corps of the 
Department of Massachusetts and also from Members of Corps 
72. 1 wish for you a very pleasant and happy new year. I 
thank you. [Applause] 


Department Commander Sweet:—Will Past Department 


Commander Guy Richardson respond? 
Brother Guy Richardson: —Responded. 


[Applause] [Delegation withdraws] 


Department Commander Sweet:—We have here another 
communication which Secretary Palmer will read. 

Secretary Palmer: —This is in regard to the North Metro- 
politan District Association Chorus. 

Department Commander Sweet :—What do you wish to do 
with this communication. 

Brother Henry Weiler:—I move it be 
be a matter of record. [Seconded by several| 


Department Commander Sweet:—It is a vote and I do so 
declare it. 


noted but not 


Department Commander Sweet:—Are there any further 


reports? . Has the Credential Committee a final report? 
Brother Reed:—We are not yet ready. 
Department Commander Sweet :— There are supposed to 
be present three fifty-year members, one from Gloucester and 


two from Leominster. Are they here? Will they please come 
to this station? 
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Brother Doland [65]:—I have a brother here who 


has. 
been a member for over fifty years, Brother F. H. Brock. 


Secretary Palmer:—The idea was to show the members 
this fifty-year badge. There have been only three applications 
teceived for these badges. This brother from Leominster has 
one and there is another in his Camp and one in the Gloucester 
Camp but there are only three in Massachusetts. 


Department Commander Sweet :—Frederick C. Ames, who 
bears upon his breast a badge for services of fifty continous 
years in the Sons of Union Veterans of the Civil War, is in 
this Encampment. I will ask him to rise. [Applause] 


Brother Frank L. Kirchgassner:—How many _ brothers 
are there here who are fifty years. a member. 
Department Commander Sweet:—Will those brothers 


stand who have served fifty years without a break? [Brothers 
Hunt, 67; Brock, 67; Rice, 28; Hosmer, 59; Upton, 53; and 
Ames, 52. 


Department Commander Sweet :—Will 
present the Budget report? 


Brother Winchell 


Brother Louis E. Winchell [30]:—The Proposed Budget 
was referred to the Committee and then referred back to the 
Council. As your member of the Council it is unfortunate that 
we have to submit an unbalanced estimated budget but that 
is as near as we can present it. We endeavored to reach a 
balance but estimated, in the eyes of the Committee, the number 
of increased members. We cannot tell about this. The 
Council submits this for your consideration. 


Department Commander Sweet:—What jis your pleasure 
to do with revised budget? 


Brother Henry F. Weiler [P.D.C.]:—The budget pro- 
posed shows they seem to be planning for $300 more than they 
receive. You have voted today to give the Grave Marking 
Committee $50, which is not,included. “You have voted to 
issue cOmmissions at an expense of $25 which is not included 
in the budget. I think you should make provision for the 
new things included. 


. 


Brother L. E. Osborne [35]:—I understand we have a 
surplus of $84 of last year’s appropriation. I do not understand 
this appropriation of $50.00. Our Convention also appropriated 
last year $100 but we used less than $16.00. I do not believe 
that appropriation of $50 for Grave Marking Committee went 
through, and if it did it should be withdrawn. 
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Brother Henry F. Weiler: [P.D.C.]:—1 still maintain 
you have appropriated $50 and it should still be taken into 
. consideration. 


Brother L. E. Osborne [35]:—I may not be familiar 
with finance. When I put the letter up to the Secretary in 
regard to the $50 I was told there was an unused balance of 
$84 and I did not think the letter would go to your Committee. 


_ Brother Henry F. Weiler [P.D.C.]:—The letter did not 
go to my Committee and the money for the Grave Marking 
Committee is not appropriated. I am trying to put it all 
there so that there will be the money you ask for, so I think 
- $50 should be provided if you want it. 


Brother Louis E. Winchell:— There are incidental receipts 
and expenditures which we did not handle. For instance, we 
received $100 from the Auxiliary but it was not recorded 
There are other incidentals which the Secretary knows about 
and which become more in the running of the business of 
the Department. 


Brother Fred E. Bolton [P.C-in-C.]:—Again you have 
gotten this confused. The Grave Marking Committee does 
not ask for $50. It has $84 and that is something to work on. 


Brother L. E. Osborne [35]:—We do not need $50 more 
than the $84 and if the $84 is returned back to us - - - - 

Brother Fred E. Bolton [P.C-in-C.]:—If the $84 comes 
back and we appropriate $50 to you, is that all right? Or 
let’s put it this way: if you get $50, the $84 is to go back into 
the General Fund? 

Brother L. E- Osborne [35]:—That is O. K. 


_ Brother Fred E. Bolton [P.C-in-C.]:—That is all right 
with me. 


Brother Rule [60]:—I move it be accepted. [Seconded — 


by one or two brothers] 


Department Commander Sweet:—It is a vote and I do so — 
‘declare it. 


Brother Fred E. Bolton [P.C-in-C.]:—Forty-three years 
ago i presided over the Encampment here. I have never lost 
my interest or enthusiasm. It thas been shattered but has 
never shrunk. If we keep on with this budget in this way we 
will fold up. The National Committee has added on 4 cents to 

-the per capita tax. What are we going to do about all this? 
Iam going to offer a motion. We have to have some plan 
for the future. If we were to count up the number of eligibles 
“to this organization there are at least two million sons and — 


f 
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‘daughters which have some interest as blood descendants of 
the G.A.R. When the G.A.R goes on the Woman’s Relief 
Corps does not know what they will do. We could all work 
together and have the propaganda go out as to the policy that 
would mean something for the future. The average man pays 
for his membership. I move that the Department Commander 
be authorized to appoint a Committee, and we will leave the 
number entirely undefined—maybe ten or one hundred—that 
shall devise some plan and policy which will take into con- 
sideration the future of this organization to carry on the 
principles of the G.A.R and I offer this as a motion. 


Brother E. A. Smith [36]:—I move you it be accepted. 
[Seconded by several Brothers| 


Department Commander Sweet:—It is a vote and I do so 
declare it. 


Department Commander Sweet:—Is the Credential Com- 
mittee ready to report? 


Brother Read:—This is the final report. 


Past Commanders in Chief 4 
Past Department Commanders OF 
Past Camp Commanders 115 
Sitting Commanders 32 
Delegates 69 
Alternates 11 

240 


Department Commander Sweet:—We will ‘proceed to the 
nomination and election of officers. We will first take up the 
nomination of Department Commander. 


Brother Simmons [25]:—The man whom I wish to place 
before this meeting today has been a Past Commander ot 
Camp 25. He has been a District Commander three years 
and while in that capacity went around helping those Camps 
he was working with. He is now Clerk for Post 10 of the 
G.A.R Alone he went and looked up all the soldiers of the 
G.A.R. and found the graves where they were buried and he 
has now virtually every dead soldier on the book and when 
the men go around on Memorial Day to go to the graves, place 
their flags and flowers, not one will be left out. He is givi 
up his time and money to get members to the meetings. He 
is also looking up new members. The name I am placing 
before this Convention is Junior Vice Commander, H. Glenn 
Sumner of Camp 25. [Seconded by a brother] 
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Brother G. E. Hunt [67]:—l am a horrible example of 
member of fifty-one years experience here and T am wondering 
where we are going. In my opinion something has got’ to 
be done or else the Sons of Veterans will have to fold up their 
tent and silently steal away. I am a charter member of a 
Camp in a small town but | am still a good member financially. 
We have to have some object in every town if we are going 
to show people that we are still in tence. You have 240 
voting delegates here today. During the past year we have 
had a Department Commander and | have been proud every 
time | have seen him in public. I am asking you to think 
of the situation we are in at the present time. There was 4 
time when we did not re-elect a Department Commander. 
Today is the time we should re-elect the man who stood this 
last year, not for his sake but for our sake, for the sake of 
keeping this Department before the public. 1 think he is a 
man who has the respect, ésteem and love of every one of us 
and I want you, when you have elected him, to remember you 
have done your duty. Your responsibility is to back him 
up and not a year from now show a loss in membership. It 
can only be done by interesting people who are interested in 
this organization. I am proud to stand here and ask you to: 
cast your ballot-for Department Commander for next year for 
Elias R. Sweet of Gloucester. [Applause] 


Brother Fred E. Bolton [P.C-in-C.]:—I never have and 
never will fail to show where I stand on any proposition. I 
did not know Brother Sweet a year ago until I met him just 
before he became a candidate for Department Commander. I 
admire that brother who was nominated just a few minutes ago. 
We are right at the point where we have to do something 
a little different. As we have a Commander who has had 
experience and made good. who is willing to take all that goes 
with the year's work again, not for his honor but for service 
to the organization, then I am glad to certify this brother and 
I am honestly recommending to you that you try the theory 
this year at least, keep what experience you haye so long as it 
has made good, and give us leadership under a man who knows 
what it is all about and I second the nomination of our present 
Department Commander. [Applause] 


Department Commander Sweet:—Are there 
nominations for Department Commander. 


_ Brother Albert W. Cobb [16]:—I move you the nomina- 
tions for Department Commander be closed. 


Department Commander Sweet :—It is a vote and | do so 
declare it. 


any further 


Department Commander Sweet:—We will now proceed to 
the nominations for Senior Vice Commander. 
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Brother F. P. Hawes [35]:—Down in Camp 35 we have 
a member there who has been a worker, been a Commander 
twice, been a treasurer and done other work and also he is 
chairman of the House Committee. I place for nomination 
the name of LaForest E. Osborne for Senior Vice Commander. 


Brother R. W. Hanners [6]:—I am very glad to second 
the nomination of Brother L. [. Osborne for Senior Vice 
Commander. 


Department Commander Sweet:—Are there any further 
nominaticns for Senior Vice Commander. 


Brother M. F. Brown [135]:—I move you the nomina- 
tions be closed for Senior Vice Commander. 


Department Commander Sweet:—It is a vote and I do so 
declare it. 


Department Commander Sweet:—The 
now open for Junior Vice Commander. 


nominations are 


Brother Bakke [78]:—There is a young fellow here who 
has been in the organization for twelve years, ran once for this 
office and got a pretty good vote. I present to this Encamp- 
ment the name of Cecil L. Cheney, Past Commander of Camp 9. 


Brother H. L. Silver [6]:—I have been coming up here 
a good many years. For several years I have been coming up 
here and nominating men for these positions. 3rother Hunt 
says we need something in this organization. That something 
is young blood. This brother, whose nomination I have in 
mind, is Junior Vice Commander; he has been Commander of 
Camp 109 of Newburyport. for two vears. He took it when it 
was practically going down and, out. Our Department Com- 
mander saw fit, while having twenty-four district commanders. 
to appoint this young man chief of those district commanders. 
It gives me great pleasure to place in nomination the name 
of G. W. Chase of Camp 109. [Applause] 


Brother Davis [109] :—It is a great pleasure to second the 
nomination of G. W. Chase as Junior Vice Commander. 


Brether H. 'E. Morse [80]:—This is the first time I have 
proposed a name for any member for Department office. Today 
J have the pleasure to present for the office of Junior Vice 
Commander, the name of a member of Camp 80 who has been 
twenty-seven years in the Order and served as Commander 
of the Camp, served for the past fifteen years as treasurer, and 
who never has aspired to any office in the gift of the Encamp- 
ment, Sidney L. Drown of Camp 80 of Malden for the position 
of Junior Vice Commander. 


Brother U. W. Bowen [80]:—This worthy treasurer has 
pulled us along when we did not know what we were going 
to do. J heartily second the motion for Sidney L. Drown for 
Junior Vice Commander. * 


Brother E. P. Connelly [61]—I move you the nomina- 
tions for Junior Vice Commander be closed. 


Department Commander Sweet:—It is a vote and I do so 
declare it. 


Brother Perry [94]:—I wish to know why they are so 
anxious to close the nominations at this time. I wish to offer 
a name for nomination if I have the privilege. 


Department Commander Sweet:—I will re-open the nom- 
ination for Junior Vice Commander. 


Brother Perry [94]:—I have a brother's mame to offer. 
This man has a good fair Camp up there and at the present 
time he is also working reorganizing a Camp which went out 
of existence. This brother is taking hold up there in Clinton 
to reorganize that Camp. I would like to place in nomination 
the name of Brother Russell C. Trask of Camp 43. 


_ Brother W. E. Valentine [3]:—I second the nomination 
of Russell C. Trask. 


Brother Frank L. Kirchgassner [P.C-in-C. ]:—I move 
the nominations for Junior Vice Commander be closed. | Second- 
ed by several brothers] 


Department Commander Sweet:—It is a vote and I do so 
declare it. 


Department Commander Sweet:—The nominations are 
now in order for Department Council. 


Brother E. W. Homan [P.C-in-C.]:—Yesterday I named 
a man for this Council and this afternoon I am going to do the 
same thing. The brother who I am going to name is well 
qualified to be a worthy member of the Department Council 
and I nominate Brother Albert Wolff. 


\ Brother T- L. Crawford [P.D.C.]:—I am going to nom- 
inate a man who has served in different capacities in our organ- 
ization. He is from a little bit of a small town, the town of 
Pembroke. I take great pleasure to place in nomination for 
Department Council the name of Paul C. Gassett of Camp 69. 


Brother H. E. Moran [P.D.C.]:—I take great pleasure 


in nominating L. W. Knox as a candidate for Department 
‘Council. 
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Brother Frank L. Kirchgassner [P.C-in-C.]:— Yesterday 
it was my pleasure to place for nomination the name of Parker 
B. Chandler. In presenting this name I am presenting a fine 
personality who has given splendid service. Let’s remember 
we want three fine men here and I assure you you will find him 
the kind of a man we will need. I place the name of Parker B.. 
Chandler for the Department Council. 


Brother T. J. Murphy [32] :—I second the nomination. 


Brother U. B. Bowen [80]:—For the last three years 
we have had a good Council and without any more words I 
bring the name of Louis E. Winchell. 


Brother Richardson:—I second that nomination. 


2 Brother H. Harding Hale [P.D.C.]:—I am going to place 
the name of a man whom I have seen in action. a good brother 
from Greater Boston and who has a long record of faithfulness 
and is a member of a Camp which has been a solid service 
Camp, Camp 5. We believe in the men who make good and T 
have a special pleasure in presenting for Department Council 
the name of Herbert Marshal of Camp 56. 


Brother West [60] :-—I second that motion. 


Brother Rule [60] :—I move you the nominations be closed. 
[Seconded by several] 


Department Commander Sweet:—It is a vote and I do so 
declare it. 


Department Commander Sweet :—At this time I will ask if 
Brother Warren will act as Chairman of the tellers; | am going 
ta appoint as tellers, Brothers Ryan, Howland, Hatch, Shepard- 
son, Jordan, Murphy, Metcalf, Smith, Rule, and Silver. 


Senicr Vice Commander Bradlee:—There is a delegation 
from the Sons of Veterans Auxiliary awaiting admittance. 


Brother J. B. Doyle [14]:—Are we to nominate the 
Trustees of the G.A.R. Fund. 


Department Commander Sweet:—There is only one to be 


nominated and he was nominated yesterday and that is Fred 
E. Bolton. 


Brother C. H. E. Moran [P.D.C.]:—I move you the 
nominations cease. [Seconded by several] 


Department Commander Sweet:—TIt is a vote and I do so 
declare it. 


[ 101] 


Secretary Palmer:-—In regard to the delegates to the 
National Encampment, we are entitled to 44. 13 were named 
yesterday and one this morning. In order to vote for any others 
they will have to be written in lead pencil on the ballot but 
it will take very few votes to elect any man whose name is 
written in. 


Department Commander Sweet:—Does anyone want the 


delegates names read? Several brothers answered “no”. 


Guide :—Commander, it is my pleasant duty to present the 
delegation from our own Auxiliary of the Massachusetts De- 
partment. 


Guide:—Commander and Byothers, I have the honor to 


present Mrs. Grace T. Howland, st Department President 
of the Auxiliary of the Sons of Union Veterans of the Civil War, 


Guard No- 1:—Commander, I have’ the pleasure to intro= 
duce to you Mrs. Ada B. Ewell, Department President of 
the Auxiliary. 


Guard No. 2:—Commander, it is my pleasure to introduce 
to this Encampment Mrs. Grace Sweet, Past Department 
Secretary of the Auxiliary to the Sons of Veterans. 


Guide:—Commander, I have the honor to present Miss 
Ruth Allen, Chairman of the Sons of Veterans Aides. 


Department Commander Sweet: —The Guide will present 
the delegation to this station. 


Department Commander Sweet:-—You have heard me say 
many times that the Womans Relief Corps were the right hand 
of the G.A.R. and I say ‘to you, brothers of Massachusetts, 
that we have an Auxiliary who are the right hand of the Sons 
of Veterans of the Civil War. I take great pleasure in present- 
ing Mrs. Grace T. Howland, Past Department Commander. 


Mrs, Grace T, Howland:—Commander, Sons and Brothers, 
1 know your time is short and we have stolen our Department 
President to come here and I am going to act as spokesman of 
the special Committee. We bring you all kinds of good 
greetings. J thank you. [Applause] 


Department Commander Sweet:—I am sure this has been 
avery happy year. Ada and I have travelled a good many miles 
and she has been a wonderful help to me and the organization 
in trying to build up our Camps and it is an honor and a privilege 
to present to this Encampment, my Department President of 
1936 and 1937, Mrs. Ada B. Ewell. 


Mrs. Ada B. Ewell:—Commander and Brothers of the 
Massachusetts Department, it has indeed been a great honor 
and privilege for me to come into your Convention and look 
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into those faces you have had the honor of working with and 
for this past year. I feel that in building for our Camps we 
sare building our own foundation. Brother Sweet, it has been 
a great pleasure to work with you this year. Perhaps we 
-have not accomplished all we wanted to but we have not 
done bad. I am looking forward this next year, under the 
splendid leadership of a new president-elect that we will be able 
to show a splendid increase. Brother Sweet, one of my pleasant 
duties was to try and find some remembrance which I could 
leave with the heads of the organizations I have been working 
with and with'this little gift goes the love and respect of 
the 3075 members of your Auxiliary that has been working with 
you, that your year and my year be a success. Please accept 
this little package and may this Encampment and the year to 
‘come be one of success and happiness. [Applause] 


Department Commander Sweet:—Sister Ada, I thank you 
for your kind gift and I just wish to say the many hints you 
gave me have been helpful all through the year. [Applause] 


Department Commander Sweet:—I really do not know 
how to introduce the next member of the Committee. She 
has been to me an assistant Department Commander. Many 
weary hours of the morning she has guided me through the 
route to numerous places and many an argument we have had 
as to whether we should turn to the right or the left and I 
take great pleasure in introducing to the boys my wife, Mrs. 
Sweet. [Applause] : 


Mrs. Grace Sweet:—Department Commander and mem- 
bers of the Sons of Veterans, I am sure there is nothing Ican 
add to the nice things you have heard all day long. I will say 
I feel highly honored to bring greetings to you. Thank you 
very much. [Applause] 


__ Department Commander Sweet :—May I now present Mrs- 
Ruth Allen, Chairman of the Aides. 


Mrs- Ruth Allen:—Department Commander and Brothers, 
it certainly is a pleasure and a privilege to be a member of your 
Greetings Committee. I feel we wish to. express our apprecia- 
tion and extend to the Brothers this gift from the Sisters of 
the Auxiliary to the Sons of Union Veterans. We know you 
will use it well. Let us work for one Country, the govern- 
ment of the people, by the people and for the people and may 
you continue vour work for many years to come. [Applause] 


Department Commander Sweet:—yYou will now agree with 
me when I said that our Auxiliary have been the right’ hand 
to the Sons of Union Veterans not only in the assistance they 
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have given us in our travels but through this check which they 
have brought to us and I know our Department Treasurer is 
happy that we have a wonderful aid in our Auxiliary. It as 
for $90.00. [Applause] 


Department Commander Sweet:—I am going to ask Wil- 
liam L. Anderson, Sr_ to respond. 4 


Brother William L. Anderson, 


Department Commander Sweet :—Have 
voted? [Several replied “No” | 


Sr. :—Responded, 


all the brothers 


Department Commander Sweet :—I declare the polls closed. 
Secretary Palmer:—Will the brothers give their attention ? 


Brother Fred E. Bolton:—I am doing what you know is 
the common courtesy and right of a Past Commander and our 
Brother Sweet is a Past Commander and he is entitled to wear 
this insignia. I want him to wear it with satisfaction and to- 
know that it comes from an organization that feels he has given 
the service that entitles him to wear it and I want to wish 
him good luck and that is all. [Applause] 


Past Department Commander Sweet:—Brother Fred and’ 
boys of the Department, this is no surprise, getting the Past 
Department Commander badge and I just want to say this, that 
this year of service is one that will live in my memory a good 
many years and I am indeed proud to receive from the hand of 
a Past Commander-in-Chief this recognition of.a year of service 
with you boys of Massachusetts. [Applause] 

Brother E. W. Homan [P.C-in-C.]:—One thing that 
has been noticeable about our Department Commander as 
he stood before for two davs is his smile. That is worth a 
whole lot in making friends. Elias, it is my pleasure to give 
you something that IT hope you will use to buy something that 
you can remember the year by. What is in this envelope does 
not represent very much but if you buy something you can 
always keep and remember it will remind you of us. Accept 
this little gift on behalf of the boys and we know your smile 
will keep on just the same. [Applause] 


Past Department Commander Sweet'—The smile comes 
naturally because of the fact that wherever J have been this 
year I have been greeted with ‘a smile. When received from 
the boys I must return the same to them. There is really no 
need for this gift because J have been more than paid when the 
boys of Massachusetts placed me in this ‘high position. I will 
purchase something that will be a memory of this Convention: 
and of the year’s service with you boys of Massachusetts. 
[Applause] : 
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Past Department Commander Sweet:—Is the Committee 


ready to report? 
Brother Warren:—We are. 


Department Council 


Louis E. Winchell [8] 121 
Lester W. Knox [15] 93 
Albert G. Wolff [89] 93 


Past Department Commander Sweet:—Are Brothers Knox 
and Wolff present? Please come over here. [Tossed a coin] 


Brother Fred E. Bolton [P.C-in-C.]:—Brothers Wolff 
and Knox tied for the two and one year term on ‘the Council, and 
it was voted in the order of the votes they would be chosen for the 
one and two year terms. Brother Knox has just told Brother 
Wolff that he will take the one year and Brother Wolif is to 
take the two year term. ‘i 


Brother Fred E. Warren:—The Department Commander 
is re-elected» to office of Department Commander. _ Brother 
La Forest E. Osborne has been elected Senior Vice Command- 
er; Glendon W. Chase has been elected Junior Vice 
Commander. 


make a 


Brother H. G. Sumner [25]:—I would like to 
[Seconded 


motion that Brother Sweet's election be unanimous. 
by many] 


Secretary Palmer:—\Vith a vote of 146 Brother Fred FE. 
Bolton was re-elected to the Trustees of the G.A.R. Fund. 
There is no question but what every delegate to the National 
Convention will be elected. \WVe are entitled to 44 and there 
are but 13 printed on the list and that leaves a chance for 31 
to be written in and it will be announced in Department Orders. 
very shortly. 


Past Department Commander Sweet:—I have asked Past 
Senior Vice Commander in Chief, Anderson, to act as installing 
officer and he may choose his guide. 


Past Senior Vice Commander-in-Chief Anderson:—I _ will 
ask brother H. E. Moran to act as guide. 1 will now ask 
Department Secretary Palmer to call the names of the officers- 
elect, and will these elective officers please rise. The Depart- 
ment Commander has appointed Brother Fred EF. Bolton, 
Treasurer and Brother Leon H. Palmer. Secretary. Will they 
sa take their positions? [Installation of officers takes. 
place 
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Chelsea, Massachusetts, April 14, 1937 


‘To the Officers and Members of the Fifty-fifth Annual Encamp- 
ment, Massachusetts Department. Sons of Union Veterans of 
the Civil War, 
Hotel Bradford, 
Boston, Massachusetts. 


Greetings: 


The North Metropolitan District Association of Sons of 
‘Union Veterans of the Civil War suggests the formation of a 
chorus composed of forty or more members, which we believe 
will help a great deal to arouse interest in our gatherings as well 
as to strengthen the spirit of fraternity among our members, 


Many of our members can remember the G.A.R. Chorus, 
known as Billy Olin’s Gang, which aroused so much enthusiasm 
-at their camp fires in past years. 


We have-received the assurance of assistance from Frederick 
W . Lamb, a musician by profession, and a member of Camp 56, 
who has had considerable experience in the formation and train- 
ing of similar choruses such as we propose. Brother Lamb is 
willing to give his time to train the chorus, and to make it 
‘competent to assist at social gatherings as well as for radio 
programs. 

This is a fine opportunity to mingle together in this splendid 
‘undertaking, and to revive some of the old songs ‘we used to hear 
from our Veterans. We need at least forty members and if 
anyone present desires to join or knows of any others who 
are interested, let him give his name or send it to the Depart- 
ment Secretary, Leon H. Palmer, 88 Tremont Street, Boston. 


Yours in F. C. & L. 


Addison A. Quinn, 


President. 
Attest :- 


George William Kimball 
Secretary 
Chorus Committee: 
Theodore C. Leutz 
F. L. Kirchgassner 


Brother Norman F, Hesseltine [461 :—I have a motion here: 


Whereas it has been reported in the public press that the 
Massachusetts Institute of Technology has received and placed 
on public display a portrait of General Robert E. Lee in the uni- 
form of the Confederate army. 
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Be It Resolved that the Massachusetts Department, Sons of 
Union Veterans of the Civil War, in annual convention assem- 
bled, places on record its disapprowal of such action for the fol- 
lowing reasons: 


1. The Massachusetis Institute of Technology was 
chartered during the Civil War and its president for many years 
was a distinguished officer of the Union Army. Under the laws 
of Massachusetts it enjoys exemption from taxation and for 
many years it received financial assistance from the United 
States under the so called Morrili Act, We believe that such an 
educational institution, in view of its relations to the United 
States and Commonwealth of Massachusetts, cannot properly 
honor men who took up arms against the United States and the 
Commonwealth of Massachusetts, par icularly when, as in the 
case of General Lee, they had previously taken an oath to sup- 


port the very government which they attacked. 


2. Although General Lee possessed many private virtues 
and military abilities, he was not eminent as anengineer. If his 
services to the cause of education after the close of the war or 
his private virtues are to be commemorated, this could more prop- 
erly be done by a portrait in the dress of an American citizen, 
The fact, therefore. that the portrait depicts him in his Confeder- 
ate uniform. shows that it is intended to commemorate him not 
as an educator, as a citizen, or as an officer of the Protestant 
Episcopal Church, but as a leader of the Great Rebellion. 


If the United Daughters of the Confederacy had followed the 
example of him they seek to honor, and accepted the results of the 


Civil War with the same admirable spirit with which General 


Lee accepted them, they would not have committeed such an act 
of bad taste or placed the Massach tts Institute of Technology 
in the position of accepting a portrait which obviously intended 
to commemorate disloyalty. 


Resolved that a copy of this resolution be sent to the Pres- 
ident of the Massachusetts Institute of Technology and the 
President of the local chapter of the United Daughters of the 


‘Confederacy . 


Brother George Beckman [17]:—I move you it be turned 
over to the Resolutions Committee of 1937. [Seconded by a 


‘brother. ] 


Commander Crawford:—It has been moyed and seconded 
that this be turned over to the Resolutions Committee of 1937 
for attention. Is there anything to be said on the question. It 


is a vote and I so declare it. 
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We have just communicated with the office of the President 
of the Massachusetts Institute of Technology and find that the 
portrait is now on the walls of the library of the Walker Memorial 
faculty building. Only a few of the instructors, therefore, 
view this portrait and it is thus given little if any prominence. 


We concur heartily in the spirit of the resolution but 
believe it a good policy at the present time to allow the matter 
to rest and not advertise this distasteful incident and so 
recommend. Adopted. 


‘To the Officers and Delegates of this Encampment of Massa— 
chusetts Sons of Union Veterans of the Civil War: 


As a Delegate to this Encampment, I make the Motion 
that to increase the interest of Members and Prospective New 
Members of our Massachusetts Camps, each officer elected at 
the next Annual Election of each Camp be awarded a COM- 
MISSION to his Office, said Commission to be of average 
size and suitable for framing and worded, approximately, as 
follows: 


Date....[of Election]... .1937~ 
To 


[Name of Officer—Engrossed in Old English] 
Having been duly elected 
[Titlhe—Engrossed in Old [English] 


of/Camp No....... POliscith es [City or Town]...... , State of — 
Massachusetts, you are hereby ordered to report for duty 
on....[Date of Installation]...., under, and by virtue of, this 
your i 


COMMISSION 
[Engr d in Old Engitish| 


Sioned yg: [Signature]....- E. 
Secretary, Camp Novia 


These COMMISSIONS to Camp Office by the State Depart= 
ment, and supplied to present Camp Secretaries at cost, and in 
sufficient ‘quantity, previous to each Camp’s next Annual 
Election of Office and thereafter each year to Camp See- 
retaries then in office. The Massachusetts Department to 
take the initiative in this annual award of Commissions to 
Camp Officers. and to endeavor to make the Ceremony a cls= 
tom in every Camp in the Nation. 5 

It is my belief, that this Annual Award of Commissions to 
Camp Officers will ‘be markedly appreciated, arousing interest 
in securing Office, forming a Memento to be framed and 
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“against the enactment into law of bi 


cherished, and creating an attractive incentive to Membership 
in our Order by present Eligible Members, thus increasing the 
Membership of our various Massachusett’s Camps. I make 
this Proposition as a Motion and ask that it be now seconded. 


Yours, fraternally, in F. C. and L. 


‘ George Edward Fitz 
Delegate and Junior Vice-Commander 
Camp 81, Chelsea, Massachusetts 


This proposition is one that would involve considerable 
expense to carry out; and no provision is made to meet this 
expense, We do not believe that it would be practical to 
carry out this recommendation at the present time, so 
recommend non concurrance. 


To the Committee on Coinage, Weights and Measures of the 
House, and other Members of Congress and friends of the 
Union: 


The 3lst Ohio Regimental A 


Ociation herewith protests 
s, H. R. 8560 and H. R. 
61, introduced by Mr. McSwain of South Carolina, and referred 
to the Committee on Coinage. 


H.R. 8560 authorizes the Secretary of the Treasury to 
issue a medal, not exceeding ten thousand in number, com- 
memorative of the valor and integrity of Jefferson Davis, and 
which are to be delivered to a designated agent of the principal 
of elementary schools of South Carolina, upon the payment 
of the cost thereof» 


H.R. 8561 authorizes the Secretary of the Treasury to 
issue a medal, not exceeding twenty-five thousand in number 


-commiemorative of the valor and integrity of General Robert 


Edward Lee, with provisions similar to those of H.R. 8560. 


Jefferson Davis headed a movement to destroy this Nation 
and armed over a million men in endeavoring to accomplish 
this purpose: the magnitude of this rebellion against our 
Government entitles him to be called Public Enemy Number 
One in the annals of our Country. 


Robert E. Lee, who played a conspicuous part in the 


‘ebellion, had renewed his oath of allegiance to the United 


States on March 30, 1861. Yet on May 10, 1861, he assumed 
command of Coniederate troops which were inyading Virginia 
at the behest of Davis before the people of Virginia voted 
on secession on May 23, 1861, and so, at the point of Confeder- 
ate bayonets under the command of Lee, Virginia was coerced 
out of the Union. Thus did Lee display his valor and integrity 
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by betraying his State as well as his Nation. The greater his 
ability the greater enemy he was to his Country and to his 
State, and therefore in our annals should rank as Public Enemy 
Number Two. 


You, who are Members of Congress, have taken a solem 
oath to defend the Constitution of the United States against 
all enemies, foreign and domestic, and you would violate the 
spirit of your oath if you honor these public enemies who for 
four years endeavored to establish anew government, under 
a new flag and constitution, on our soil, the cornerstone of 
which was human slavery. 


Commandery-in-Chief : 


Edward M. Hosmer 
Theodore C. Leutz 
Emest A. Smith 
Nelson Towle 
William P. Hawley 
Owen C. Finch 

H. Glenn Sumner 
Myron A. Warner 
Charles W. Hooper 
Tra F. Martin 
James E, Rogers 
William W. Tillson 
Rolla E. Healy 
Charles H. Fuller 
Joseph E. Locke 
William J. Barnes 
Walter R. Crowther 
Millard F. Brown 
Gordon R. Quindley 
Elwin C. Gould 


To authorize medals commemorative oi Davis and Lee ‘ 
would lead the children of South Carolina to. believe that 
these public enemies are to be emulated, and children of other 
States would imbide the same ideas, and our Government 
would be weakened by the recognition of the subversive prin- 
cipal of the righteousness of national destruction. : 

We therefore urge that you oppose the passage of bills. 
H.R. 8560 and H.R. 8561 because they are against public 
policy and public good. 

Very respectfully, 
[Miss] Lucy S, Stewart. 
Secretary 31st Ohio Regimental Association — 


2110 Orrington Avenue, 

Evanston, Illinois, 

July 10, 1935 

Mr. Ralph L. Smith, 

Dept. Commander, S. U_ V., Boston, Mass. 
Dear Mr. Smith: 

We urge that you write, and get others to write, to 
the House Committee on Coinage, Weights and Measures, and 
to your own Members of Congress, asking them to oppose 
these two bills, H. R. 8560 and H.R. 8561, the purpose of” 
which is to honor Davis and Lee with medals authorized by 
the United States of America, against which they fought for 
four years. 

Yours very truly, 
Lucy S_. Stewart 


Department Commander Sweet:—Is there anything further 
to come before the Convention? If not, I will declare the Fifty 
fifth Annual Encampment duly closed. [Adjourned at 6:05] 


Leon H. Palmer 
Department Secretary 
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Camp 59 . Elmer B. Meady 
56 Everett M. Atwood 
36 Harold P_ Shepardson 
62 Edward J. McHugh 
124 Norman A. Clogston 
67 James.P. Skehan 
25 Joseph B. Doyle 

7 Charles Bradlee 
144 Arthur F. McIntosh 
62 Louis E. Winchell 
17. William T. Darling 
26 Irving H. Howlet 
77 James J. Dean 

80 Frank H. Desmond 
52 John P, McGlone 
90 Lawrence O. Jones 
90 Charles H. Morrill 
35 Rev. Scott C. Siegle 
50 Cecil L. Cheney 
67 
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Delegates elected to the 56th annual Encampment of the 


-Springfeld most cordially. 


Report of Mid-season Meeting 
Springfield, Mass. j 


was opened at 2:50 p.m. by Department 
‘Commander, Elias R, Sweet. Past Dept. Com. Ralph L. 
Smith, acting as Chaplain, offered prayer. C-in-C, William 
Allan Dyer was escorted to the platform amid much applause. 
Col. George Roberts, representative of the Mayor, was also 
escorted to the platform and welcomed the Organization to 
He was responded to by Past 


The meeting 


‘Grin; Ge 

The meeting was then turned over to P.D.C. Henry Be 
Weiler as chairman of the Program Committee, who stated that 
it was his purpose to call on Department officers for a few words 
concerning their duties. Dept. Camp Instructor Quinn was 
introduced who spoke on Camp Instruction, P.D.C. H. Harding 
Hale, chairman of the Radio Committee, on Radio Programs, 
Dept. Organizer Ralph L. Smith on Organization. PS 
C-in-C., William L. Anderson, chairman Nat'l Com. on G.A. 
R. Highway, who spoke on that project and also on the Junior — 
Order proposal. 


Kirchgassner. 


Some discussion then took place in regard to forming a 
Camp in Quincy, after which Camp 17 was given authority to 
organize one there and Frank H. Desmond of Camp 17 was 
appointed an Asst. Dept. Organizer by Dept. Com. Sweet. 


| 

An intermission was declared at this point and on invitation, 
adjournment was made to the lower hall whre for 15 minutes — 
we listened to the Glee Club from the American International c 
College, and to most interesting remarks on Americanization — 
by Dr. McGowan, the Superintendent. : 
Back in session Dept. Pub. Sec’y, Wilfred H. Libbey spoke % 

of the value to Camps of advertising and requested that notices 
of activities in coming events be sent to him for insertion in 
the Boston Sunday Globe. 


George R. Beckman of Camp 17 offered the motion that as 
the sense of the meeting Brockton be recommended to — 
the next Dept. Convention as the place for the next Mid Season 
Meeting, and the motion was carried. 


Dept. Sec’y Palmer spoke briefly on Business Machinery, 
.as applied to Camps and the Department. 
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Remarks from Brother Adams of Camp 15 regarding the 
importance of Camp members seeing that their correct ad- 
dresses were filed with the secretary, and from Dept. Inspector, 
Parker B. Chandler regarding Inspections were listened to with 
much interest. 


A letter was, read from the chairman of the Grave Registra- 
tion Committee, LaForest E, Osborne of Camp 35. This letter 
contained much valuable information as to the activities of the 
committee so far, and results obtained. 


_ The matter of uniform was touched on by Past C-in-C., 
Kirchgassner, Asst. Dept. Organizer Desmond and Brother John 
A, Chandler of Camp 115. 


‘ Past D.C. Quinn spoke for the Program and Policy Com= 
mittee, of which he is chairman. Nothing of special note had 
been accomplished. 


Past C-in-C. Kirchgassner talked on the Regional meetings 
which had been held and urged the brothers who could to 
attend them. 


Brother A. W. Cobb of Camp 15 addressed the meeting 
and stated that a petition had been presented to the city of 
Springfield, calling for the erection of a building for the storage 
and protection of war records, and that the success of the 
project was assured. 


Past C-in-C. Ralph M. Grant spoke about membership, 
was most enthusiastic in his belief in our ability to gain mem= 
bers, and in behalf of his camp in Hartford, Conn., challenged 
Camp 15 of Springfield to a membership contest to close June 
30th. The challenge was accepted by Commander Bogue of 


Camp 15. 


C-in-C, Dyer was then presented and spoke interestingly 
regarding the Order. His remarks were brief as he stated 
he would again speak in the evening. . 


Adjournment was then taken for supper, and a splendid one 
was served by the Auxiliary to Camp 15 and much enjoyed. 


At 7.45 the meeting was resumed, the Auxiliary joining us. 


Past D.C.V.C. Ernest Hobson was introduced by P. D. 
C. H. Harding Hale, and gave a much enjoyed address inter~ 
spersed with humerous happenings in his Court. 


Roll Call of Camps was called and 22 responded. These 


camps and number of members attending were: 
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3 
oO 
\3) 
ia 


Camp 5 1 member Camp 56 
57 
60 


1 
1 
9 
1 
4! 
2 
1 
4 
3 
1 
1 


Camp members 
Commander-in-Chiefs 
Connecticut brothers 12 


Total attendance _ 105 


For purpose of record 7 brothers later initiated 
are calculated in the above and credited to 
their respective camps. 


Re} 
md 


Department Commander Sweet gave a short address on the 
state of the Order and at its close on suggestion, a r 
vote of thanks was extended to the Auxiliary for the fine supp 
which had been served. a 


At 8.50 a Degree Team composed of: past and present 
partment officers was introduced and a class of 7 candi tes 
was initiated in a very creditable manner, 4 for Camp 29, 1 for 
Camp 48 and 1 for Camp 60. . 


C-in-C. Dyer was again presented by Past C-in -C. Kirel 
gassner and spoke very interestingly on membership, gen 
gain in the Order, forms of government, and impressed t) 
gathering with his optimism. a 

4% 

Judge Grant also spoke briefly but interestingly as usual 

The meeting closed with a very enjoyable and laughah 
sketch presented by Camp 48 and its Auxiliary. 


Closed at 10:30. 


Respectfully submitted, 


